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LARGE STOCKS OF. 
STANDARD RAKES 
SPECIAL FORGINGS 


NICHOLSON & WEST LTD. 
baile ~~ life: Retort Rakes, Pokers 


& Boiler House Tools 























%& ONLY ONE ITEM 


REGISTERED TooLpDoM REGISTERED IN OUR RANGE OF 


MAINTENANCE 
oO TLL FE QUIREMENTS 
FOR THE GAS - 
NICHOLSON & 1 Ta 3-15a, Gaol Lane, Halifax - INDUSTRY 
Telephone 3224 - os: ‘*Tools Halifax” 


GAS COMPRESSORS 


S I GH SPEED 
» VERTICAL 
RECIBRGICATING 
TYPE 
for pressuges up to 


100 Ib. per sq. in. 


Automatic 
Control 


Forced 
Lubrication 


The Compressor illustrated 
is a two crank, single stage 
machine driven by a Com- 
pound Steam Engine. 
Capacity—200,000 cubic feet 
per hour against 25 Ib. 
pressure with 120 lb. steam 
pressure and running at 
325 r.p.m. 


THE BRYAN DONKIN COMPANY LTD. 
| CHESTERFIELD 
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The Manager of a Gas Service Department in a hard 
water area has never quite accepted the word 
“temporary”. He does, however, know that lime 
is removed more easily from a “ National” Water ¢ 
Heater because of the open cone construction —to \ 


this extent hardness is certainly “ temporary ”. 


oii “ONAL 


ee ee i of 
aw NATIONAL GAS WATER HEATER COM PANY, 
WARWICK ROAD, GREET, BIRMINGHAM, II 


RANELAGH 
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biefeet RANELAGH WORKS ) 122. KING'S ROAD S.W.3. 
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PRESSURE 

VACUUM 
LIQUID LEVEL 
THERMOMETER 


{ 
For 59 years—since 1889—in peace and in war, 


Bristol’s have faithfully served the Public Utility 
Engineer. Even to-day, when supplies are 

short, Bristol’s can still maintain good deliveries 

and help to keep essential services in operation. 

The complete Bristol range covers pressure, vacuum, 
liquid level, thermometer, pyrometer and long distance 
recording and controlling instruments—meeting every 
phase of Public Utility requirements. 

The well engineered design of the Bristol recorder in its 
rectangular die cast moisture proof case with long radius 
pen arm, and minimum of moving parts contributes in 
no small measure to consistency and longevity, re- 
sulting in an instrument capable of continuous service 
stretching into ‘teens’ of years. 

For pressure, vacuum and liquid level recording the 
Model 40M or the Portable Model 22M provide valuable 


evidence of correct pressures and levels having been 


BRISTOL’S INSTRUMENT CO. LTD. 


vee. © (e Oe Nery 


Telephone? Elgar 6686-7-8 
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PYROMETER 
TELEMETER 
RECORDING and 
CONTROLLING 


maintained. In the distribution network the 


Portable 22M will often, in a few hours, give. 
indisputable information which might other- 
wise take days to obtain. 

The Bristol thermometer—using one or other 
of a choice of three measuring systems—is designed to 
suit the individual application to provide the necessary 
data so vital in economic plant operation. 

In pyrometry Bristol’s offer the Pyromaster—an industrial 
potentiometer requiring no maintenance and having 
no moving parts except when a change in temperature 
takes place. * 
For long distance recording Bristol’s Metameter is capable 
of telling the Engineer conditions which exist miles away 
and enable him to forestall their effects in ample time- 
Bristol’s Consultant Engineering Service is freely at the 
disposal of Engineers and Managers to assist in over- 
coming problems which can be solved by instrumentation. 
: 


9/ict 


Ol NEDIOIN NW. 10 
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Note, in the cut-away drawing, how the 
DRESSER CLAMP achieves its unique combination of 
strength, maximum sealing efficiency and FLEXIBILITY. 
The large reverse wedge section gasket extends up to 
the face of the bell, well beyond the caulking. It absorbs 
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CONSIDER THESE DRESSER CLAMP apmuracts : 


Bh ye2. Feexieniry 


vibration, expansion and contraction — yet its sealing 
pressure is so maintained that the working pressures 
ret with in today’s practice can be contained with a large 
margin of reserve. Clamp down on your repair costs— 


specify DRESSER ! 


British Manufacturers : 


Sole Distributors to the Gas Industry : 


HEWITT CONSTRUCTION LIMITED 


London . SW 


Consotivateo Preumatic 
TOOL COMPANY LIMITED 


39 Victoria Street 


Before and After 
Screening 8000 tons 
of Coke 


Vhe supreme tedt of Soreening--- 


The “*HARCO” Special Hard Quality Steel Wire Screens are woven‘from 

Steel made to our own special analysis in order to obtain the utmost 
resistance to abrasion and fracture from fatigue. . 

In any mesh or gauge of Wire. Catalogue G.j. 269 sent .on réquest. 


(me) lore). | oo GeGON s€ 7. 
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The warmth that went to dinner! 


Scene —a machine shop of a light engineering works in the Midlands. 
The whistle blows for dinner—down tools—up jackets—doors are aang. open 
and the rush to the canteen is on. 


Back in the shop, doors are left open—temperature is dropping. down— 
down—down. Warm—cheerless—COLD. In the stokehold extra firing strives 
to counteract the drop. Precious fuel goes to fight a battle that need never 
have been fought. 


Action from the Works’ live-wire Joint Fuel Efficiency Committee. All 
external doors to be fitted with air locks—light inner structures with sprung 
swing doors to be provided. Result: extra firing no longer necessary and the 
heat in the machine shop stays in to dinner! 


This is a true story. Is there a lesson in it for you? Are your factory 
doors self-closing ? Are brokén windows patched up, if only temporarily, until 
proper repairs can be made? Are cracks and crevices in the building’s structure 
tightly sealed ? 


Are you keeping warmth IN by keeping draughts OUT? 





REGION ; ADDRESS TELEPHONE 


Northern Government Buildings, Ponteland —¢ Newcastle-on-Tyne, § oer Saeed 
North-Eastern Century House, South Parade, Leeds, “ Leeds 
North-Midland Castle Gate House, Castle Gate, Nottingham Swe ol 46216 
Eastern Shaftesbury Road, Brooklands Avenue, Cambridge Cambridge 56268 
London Mill House, 87/89, Shaftesbury Avenue, W.1 Gerrard 9700 
South-Eastern High Street, Rochester Chatham 3487 
Southern Whiteknights, Earley, Reading Reading 61491 
Wales 27, Newport Road, Cardiff Cardiff 9234 
South-Western 12/14, a a Clifton, —— 8 Bristol 38223 
Midland Temporary ce Buildings, Hagley Road yom Birmingham, 17 Bearwood 307! 
—— Burton Road, West Didsbury, —* Didsbury 5180-4 
Scot 145, St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, C.2 Glasgow City 7636 
en me | $1, Cockburn Street, Edinburgh, 1 Edin i 
Scotland 1, Overgate, Dundee Dundee 2179 


ISSUED BY THE MINISTRY OF FUEL AND POWER 
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A carburetted water gas 
plant by the Power Gas 
Corporation, at South Sub- 
urban Gas Co., with Lockheed 
sequence hydraulic operation. 
Photograph: by courtesy of 
South Suburban Gas Co., 
Lower Sydenham. 


CENTRALISED HYDRAULIC CONTROLS 
AUTOMATIC SEQUENCE CONTROLS 
POWER SERVO SYSTEMS 
POWER HYDRAULIC DRIVE UNITS 


AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS COMPANY LTD., LEAMINGTON SPA 
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HE F.A. “ Neat’ Gas Unit Burner is 
specifically designed for canteen 
and restaurant purposes and can be 
used in single or multiple units, whilst 
the flame flexibility ensures its complete 
suitability for cooking, simmering or 


chafing dish purposes. 





wae ..FRIEDMAN-ATHILL LTD. wNea7T GAs APPLIANCES 


Be x 


PHONE: epcware 82218 SONOQROUS WORKS: DEANSBROOK RD- EDGWARE :-MIDDX crams: neatueat: PHONE LONDON 
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Constructional view of a large capacity 
12 bay Whessoe Static Scrubber for 
ammonia extraction, supplied to the 
South Metropolitan Gas Company. 


FEATURES 


Wooden grid filling, providing a washing surface with a 
high degree of sub-division and uniformity. 


Adequate irrigation of this filling by means of high 
efficiency mono-bloc centrifugal pumps, providing the 
simplest and most reliable method of liquid recirculation. 


Guaranteed performance, not merely of ammonia or 
naphthalene removal, but of corresponding enrichment of 
washing medium. 


WHESSOE LIMITED DARLINGTON 


DARLING 


Ls 9 DY 8) 2 


DARLINGTON 


NDON 
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This view of truck with battery and cover 
removed shows elevating motor for 
lifting platform and demonstrates 
robustness of constructicn. 
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THE MOST ADVANCED INDUSTRIAL 
TRUCKS EVER PRODUCED... 


The ELECTRIC EEL is the only Truck with 
INSTINCTIVE, FATIGUELESS, BODYWEIGHT STEERING 


Only the ‘Electric Eel’ has the advantages of bodyweight 
steering—a system giving the operator COMPLETE CONTROL 
with an accuracy of manceuvrability never before achieved. This 
scientific steering control reduces the fatigue factor to a minimum 
and results in a remarkable increase in operating efficiency. 
Other features include direct COUPLED drive giving maximum 
power and elimination of transmission losses. 


‘Electric Eels’ are charged at off-peak periods and are very 
economical to run. Their robust, scientific construction ensures 
maximum service, with minimum attention. One operator and 
an ‘Electric Eel’ can release valuable labour for production, and 
save many hundreds of pounds annually over old-fashioned manual 
handling methods. 


Send for further details. May we offer our expert 
Survey and Report Service, which is available without 
obligation? 


STEELS ENGINEERING PRODUCTS LTD. - Crown Works « Sunderland - Enquiries to Dept. 102 14, Berkeley St., London, W.1..- MAYfair 1674 (3 lines) 





Fhotograph by the courtesy 
of the South Metropolitan 
Gas Company. 


ay, 


DUNLOP 


DUNLOP RUBBER CO. LTD, (GENERAL RUBBER GOODS 

DIVISION). WORKS & HEAD OFFICE : CAMBRIDGE STREET, 

MANCHESTER, AND AT LONDON, LIVERPOOL, GLASGOW, 
BIRMINGHAM 
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What experience means to henzole recovery 
in the Gas Industry! 


The plant you see above is typical of many Sutcliffe 


Speakman plants already supplied to the Gas 
Industry. 


They are the result of over 20 years’ experience in 
the manufacture and use of Active Carbon for re- 
covery purposes in every branch of industry where 
solvents are used. They range in size from a capacity 
of quarter of a million cu. ft. per day, up to 86 million 
cu. ft. per day, recovering millions of gallons of valuable 
solvent per annum, which would otherwise have gone 


to waste. 


As applied to the Gas Industry, they extract the 
maximum amount of Benzole; 100 per cent. recovery 


saving been recorded. The Benzole produced is water 


white, giving the highest possible distillation test 
There are no secondary distillation products. 


The complete unit is compact and occupies a very small 
amount of space. It is clean in operation, entirely 
automatic and has a minimum of moving parts. With 
all these advantages the cost of the plant compares very 
favourably with other systems. They are extremely 
economical in running costs and show a very handsome 


return on capital investment. 


Our technical experts will gladly prepare a complete 
balance sheet based on the actual relevant data of any 
particular gas undertaking. 


WORKS : LEIGH, LANCASHIRE - LONDON OFFICE : GODLIMAN HOUSE, GODLIMAN ST., E.C.4. Phone: CITY 2810 
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And there is also a difference between Crane pipe fittings 
and other good quality fittings, for Crane fittings have —TAPER- 
TO-TAPER THREADS which, by making solid metal-to-metal 
contact throughout their entire length, ensure stronger joints 


free from corrosion. 


See how Crane taper 
threads make perfect 
contact. Note _ the 
extra metal where 
threads are cut. 


Cc <= A VALVES, FITTINGS AND 
N a HEATING EQUIPMENT 


Many parallel threads 
doing no work although 
wrench - tight. This 
defect starts corrosion. 


CRANE LTD., 45-51, LEMAN STREET, LONDON, E.1. Branches at GLASGOW, BRENTFORD, BIRMINGHAM, BRISTOL, MANCHESTER 
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Pump through Glass — it’s cleaner! safer! 


PYREX Brand Glass Pipe Lines are a funda- 

mental aid to purity. They permit of 
visual inspection of flow and colour, while 
sediment, crystallization and the formation 
of lime scale can readily be detected. 


PYREX Brand Glass Pipe Lines will operate 


and are easily flushed through with steam, 
hot water or hot acid solutions. Our photo- 
graph shows a section of a PYREX Brand 
Glass Pipe Line installation at a large 
mineral water factory at Trafford Park, 
Manchester. 


Our glass technicians are always at your 
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at pressures up to 50 Ibs per square inch, service to solve your piping problems. 


a 


a, GLASS 
| PY REX PIPELINES | 


MADE BY JAMES A JOBLINCGC & CO ,LTD WEAR CLASS WORKS SUNDERLAND 











Waste of mains water for cooling purposes is un- 
necessary. Up to 97% of your bill for cooling water 
can be saved by the installation of a ““VIsco” Cooler. 

We have at our disposal experience going back 
almost to the inception of Water Coolers and can 
supply plant of every type and any size—timber frame 
towers, concrete towers, or steel shell cooling units, 
whichever is the most suitable for the job and site 
conditions. 


/ 


Let us know your requirements, and we will advise the most 


suitable equipment. 


ENGINEERING CO. LTD. 
STAFFORD RD., CROYDON 


Telephones : 


Telegrams : 
CROydon 4181-4 & 2471 


“Curtmit, Croydon’ 


seeiinraais EESEEEEESSSEEEEESEEEEEEE SEES aaaaeeeeeeeeesSeSS SEE 
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When SCREENS are bought. 


10° want only the best 
30°% weigh value against price 
60° consider price only 


In every market there are a few shrewd buyers who 
loek beyond first cost and find that the most expen- 
‘sive is often the cheapest in the end. 


, wa 


‘ 


peak 


. they of 


screens. Maintenaiee 1 
screens require no lubricatio 


FOR FINER SCREENING 


INTERNATI 


WINETEEN WOBURN PLACE, LONDON W.C 1 
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. . . Stanley Spencer attained dual distinction by making the first flight in a navigable 
aircraft over London and also taking aerial photographs as he steered his frail machine 


from Sydenham to Harrow. 


The year that witnessed this start in a great development also saw the first manufacture 
of MANOX OXIDE. Like aviation, MANOX OXIDE has made great headway since 
those early days. Now, a substantial part of the whole gas industry’s ever-increasing 
output is purified with the assistance of MANOX OXIDE. 


HARDMAN € HOLDEN LIMITED 


INCORPORATING MANCHESTER OXIDE CO LTD 


MANOX HOUSE-MILES PLATTING-MANCHESTER-10 


TELEPHONES: COLLYHURST 4551 ((4PLINES) ° TELEGRAMS: OXIDE MANCHESTER 
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... let active Commerce rowl” 


Thro’ various Climes and to each distant Pole 
In happy Tides let active Commerce rowl. 
Let Britain’s ships export an Annual Fleece, 
Richer than Argos brought to Ancient Greece; 
Returning loaden with the shining stores 
Which lye profuse on either India’s Shores. 
We then shall get great Riches 


So a poet in the early part of the 18th Century. This stately exhortation 
is not without significance at the present hour. Commerce freely flowing 
‘In happy tides”’ is the world’s need now and Great Britain’s most earnest 
desire. ‘‘The best of Prophets of the future is the Past.’”? What was, shall 
be if the will be there. Such voyages, such cargoes, are as urgently im- 
perative in 1948 as in any other period of our history. Britain’s ships, her 
«« Argosies,”’ stand by ready to carry along the trade routes the fruits and 
treasures of Production-Drives in the factories, mills and mines. We of Bell’s 
feel the excitement of the exigency and the enterprise. The emphasis re- 
verberates throughout our far-flung organisation. We are proud to be part 
of the nation’s export-effort. Bell’s Companies in South Africa, Australia, 
India and Malaya, their agents and stockists throughout the world, actively, 
constantly engage in the quest of new spheres and uses for British engineering 
products of true British quality, We invite manufacturers of such to put 
our facilities to the test by making use of an experience deriving from over 
fifty years of study and knowledge of marketing 


BELL’S ASBESTOS ann ENGINEERING 
LIMITED 
Specialists in Applied Asbestos 


SLOUGH (phone 20211) BUCKS 


25 Branches (including 11 in the Dominions) 
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The wide range of Collins Multi-dex Gas-fired Ovens cover every requ 
ment—Bread Baking, Confectionery, Pastry, Rolls, Pies, Roasting, etc.| 
Increased baking production on economical costs is assured. 


@ All decks are worked from floor level. @ The special furnace ensures a solid mellow heat.) 
@ The low crowned chambers produce perfect baking at a lower temperature than in the average oven 
@ Clean and simple to operate. 
Let our Technical and Planning Dept. a without a. 
fF ERA FERS Rae 3 


7 


| THOMAS COLLINS “ Co.Ltd. 


RISTOL # LCC C fl Ute f 
Es WERBURGHS. BRISTOL 2, ENGLAND 
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EVELOPED THROUGH 50 YEARS OF UNSURPASSED PROGRESS 


SPRAYING 
CHIPPING 
NIBBLING 
CUTTING 
HAMMERING 
GRINDING 
CLINCHING 
DRILLING 
SANDING 


RIVETING 
CAULKING 
PUMPING 
RAMMING 


LIFTING 
SCALING 
DIGQGCING 


BROOM & WADE LTD. uiicu wrcomBe Bucks Telephone 1630 8 lines 


dm BR3¢6 
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tarce QGU-Welded 
CASHOLDER CONSTRUCTION 


Illustration shows work in progress on con- 


Save 
struction of al weees ee fp — 4 steel and fuel by 
i anderen a er dat installing All-Welded 
Steel 
Future Outer lift -213'-0" dia. Gasholders. e e 


catia, Today, economy in the use of coal and steel 
Third lift - 210'-0" dia. x 30'-9" deep. are the two most vital factors in our indus- 
Secon co 207-0 7 : = i trial recovery. One positive way in which to 
Present capacity-3 million cubic feet. ae ee tie te phe ae 
Future capacity-4__,, 5. ee: absolute f; : i Hg ee 
€ freedom from gas leakages, combined 
with a construction that ‘gives 
great strength and rigidity with a 
considerable economy in steel. 
In your own and the National 
interest - consult Oxley. 


OXLEY ENGINEERING CO. LTD., HUNSLET, LEEDS 10 


Telephone : Leeds 32521 London Office : WINCHESTER HOUSE, OLD BROAD ST., E.C.2. 
Telegrams : Oxbros Leeds Telephone : London Wall 3731. Telegrams : esi ae 
a 
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thousands of Kingsland Controllers are turning gas 
supplies on and off. Early in the morning off go the 


street lights, while on come the domestic gas boilers. 


In these days of enforced domestic economy heat should not — need not — be 


wasted in domestic boilers through the night hours. Kingsland Controllers are 
available for immediate delivery. The owner of every domestic gas boiler in your 


area is a potential user of — 


THE OUIvGSL:0D CONTROLLER 


“©The clock that sets with a click.” 
THE GAS METER CO. LTD., 238, Kingsland Road, London, E.2 


GMGM1 





GAS JOURNAL February 18, 1948 








rSNEW COOKER WITH A NEW POINT OF VIEW 


PR The demand fora cooker planning which has been governed by the three 


with a large oven has most important qualities in gas cooker produc- 

long been known to the tion—efficient working, ease of cleaning and 
gas industry and the **31” gas cooker has been good design. Available in two finishes—Cream 
specifically designed to meet that demand. and Black enamel or Grey Mottled enamel, with 
Embodying an 18” oven, built on neat lines, the a choice of Folding Cover Top and Shelf as 
**31”’ has many practical features which bear illustrated or with fixed Splashplate and single 
evidence of extensive research and planning— plate rack. 


Proprietors: Allied lronfounders Ltd. 


~«~« GENERAL GAS APPLIANCES LTD. AUDENSHAW MANCHESTER 
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British 
Made 


understanding of the imperative need for screwing all 

outlets of pipe-fittings in true alignment accounts for 

much of the labour-saving and personal satisfaction of 

those whose job it is to fit the GF brand, and keeps 
GF ** at the top of the tree "’ all the time. 


Over one hundred Ly 4 FOR 


million cubic feet of f F 

Bedford Town Gas B- " GF fittings areas reliable afloat 
is used annually in * a. as they are on shore service. 
the manufacture of <3 

GF Malleable Iron 

ipe Fittings—-they 

are made BY gas 

FOR gas. 


Distributors: 


LE BAS TUBE CO., LTD., 


RIVER PLATE HOUSE, 12-13 SOUTH PLACE, LONDON, €E.C.2 
Warehouses : LONDON $ MANCHESTER : GLASGOW : BELFAST 
Made at Britannia Works, Bedford 
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GAS BOOSTERS 
COMPRESSORS. 


Illustrated above are two Turbo Boosters with capacities of 2,000,000 cubic 
feet of gas per hour each. They are direct-coupled to Steam Turbines. 


We have supplied numbers of Steam Turbine and Motor Driven 
Exhausters for Coke Oven Plants; Steam Turbine, Motor and 
Gas Engine Driven Gas Boosters and Rotary Compressors for 
Transmission and Distribution Purposes; Portable Compressor 
Units for Breaking up Roadways with Pneumatic Picks for 
Laying Gas Mains, and for Caulking and testing Pipe Lines; 
and Turbo Blowers for Water Gas Plants. If you send us par- 
ticulars of your requirements we will quote you for suitable plant. 


Write to Dept. “|” for illustrated 
pamphlets, giving full particulars 
of our manufactures. 


REAVELL 


& Co., Ltd., 


IPSWICH. 


PRR he Telegrams: “REAVELL, IPSWICH.” 
otary- ompressor. f 
(eoaebondhader hone. Telephone: 2124 & 2125 IPSWICH 
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Reproduced by courtesy of Lullingstone Silk Farm Limited 


THE DELICATE STRENGTH OF NATURE 


Silk is obtained from the cocoon which is 
spun by the larva of the mulberry silk moth. 
The cocoon provides a thread up to 4,000 
yards long of which the reelable part varies 
from 800—1,200 yards in length. About 
1/1200 inch in diameter, this delicate thread 
has surprising strength. 

Such a combination ‘of delicacy with 
strength reminds us of the ‘Multitest’ 
diaphragm—durable and tough, yet supple 
and sensitive. The action of ‘Multitest’ 
diaphragms is smooth and easy, 
keeping the pressure absorption in gas 


THE METROPOLITAN LEATHER CO. LTD. 


meters and governors down to the minimum. 
Accuracy and efficiency are correspondingly 
increased, while the durability of the 
‘Multitest’ diaphragm means greater free- 
dom from running faults. 

Each one is subjected to rigid tests and 
inspections at all stages of manufacture. 
Special processing of the carefully selected 
leather protects the diaphragm against 
corrosion. 

‘Multitest’ diaphragms give trouble-free 
service for years—they are made that way. 
Specify them always. 


Wellington Works, Queen Street, Great Harwood, Lancs. 


CMM.31 





GAS GOVERNORS 


& GAS METERS 


Pee eLeES & CO. LTD. 


TAY WORKS 
BONNINGTON - EDINBURGH -6. 
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ONS in 
Normay 


N_ almost every corner of the world 

Gibbons are adding new names to their 

already long list of customers across the 
seas, 

Our special technical staff will be only too 
pleased to advise you should your problem come 
within the spheres of the Gibbons organisation. 
@ FURNACES AND HANDLING PLANT, GAS 


PRODUCERS, COKE OVENS, GAS WORKS PLANT 
AND DRESSLER TUNNEL KILNS. 


ons % } Demedthe' fell 
¥ and SERVE THE WORLD 


GIBBONS BROS. . DIBDALE WORKS, DUDLEY, WORCS. Phone: DUDLEY 3)41 


JTL 15 
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“We're a family business, of course, 
but we had to look about for new blood” 


“a UR BUSINESS has been a one-family 
Cheese since it started. Naturally 
we’ve expanded quite a few times — that’s 
bound to happen in nearly seventy years. But 
I can’t remember that any of our key-positions, 
from junior executives upward, has ever been 
filled by someone outside the family or friends. 


“* On balance this method of staffing has served pretty 
well. Our business has always more than held its own — 
no serious ups and downs — no serious problems. We 
really hadn’t foreseen what we’d come up against these 
last two years, back again in peacetime production. 
Almost at once we were needing to double output with 
nothing like the requisite new plant in sight. That meant 
revising schedules, reorganizing, speeding the works up 
generally. And it meant a good new man to do it? 


“*T didn’t think of the Appointments Office at first, and 
then when I’d come near believing the right man didn’t 
exist, [ remembered them out of the blue. In a matter of 
days they found us a first-rate man, already handling a 
similar job on a smaller scale up North. You see, the 
14 Regional Offices are linked by teleprinter, so each 
office can tap another’s resources. Pretty nice going I 


think. And, incidentally, we didn’t need to interview more 
than half-a-dozen applicants — the preliminary sifting 
had all been done for us!” 


Hundreds of employers have commended the prompt 
and efficient service given by the fourteen Regional 
Appointments Offices. They are today’s logical starting- 
point in the recruitment of high-grade staff, whether the 
need is for men and women already experienced and who 
are sometimes holding responsible posts, or for promising 
younger candidates to train. 


Your nearest Appointments Office ‘‘ matches men with 
jobs ” in the executive, managerial, and -administrative 
field. If you do not know the address, any local office of 
the Ministry of Labour will put you in touch at once. 


Since VE-day, the Appointments Department has 
successfully filled over 62,000 responsible posts. If you 
have a staffing problem, your Regional Appointments 
Office is ready to help. 


For highly qualified technical and scientific personnel 
— engineers, scientists, architects, etc. — appointments 
are dealt with centrally, in London, by the specialist staff 
of the Technical and Scientific Register, York House, 
Kingsway, W.C.2. Temple Bar 8020. 


14 linked Appointments Offices cover the Nation’s 
potential executive manpower 


Issued by the Ministry of Labour and Natioral Service, Appointments Departmeni, 1-6 Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1. 
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reinganum aia 


} 


Non-ferrous metals in all 


forms for all purposes 


IMPERIAL CHEMFCAL INDUSTRIES LIMITED, LONDON, 


S.W.1 


M.118 
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King Electric Chain Pulley Blocks range in cap. from 5 cwts. to 10 tons 


GEO. W. KING LTD. 


Makers of Electric Pulley Blocks, Cranes and 
Conveyors. Write for illustrated booklets. 
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White City Re-born ! 


Re- constructed by Bellinans 


You remember the White City Exhibition? Well, here is the Machinery 
Hall removed and re-constructed by Bellmans for a new factory | 


WE DISMANTLE «+ WE ERECT 
WE RE-CONSTRUCT + WE BUY 


Consult us if you wish to dispose of, adapt, alter 
or erect steel framework, towers, gantries, 
industrial buildings or structures of all types 


Our skilled labour and expert 


technical knowledge are at your service 


‘BELLMAN HANGARS Lo | 


| TERMINAL HOUSE, LONDON, S.W.| 


Associated Company, N. S. BELLMAN & CO, LTD. 
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for NEW HOUSING ESTATES 


Here is a modern gas street lighting unit that 
challenges comparison from every point of view. 

The inherent efficiency of the ‘ 8000’ lamp as a 
means of illumination for all except main roads, is 
rapidly becoming known. With the introduction 
of this lighting unit as a complete assembly, including 
tastefully designed Sugg C-U concrete column and 
bracket with totally enclosed control equipment, 
any legacy of ugliness is now finally shed. The 
mature experience of both lamp and concrete column 
manufacturers is embodied in the construction. The 
housing of the control gear has been effected while 
still retaining the constructional strength of the 
bracket fixing. It is particularly suited to new roads 
and housing developments, where it adds grace and 
dignity to the layout. No new programme of street 
lighting should be put through without first consider- 
ing the claims of the Sugg ‘ 8000’ lamp on its 
new Type G. mounting. 
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can afford today. Precious man-hours too, 
because the job must be done by responsible 
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human to err!...Instal an 1.C.C. coin-counting 
machine, switch on, and do the job at high 


speed with absolute accuracy. A _ typical 


machine sorts, counts and records £100 of 





mixed coinage in five minutes and the youngest 
office-girl can work it. We'll be glad to arrange 


a demonstration in your own office. 
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Nine out of ten London and Home Counties Gas 
Works use the A.C.E. 2 ft. screening unit which 
INTERNATIONAL COIN COUNTING MACHINE handles up to 50 tons of clean coke per hour 
COMPANY LIMITED, COLLEGE ROAD continuously. Adapted for intermittent running, for 
CHESHUNT, HERTFORDSHIRE ' bagging purposes, the output is 20/25 tons per hour, 
: : ‘ 
Phone: Waltham Cross 3241-2 screened, weighed and bagged. Write for the “Ace” de- 
breezing booklet, which describes the full “Ace” range. 
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Makers of coin-counting, 
token-counting, letter- 
opening and envelope- 
sealing machines. 


A.C.E. Machinery Ltd., are specialists in concrete 

elevating plants, platform hoists, runway hoists, ware- 

house and special purpose hoists, mobile hoists, mobile 

stackers and mobile lightweight cranes, power 
was Winches, capstans. 


A.C.E. MACHINERY LIMITED 


HARLEQUIN AVENUE, GREAT WEST ROAD, BRENTFORD 
Tel. Ealing 6262 (7 lines) 

and at Porden Road, Brixton, London, S.W.2. Tel. Brixton 3293 (7 lines). 
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SHAPING THE GAS INDUSTRY’S FUTURE 


This issue of the ‘‘ Gas Journal” is an important one. Within its covers it encompasses the debate in the House of 
Commons on the Second Reading of the Bill to Nationalize the British Gas Industry, the most recent views of the British 
Gas Council in opposition to nationalization, the considered opinions of the Co-Partnership Nationalization Committee, 
and the business at the last meeting—held on Friday the Thirteenth—of the Gas Companies’ Protection Association. At 
10 p.m. on February 11th, the House divided: Ayes, 354; Noes, 179. The Bill was accordingly read a Second Time. 
Within the space at our disposal we have endeavoured to present an unbiased account of the proceedings in Parlia- 
ment, free from personal impressions which we gained as we listened to many not very exciting orations for and against 
nationalizing the Gas Industry. “ Rarely,” said Lieut.-Col. Elliot, “ have I known a measure of first-class importance to 
be moved with less ferocity by a Minister of this Government, or listened to with such graveyard gloom by those who 
are usually most enthusiastic in support of such measures.” The Lord President of the Council, in reply, remarked 
about the debate that “ nothing could have been quieter and more sedate than this has been.” Our view is that. Mr. 
Hugh Gaitskell, if not ferocious, was at least abundantly clear, and that there was at any rate small sense in adverse 
criticism as to his scholarship just as there was little sense in odd mud-slinging indulged in by certain not too scholarly 


IL 
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ster, 





of Mr. Gaitskell’s 


our views on the “set-up” envisaged by the Bill, 

and we shall deal later with certain points arising 
from the debate. We think that the proposed organization— 
again taking the broad view—ought to prove satisfactory 
if the right men are chosen for the responsible posts 
and if the Minister of Fuel and Power is content to use 
his powers (dictatorial powers) with restraint and to a limited 
extent. For the powers given to the Minister are indeed 
wide, and if wrongly or incautiously exercised would 
seriously weaken the administration. The inclusion of the 
chairmen of the Area Boards on the Gas Council ought in 
practice to result in effective co-operation; the functions 
of the Council should ensure that this body confines its 
activities to declaration of policy and finger-tip control 
rather than day-to-day administration. The Area Boards 
will be in a position to organizeand administer their respective 
areas to meet local conditions, and the separate revenues 
must suffice to meet the outgoings. The duties of the 
Consultative Councils appear to be purely consultative 
and advisory, but their scope is wide and the machinery for 
dealing with their conclusions and representations may prove 
cumbersome and cause delay in the progress of development. 
These Councils are to be further assisted by local com- 
mittees or individuals and in turn the committees are to 
be available for receiving representations from consumers 
on matters relating to local supply. The set-up visualized 
in this section of the Bill may prove unwieldy, and the 
matters to be dealt with may well overlap the executive 
control by the Area Boards. The payment to members of 
the Councils or committees is to be limited to remuneration 
for broken time and out-of-pocket expenses, and it remains 
to be seen whether men of sufficient calibre can be found 
for these duties in view of this limitation. There is provision 
for the appointment of officers for these Councils and com- 


W: have already set out in these columns some of 


supporters. 


mittees, showing that certain technical administrative and 
clerical work will be involved (necessitating the control of 
such staff) and the chairman at least will have an onerous 
task for some years to come in getting the organization 
working smoothly. 

The delineation of areas was bound to involve differences 
of opinion. No scheme would result in universal agree- 
ment. By including Wales as one area it appears that 
national considerations have been regarded as of more 
importance than gas supply. The extent of dead country 
between North and South Wales is a geographical barrier 
which will result in two widely separated areas of adminis- 
tration. With regard to London, it may have been con- 
sidered that London with its adjacent towns would make 
an overbalanced area compared with others, and there ig 
something to be said for dividing London and incorporating 
the South Eastern division with South London. The “ North 
of the Thames” area is substantially the present area of the 
Gas Light Company, but it includes part of Surrey and 
Berkshire. Without interfering with the definitions and 
general lines of demarcation, one useful amendment could 
be made. The South Eastern area supplied 54.7 million 
cu.ft. in 1946, compared with 29.1 million for the South- 
Western area, and the former includes Winchester, 
Southampton, and Portsmouth, whereas the latter includes 
Bournemouth. There appears to be no good reason why 
the area in the first three towns should not be transferred 
to the South-Western area. The communications between all 
four towns is good, and the transfer would reduce the 
discrepancy in the output. 

The basis of compensation for stockholders follows the 
Railways precedent, and aims at the equalization of capital 
value, but ignores the effect on income. There is justification 
for severe criticism on both grounds. Let us deal first with 
the quoted securities. The proposed terms ignore two 
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important factors. Firstly, the revenues have for some 
years been limited by the effective control of the Ministry 
of selling prices, and secondly the sliding scale and basic 
price companies have not been enabled to adjust their 
pivotal prices to meet the increased cost of production, so 
that dividends have in many cases been reduced. Thus, in the 
compensation terms, no account is taken of the loss due 
to the inability of the companies to exercise the statutory 
right of adjustment of the link between dividend 
authorization and the ability to earn such dividends. Take the 
Wandsworth Company as an example. The ordinary stock 
stood at 138 average in the early part of 1939 with a 7% 
dividend. The take-over price is 123%. Assuming a 3% 
Gas Board Stock at par, the stockholder will get in future 
an asset which he can sell at 124, a loss of £14 in capital, 
and if he returns the stock, the future income will be 
reduced to £3 14s. Od. If the 3% stock is valued at a 
little under par at the vesting date, then the income may 
be a shilling or two higher, but the loss will be substantial. 
It has always been recognized that the gas stockholder 
has never been a speculator; he has aimed at security 
of income. And in any case it has never been the custom 
to acquire compulsorily a gas undertaking at bare market 
value. If at any time a comprehensive offer were made 
for the stock of an undertaking at the top price quoted, it 
is doubtful whether the bidder would get more than 2 or 

% of the issued capital. Apart from the above criticisms, 
the Bill results in more hardship to the owners of one 
company as compared with another (some stocks do not 
show a loss in capital value), but the sacrifice is not the 
same for different classes of stockholder in the same 
company. 

The Bill provides for the appointment of a stockholders’ 
representative for each company, whose duty will be to settle 
by agreement with the Minister (in default of agreement 
the matter will go to arbitration) the following matters: 
(a) Increase in value depressed by loss in revenue due 
to war damage or transfer of population. It seems wrong to 
limit this to ordinary stock to-the exclusion of debenture 
and preference stock ; (b) value of unquoted securities. The 
number of unquoted securities is largely in excess of those 
quoted, but the total capital value may be relatively low. 
It is made clear in the Bill that regard must be had to corre- 
sponding securities in the quoted class. The settlement of 
these prices (there may be between 2,000 and 3,000 individual 
classes) will prove a formidable task. However, this comment 
would apply to any method which involves negotiation on 
individual merits. It is clearly not the intention to transfer 
this class of company on the basis of maintainable revenue or 
assets value, although consideration may be given to any 
factor which adds to the strength of the security which is 
not reflected in the dividend paid or the transactions which 
have taken place. 

There is one difference between gas industry and.the other 
nationalized industries which should be taken into account 
when fixing compensation terms—viz., the existence of the 
statutory shareholders’ reserve funds in certain standard price 
and basic price companies. These funds are entirely the 
property of the equity shareholder, and have usually been 
built up from undivided authorized dividends. Under the Bill 
there is no compensation for these funds and the invest- 
ments in relation thereto pass to the Area Boards as a useful 
nest-egg or the funds may have been used for capital assets, 
which will pass to the Area Boards without payment. 

The compensation to local authorities is shortly that of 
net debt plus 2 million pounds in respect of severance, prob- 
ably an additional 6% to the cost. Presumably this is to 
recompense local authorities for the loss in the revenue to 
general expenses contributed by the gas department, such as 
portion of the salaries of the town clerk and. borough 
treasurer, general establishment charges, and so on. It is 
reasonable that such additional compensation should be paid, 
but the proposal to repay net debt was bound to meet with 
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severe opposition from the local authorities in question. But 
the suggestion is reasonable, because the debt which has been 
repaid has been contributed by the gas consumer, and to com- 
pensate by reference to gross debt or assets value would 
entail the gas consumer paying over again for a capital debt 
he has already extinguished. In fact the local authorities 
are being taken over on practically the same terms as the 
quoted companies—i.e., par value on the basis of the interest 
paid on local authority borrowing. If a company had 
followed the practice of the local authorities in creating a 
sinking fund and demanding the contribution to such fund 
from the gas consumer, then its position under the terms 
of the Bill would be in line with local authorities—a capital 
value based on the unextinguished capital expenditure. By 
different accounting methods many companies have renewed 
and extended out of revenue, with the result that their assets 
existing to-day may have cost double or treble the capital 
indebtedness. 


Although there has been a lessening of the pernicious 
practice. of allocating gas profits to rate relief, it is still 
done in certain towns, and it is hoped that this will be 
ignored in prescribing the conditions for compensation for 
severance. In future the gas consumer will gain what the 
ratepayer is losing, which ensures that the saving goes to 
whom it rightly belongs. 

Co-partnership and profit sharing schemes are to be wound 
up, but it is not clear whether this extends to cases where 
bonuses have been paid outside the original terms of 
remuneration (e.g., where the formula has broken down due 
to war conditions). Compensation is to be paid to those who 
shared in these schemes, and the Minister may specify the 
regulations under which such payments are to be made (as 
well as compensation to officers who suffer loss of employ- 
ment or diminution of emoluments). Co-partners will, of 
course, get Gas Board stock in exchange for their holdings, 
and the remaining assets in the scheme will be distributed, 
but there is no indication of the basis of compensation for 
the loss of the bonus. It is doubtful whether a young man 
will receive the present value of his expected profit-sharing 
bonus for the remainder of his working life, and to some 
extent, therefore, some workers will not have such good finan- 
cial conditions of employment under nationalization. On 
the other hand, to compensate on the terms of estimated 
working life would create the same effect as continuing in 
receipt of the normal bonus, which would cause dissatisfac- 
tion among those employees who have not been lucky 
enough to work for a company embracing co-partnership or 
bonus payments of any sort. 

In regard to compensation of officers, the Minister shall 
require (by regulations) every Area Board and the Gas 
Council to pay any officer compensation for loss of employ- 
ment, reduction of emoluments, or loss of pension rights, 
and in general shall not place any officer in a worse position. 
The term “officer” includes all employees, including a 
managing director or a director whose functions are sub- 
stantially those of an employee, but not of any other director. 
There is the further qualification that officers receiving com- 
pensation should be “employed whole time for the purpose 
of administering undertakings.” This rules out part-time 
secretaries (who will lose a substantial part of their income) 
and many directors who spend the great majority of their 
time in directing and administering undertakings. Could not 
these sections be amended to include those spending most 
of their time in the service of the industry? 

In appointing the members of the Council and the Area 
Boards, it is to be hoped that those experienced in admin- 
istration and particularly in rationalization, will not be over- 
looked. For example, the directors and staff of the holding 
companies and those undertakings which have pursued a 
progressive linking-up policy for many years are well fitted 
to deal with the problems which the Area Boards will need 
to tackle. The national associations also could well form 
the nucleus of the staff of the Gas Council. 
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February 18, 1948 


Personal 


Mr. W. T. Gitcurist, Manager of the Prestonpans District Gas 
Company, has been appointed Manager of the Cowdenbeath Gas 
Company. 

8 * 7 

Mr. S. A. Letver, B.Sc., Superintendent of the Chemical. Section 
of the Leicester Gas Department, has been appointed Manager of the 
Belfast Gas Department’s Chemical Section. 

+ 


Bailie J. S. GELLATLY, of Glasgow, has been appointed Provost 
of Dunfermline. He is at present Chairman of the Association of 
Local Authority Gas Undertakings for Scotland. ‘ 


* * * 


To fill a vacancy caused by the retirement, through ill health, of 
Mr. R. J. E. Baker, Mr. W. K. Tate, General Manager, has been 
appointed a Director of the Portsmouth and Gosport Gas Company. 


+ * e 


Mr. H. E. Banks, Assistant Engineer and Manager of the Beverley 
Corporation Gas Department, has been appointed Engineer and 
Manager of the Northallerton Consumers Gas Company in succession 
to Mr. B. CALVERT, who is retiring. 

* ” * 


Mr. A. Facer, Engineer and General’Manager of the Hereford 
Gas Department, who qualified in December, 1946, for admission as 
an Associate of the Chartered Institute of Secretaries by passing the 
final examination, has just been elected a Fellow of the Institute. 

7 * * 


Mr. W. L. Boon, formerly General Manager of the London and 
Counties Coke Association, who joined the Board of Powell Duffryn 
Technical Services, Ltd., last year, has been appointed Managing 
Director (fuel utilization). Mr. D. G. HEMMANT and Mr. R. L. 
LECHMERE-OERTEL have been appointed Managing Directors (mining). 

* * * 


Mr. G. Fitton, Engineer and Manager of the Thornton Cleveleys 
Gas Department, has been appointed Engineer and Manager to 
Neath Corporation Gas Department in succession to Mr. W. CLARK 
JACKSON. Mr. Fitton has been at Thornton Cleveleys for nearly six 
years during which time major reconstruction of the carbonizing 
plant has been carried out enabling production to be increased by 
60% in two years. Mr. Fitton was articled at Dewsbury, was a short 
time at Stroud, returning to Dewsbury as Deputy Engineer and later 
serving as Works Manager to Swindon United Gas Company under 
Mr. C. H. Chester. 


* * * 


Following the retirement of Mr. R. G. MARsH, the post of Distribut- 

ing Engineer of the City of Birmingham Gas Department has been 

filled by the promotion of Mr. F. L. 

—-~>e: ATKIN as from Nov. 13, 1947. 

Mr. Atkin joined the Department in 

1917, and, after several years in the 

Industrial Department, was ap- 

pointed Assistant Distributing En- 

gineer in 1946. Passing the examina- 

tion for Associate Membership of 

the Institution of Mechanical En- 

gineers in 1924, he then gained a 

Diploma in Gas Engineering (Supply) 

and in 1935 was invited to accept 

the office of President of the Midland 

Junior Gas Association. Mr. Atkin 

has undertaken duties as a lecturer 

in Higher Grade Gas Engineering 

(Supply) and cage ey pe ae 

‘ e is a member of the Midland 

Mr. F. L. Aitken District Education Committee, a 

member of the Institution of Gas Engineers Board of Examiners, 

a member of the Pipes Committee of the Institution of Gas Engineers, 

and Vice-Chairman of the Midland Regional Fuel Efficiency Committee 
of the Ministry of Fuel and Power. 


Protests by Handsworth residents against the Smethwick Gas 
Department’s gasholder project have been successful. A new site is 
proposed. The Town Council has decided to make an application to 
Parliament to include in the Smethwick Corporation Bill an additional 
provision to authorize the construction of gas storage works on land 
bordered by the approach road from Queen’s Head Road to the Hands- 
worth and Smethwick Goods Station, and on the other three sides by 
T. J. Graham & Sons, Ltd. The Mayor (Councillor A. Bradford) 
explained that the Birmingham Corporation had objected to the 
original site, but would approve the alternative. This new site was 
further away from houses and at a lower level. By slightly reducing 
the size of the proposed gasholder it would be less noticeable. 


GAS JOURNAL 


Diary 
. 20.—Scottish Junior Gas Association (Western District) : 
Short papers by T. F. Scott (Linlithgow) ; J. Cornock 
(Ayr) ; and A. Campbell (Greenock), Royal Technical 
College, Glasgow, 5 p.m. ; 
. 21.—Scottish Junior Gas Association (Eastern District) : Visit 
ea Works of the Scottish Tar Distillers, 
Lt 


. 24.—Southern Association of Gas Engineers and Managers 
(Eastern District) : ““ Material Handling on a Provin- 
cial. Gas-works,” J. D. C. Woodall (Maidstone Gas 
Company), Gas Industry House, 2.30 p.m. 

Feb. 24.—Wales and Monmouthshire Junior Gas Association : 
“Electricity on the Gas-works,” W. Ingram. At 
Cardiff. 

Feb. 25.—Western Junior Gas Association: Visit to Aluminium 
Houses Factory of the Bristol Aeroplane Company, 
Weston-super-Mare. 

Feb. 26.—Midland Junior Gas Association : Students’ Night. Three 
paperettes by Student Members. At Walsall. 

Feb. 27.— Institution of Mechanical Engineers : Informal Meeting. 
Discussion on “The Future of Fuel and Power,” 
introduced by Dr. F. Rogers, 5.30 p.m. 

Feb. 28.—Manchester District Junior Association of Gas Engi- 
neers: “Producers,” R. Walker (Manchester Gas 
Department). Visit to Rochdale Road Works of the 

: Manchester Gas Department. 
Mar. 4.—Midland Counties Coke Association : Central Committee, 


2.30 p.m. 

Mar. 15.—Women’s Gas Council: Executive Committee, Gas Industry 
House, | p.m. 

Apr. 8.—Midland Counties Coke Association: Annual General 
Meeting, 2.30 p.m. 


Letters to the Editor 


The Scrubber Standpipe System 


DEAR Sir,—In my remarks in the discussion on the paper on “ The 
Scrubber Standpipe System ” presented to the Southern Association 
of Gas_Engineers and Managers (Eastern District) by Messrs. Laundy 

and Muir Wilson on Jan. 27 (“ Gas 
JOURNAL,” Feb. 4), I referred to the 
type of auger which we are using on 
our new settings at Maidstone, 
which are fitted with Congdon 
standpipes. 

I enclose herewith a sketch of this 
auger which we have found to be 
superior to the more conventional 
type. Although we have five tiers 
of retorts in our setting, it is not 
necessary for us to use a long auger 
as the offtakes on the upper mouth- 
pieces can be reached conveniently 
from platforms on the charging 
machine and “coke bus.” The 
heavier of our two augers weighs 
only 19 Ib., although we have 6 in. 
offtakes. We believe that with this 
type of auger there is less risk of 
thick tarry deposit being pushed up 
the offtake onto the valve seating 
inside the standpipe. The auger 
is pushed straight into the offtake 
until the point hits the flap valve; 
a turn of 90 degrees then ensures 
that the pipe is clear. 

Yours faithfully, 

J. D. C. WooDALL, 
Gas Company, Engineer and Manager. 

St. Peter Street, 

Maidstone. 
Feb. 9, 1948, 


Dear Sir,—Having had the pleasure of reading the paper by Messrs, 
Laundy and Wilson so fully reported in the ‘“‘Gas JouRNAL” of 
Feb. 4, I suggest that its outstanding feature is the establishment of 
the fact that a 3 in. diameter offtake is sufficient for a retort. The 
importance of this knowledge will be most helpful in future develop- 
ment, especially when modernizing existing carbonizing plant. 

Augering of these smaller offtakes is, by the lighter tools required, 
rendered easier, but I would ask why 14 in. long offtake branches 
have been re-introduced, as they perpetuate augering, which it is the 
prime function of standpipes to obviate. Seemingly, their purpose 
is to allow for movement due to expansion, but well over 20 year ago 
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standpipes of both types were successfully bolted direct to the mouth- 
piece bodies, and the expansion allowed for in the socketed joints 
of the segments of the standpipe. 

I would also emphasize that the deletion of offtake branches brings 
advantage, in addition to reducing augering. As example, the valve 
would be brought to the mouthpiece; hence; with the retort lid open 
it would be visible, and get-at-able, and if pivotly connected its disc 
could be rotated to grind the seating-faces in situ under the pressure 
of the spring-loading, which loading would hold the valve in the 
open and the closed positions. 

It is stated that “‘ with the desired plus 74 in. W.G. maintained in 
the standpipe at the level of the bottom retort offtake the pressure 
opposite the top retort would be about plus } in. w. G. due to the tem- 
perature effect of the warm gas in the standpipe.” If this is true, 
the gas is flowing against its own pressure, which, of course, is 
impossible. The real explanation is that the internal pressure at the 
top mouthpiece level must be less than at the bottom mouthpiece level, 
otherwise gas would flow back into the retorts. The different pressures 
shown by the water gauge are due to the variation in the density of the 
outer atmosphere, owing to the 8 ft. difference in altitude, as was so 
interestingly set forth in the “Gas JouRNAL” of Oct. 8 and 22, 
nore Yours faithfully, 

43, Uxbridge Road, H. J. TooGoop. 


Hampton-on-Thames. 
Feb. 9, 1948. 


February 18, 1948 


Quality of Gas Plant and Equipment 


DEAR Sir,—The “‘ Gas JouRNAL” can do a great service to the 
Gas Industry overseas if it will stir up the British manufacturers of 
gas-works plant and equipment to return to their pre-war accuracy 
and workmanship in machinery shipped abroad. For many years 
British-made mechanical equipment was the world’s highest standard 
and won unchallenged prestige. To-day we find much of it unworthy 
of the former reputation, in fact, disgracefully made and badly as- 
sembled—so much so that we have lost all confidence in the products 
of well known and long established manufacturers, some of whom 
either will not or cannot appreciate what it means when plant arrives 
at destinations thousands of miles away impossible to assemble and/or 
erect because of careless inaccuracies and very bad workmanship. 


To make matters worse we find the attitude of these makers intoler- 
able, their excuses futile and utterly devoid of any practical assistance 
when errors are pointed out to them. 


If British makers of specialized gas plant expect to retain overseas 
business they will have to produce much better equipment and stand 
behind it without quibbling to regain confidence already very badly 
shaken. 

Yours faithfully, 


** OVERSEAS ENGINEER.” 
Feb. 3, 1948. 


News in Brief 


In the Scheme for a joint Morecambe-Lancaster gas-works, the 
joint sub-committee of the two Corporations has approved tenders 
for carburetted water gas purifiers from Messrs. R. and J. Dempster, 
Ltd. 


The Latest Effort at Walsall to make children realize the need for 
fuel economy is the checking of the gas and electricity meters at the 
schools. The children will keep records and if the readings show an 
abnormal consumption the head teacher will be informed. 


Members of the Institution of Gas Engineers may obtain copies of 
the new British Standard (B.S. 1381, 1947) for Gas Lighting Units 
and Fittings for Single-family Dwellings from the Secretary of the 
Institution, 1, Grosvenor Place, S.W.1, at 2s. 6d. post free. 


Members of Parliament of all parties saw an exhibition of British 
Gas Council films in the House of Com mons on Feb. 9, the eve of the 
debate on the Gas Bill to nationalize the Gas Industry. The film 
depicted the making and distribution of gas and coke and the extrac- 
tion of innumerable by-products, and illustrated the importance of 
carbonization in the conservation and efficient use of coal. 


Glasgow Corporation is dissatisfied with the terms of compensation 
offered by the Government for the nationalization of the Gas Industry. 
The Parliamentary Bills Committee has decided to ask that the overall 
£2,000,000 the Government proposes to set aside for compensation 
to the local authorities be increased to £5,000,000. Councillor 
Victor Warren moved that the City should ask higher compensation, 
but the Committee decided by the casting vote of the Chairman against 
it. 

The Ministry of Fuel and Power, after consultation with the Petro- 
leum Board, has approved increases in the selling prices of black oils 
sold in this country for inland consumption. Gas oil, pool fuel oil, 
pool heavy fuel oil, and marine fue oil are all raised by 1d. per gall. 
The new prices became effective from Feb. 6. At the same time 
corresponding increases in the prices of bunker oils became operative. 
The increase is attributed to the rises in world oil prices which have 
occurred since Sept. 1. 


Members of the Sales and Technical Staffs of the City of Birmingham 
Gas Department attended a film display in the Central Showrooms 
of the Department on Feb. 9. The programme included ‘ Pluto,” 
Stewarts and Lloyds, Ltd.’s film describing the outstanding wartime 
achievement of the manufacture and laying of the *‘ Pipe Line under 
the Ocean.” The film of Ascot Gas Water Heaters, Ltd., ““Symbcls 
of Service,” was also shown. Other films included were the British 
Gas Council’s “‘ Silent Service’? and a selection from Gaumont 
British. 


A Motion Has Been Tabled by ex-Bailie John Brown, who was 
returned to Motherwell Town Council at the November election after 
a year’s absence, “ That the gas undertaking of the burgh be im- 
mediately offered for sale as a going concern and the highest offer 
be accepted.”” The motion will, under normal circumstances, be on 
the agenda for the March meeting of the Town Council. The prospect 
of nationalization is troubling many local authorities, particularly 
concerning the amount of compensation to be paid to privately-owned 
gas companies as compared with municipal undertakings. Ex- 
Bailie Brown has been a member of Motherwell and Wishaw Gas 
Committee for a long time and he holds strong views on the coming 
changes. 


A New Gasholder, with a capacity of 20,000 cu.ft., has been erected 
at Auchtermuchty. The work was carried out by Henry Balfour & 
Co., Ltd., Leven. The holder is now in use and there is a much 
better supply of gas in the town. 


Cockermouth Urban District Council has applied to the Ministry 
of Fuel and Power for sanction to build a two-lift gasholder with 
provision for a third lift later. The holder is in place of a proposal, 
originally approved, for a spiral type holder of 250,000 cu.ft. 


Mr. J. W. Saywell, aged 65, has retired after 48 years’ service with 
the Nottingham Gas Department. Seventeen years old when he 
joined the fitting department, he has been maintenance attendant for 
the past few years. A clock, bought by colleagues, has been presented 
to him by Mr. E. Bates, Sales and Service Department. 


Gas Shares recently sold by auction at Grimsby included: Great 
Grimsby Gas Company, £230 Consolidated Class C stock, fully paid, 
for £345; 20 New Ordinary shares of £10 each, fully paid, for £260; 
Cleethorpes Gas Company, £700, New Ordinary stock, fully paid, 
for £609; £500 Consolidated Ordinary stock, fully paid, for £430. 


Copies of Communications No. 323/141 (grey discussion edition; 
price 2s. 6d., post free) of the Institution of Gas Engineers, 2nd Report 
of the District Heating Committee, and No. 31 (price 1s. 6d., post 
free) of the Gas Research Board, ‘‘ Combustion Research and the 
Gas Turbine,” are now available from the Institution and the Gas 
Research Board. 


Work is Well Advanced on a kitchen unit and ablution block which 
the Peterborough Gas Company is erecting for staff and employees. 
The ablution block comprises shower and slipper baths and wash 
basins, provision for locker accommodation, a clothes drying room, 
and first aid room. Similar facilities are provided for the staff in 
the same building. 


Shildon (Durham) Urban District Council, which has complained 
about gas pressure and the poor quality of gas, has received a reply 
from the Bishop Auckland Gas Company, pointing out that it was 
only at peak periods that the supply was inadequate. Gas consump- 
tion had increased by 133% since 1938. It was added that a new 12 in. 
main was being laid, but the work was being delayed through delay 
in getting cast iron pipes. 

Blackpool Finance Sub-Committee has dec'ded that discounts on 
quarterly gas accounts shall continue. This decision was arrived at 
after considering a suggestion from the Gas Committee that discounts 
should be cancelled and the saving of approximately £12,000 set aside 
to. offset increased coal and labour costs. Opponents thought that 
the gas undertaking was too close to nationalization for a system 
that has been in operation for many years to be altered at this date. 
Councillor S. Morris, Chairman of the Gas Committee, said he con- 
sidered the Sub-Committee’s decision a wise one. 


Mr. Tom Orr, Motherwell, is the proud possessor of the original 
deed of co-partnership of the old Motherwell Gas Company approved 
by the shareholders at a meeting held in September; 1858. Signatures 
on the scroll include the following well-known Hamilton names of a 
former generation: William Dickson, rector of Hamilton Academy; 
John Ferguson, tailor; James Keith, merchant; and William Rankin, 
china merchant. The deed is a beautiful specimen of calligraphy 
and a credit to the penmanship of the writer, who is designated as 
“ Robert Eglinton, apprentice to John Torrance, writer, Hamilton.”” 
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DEBATE ON THE 
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GAS NATIONALIZATION BILL 


Debate on the Second Reading of the Bill for the Nationalization of the Gas Industry took place in the House of Commons on 
Tuesday and Wednesday of last week. The motion for the rejection was negatived by 354 votes to 179—Government majority 175. 


OVING that the Bill be read a second time, the Mimister 

of Fuel and Power (Mr. Gaitskell) said that statistically 
a the picture of the gas industry was this: There were over 
1,000 undertakings, of which some 350 were non-statutory and 
mostly very small, and nearly 700 statutory undertakings, of which 
about 400 were company undertakings and the rest municipal. In 
all, the companies supplied just under two-thirds of the total 
quantity of gas and the municipalities just over one-third. 

What, asked the Minister, was the case for the reorganization of 
the industry under public ownership? One argument put forward 
was a very simple one. It was that since the coal and electricity 
industries had already been nationalized, the gas industry must 
be also. The question the House had to consider was “Can we 
really conceive of the gas industry, in its present antiquated form, 
being able to compete effectively with electricity? I say “com- 
pete” deliberately. How can we achieve co-ordination in the 
sphere of fuel and power as a whole—which it is, after all, one of 
the purposes of my Ministry to carry out—unless we have public 
ownership in all three cases? The case for the public ownership 
of the gas industry is very powerful on its merits and without 
reference to what is happening in other fields of fuel and power. 
The present structure of the industry is not conducive to maximum 
efficiency ; the present legislative framework is a major obstacle 
against achieving great efficiency; that from every angle the most 
suitable structure for an efficient gas industry can be achieved 
only by organization under public ownership.” 


Yorkshire and Gas Development 


In the West Riding of Yorkshire, Mr. Gaitskell continued, there 
were a large number of fairly big local authorities—the Corpora- 
tions of Leeds, Halifax, Bradford, and so on. There was also one 
of the more modern developments under private enterprise—the 
West Yorkshire Grid, created by the United Kingdom Gas Cor- 
poration. When that grid was set up and coke ovens constructed 
at Hemsworth to feed it, the local authorities opposed it as far as 
they possibly could; they would not allow the pipes which were 
to form the grid to pass through their areas, far less actually take 
gas from it. Yet to anybody who looked at the matter objectively, 
here was an overwhelming case for planning the area as a whole 
on the basis of the coke ovens which were there already. It would 
be possible to achieve this if they had a single authority for gas 
in that area. “As a matter of fact, two or three years ago my 
Ministry did their best to get together the various authorities in 
that district in order that we could plan some sort of grid. We 
had to abandon the attempt ; it was impossible to make them work 
together. Then one could take South Wales. There, on the one 
hand, are 30 or 40 small gas undertakings, and, on the other hand, 
a number of steel works and, in addition, coke ovens. There is a 
project by the National Coal Board to build large coke ovens—a 
large plant at Nantgarw. There can be no doubt that, when this 
coke oven plant is built, and when the steel works have available 
a surplus of gas resulting from their conversion to oil, the greater 
part of that area can be supplied by coke oven gas. It will not 
be necessary to have a lot of small and not very efficient gas-works. 
In order to have this a grid must be constructed. We have started 
to plan it, and have been much assisted by the gas engineers in the 
area ; but we are naturally faced with extremely difficult problems 
of finance and administration so long as all these separate under- 
takings exist. One cannot see how all the benefits which should 
follow from unified planning in that area are truly to be achieved, 
until there is an Area Board for the district. The evidence of 
the need for grid integration is overwhelming. By this I do not 
mean that all small works are inefficient, or that the advantage 
of the larger groupings will accrue everywhere to the same extent ; 
but on balance there can be no doubt about it.” 

The Minister went on to say that the present legislative frame- 
work was restrictive and that, so long as there were monopoly 
areas combined with technical requirements for large-scale pro- 
duction and distribution, they did not naturally and automatically 
get towards what were the best areas from the technical point of 
view. Public ownership was the only way of achieving this result. 
What were the alternatives? They could, of course, do nothing at 
all. The British Gas Council suggested that the methods of geo- 
graphical integration adopted in the past should be encouraged, 
facilitated and aided by an integration tribunal, to which could be 
referred any integrating proposals which could not be agreed, 
compliance with the findings of the tribunal being obligatory. 
That, he admitted, was a step in the right direction. The tribunal 
was to have some sort of powers, but there was no initiative. 
Nothing was to come from the centre. If anyone wanted an 
amalgamation and got into an argument he could go to the 
tribunal, but there was no indication, if integration took place, 
of who would control the new body. 

“Can it be seriously suggested,” asked Mr. Gaitskell, “ that 


private amalgamations are not extraordinarily complex and difficult 
things to carry out? Can we seriously suppose that-a tribunal of 
this kind could and would hand over local authority undertakings 
to private-enterprise undertakings, or, for that matter, private- 
enterprise undertakings to local-authority undertakings? That is 
not a job for a tribunal. It is a job for a Government. 

“Upon what objections is the opposition to nationalization 
based? I have searched the documents, and I will take first some 
comments contained in the document of the British Gas Federa- 
tion, published in 1943. Why did they oppose nationalization? — 
They opposed it, firstly, because nationalization would create con- 
troversy. But the absence of nationalization also creates con- 
troversy, unless we are to ignore all those who are in favour of 
nationalization. Secondly, they state that nationalization cannot 
be introduced for some years. That is now a little out of date. 
Thirdly, they say that nationalization cannot be applied to the 
gas industry in the absence of similar treatment for its competitors. 
That is also a little out of date. 


Original Ideas ? 


“There is not very much sew in the latest document by the 
British Gas Council. What are the arguments this time? They 
have avoided some of the earlier ones. We are told that 
nationalization will cause ‘ delay, difficulty, and confusion.’ How 
absurd that is. I ask any objective person to put side by side 
with the proposal for nationalization, the British Gas Council's 
proposals for a gradual process of amalgamations. Does that 
involve more or less delay, than outright nationalization? As to 
difficulties and confusion, *‘ confusion’ is certainly the proper word 
to apply to such vague proposals as those made by the Gas 
Council. As for difficulties, there are certainly always difficulties 
and great difficulties in the way of any private amalgamations. 
That is the lesson which the Heyworth Committee had so clearly 
in mind. 

“Then we are told that the business of producing and selling 
gas is a specialized and technical job. It is indeed, but atomic 
research is highly specialized, and that is organized under the 
Government. Are we to assume that municipal undertakings 
which have conducted this business successfully for a number of 
years are incapable of carrying out this highly specialized and 
technical business? Why should it be assumed, as the British 
Gas Council assumes, that there will be no initiative, responsibility, 
enterprise, and inducement? All these things, as the Heyworth 
Report recognizes, are more likely to be achieved under public 
enterprise than under private enterprise. It is one of the main 
criticisms of the Committee that the industry in its present form 
did not have the initiative it should have, and required organizing 
into wider areas. 

“It has been assumed that there will be no competition with 
electricity. That view has been put forward from a number of 
sources. Let me say at once that it is a complete misconception 
of the plan of nationalizing these industries that all competition 
between gas and electricity should disappear. If that were the 
case, why should we not have set up exactly the same boards to 
run gas and electricity? We have set up entirely separate boards, 
and we intend that competition, restricted in certain ways, shall 
continue between them. 

“The parallel between gas and electricity is striking. In both 
cases technical developments have made existing areas out of 
date ; in both cases the existence of statutory rights has blocked 
development ‘into larger areas; in both cases the position has 
been complicated by the co-existence of municipal and private 
enterprise ; in both cases there have been committees on the 
subject. The first, the McGowan Committee appointed in 1935, 
favoured larger areas, but was against nationalization. The Hey- 
worth Committee wanted larger areas, and favoured nationaliza- 
tion. 


Gas a Local Service 


“We have decided to give the Area Boards the main respon- 
sibility. There is no question of a national grid here; gas is a 
local service, and we think that to a great extent it should be 
decentralized. But we do not go so far as the Heyworth Com: 
mittee in having no central body at all. We believe that there 
must be a central body of some kind, but that it should be 
mainly advisory and federal in character, and we therefore propose 
to establish a Gas Council consisting of Area Board chairmen, 
together with a chairman and vice chairman appointed by the 
Minister. The function of that Council is to advise the Minister, 
and represent the industry as a whole. It will negotiate with 
the trade unions, co-ordinate research, production, and training 
and will be the long-term borrowing authority. In certain cases 
and certain instances, it will also have some powers over the 
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Area Boards. It has often been argued that the Boards, not 
only in this case but in certain other industries, including elec- 
tricity, should be run by the local authorities. The answer is 
plain. The areas of the local authorities are quite ‘unsuitable 
for this purpose. There might be 50 or 100 local authorities 
in one of the new areas, and I do not see how the job can be 
left to them in the circumstances, especially as there are many 
who have no experience of management of this industry. But 
we do want participation by the local authorities, and we have 
provided for that through the consultative councils on which 
they will have a considerable measure of representation. The 
consultative councils, if they wish, can make representations to 
the Minister, after consultation with the Area Board, and if the 
Minister thinks that these representations show any defect in the 
Area Board’s general plans and arrangements, he must refer 
the representations, for inquiry and report, to an independent 
person appointed after consultation with the Lord Chancellor. 


Co-Partnership 


“JT wish to say a few words about co-partnership, on which 
some remarks have been made in the Press. It is a term which 
covers a lot of different things. It may mean a proportion of 
profits being allotted to employees with or without obligation to 
acquire shares and with some participation in management. It 
may mean a proportion of profits distributed as a bonus with- 
out any particular incentive to acquire shares and without par- 
ticipation in management. It may mean some vaguer, looser 
form of profit sharing as part of remuneration for service. It 
may mean no more than that some part of the profits are set 
aside for the purpose of benefit funds and welfare schemes. 

“There are actually very few cases in the gas industry or, 
indeed, as far as. I know, in any other industry, where the em- 
ployees or their representatives take an active part in managing 
the business. Further, the Gas Light and Coke Company, by 
far the largest undertaking in the country, now has a so-called 
partnership scheme which really is mot one at all; it is a scheme 
for a bonus based on the total gas output which, of course, is 
not necessarily related to profits. Finally, we must remember 
that less than half the employees in the industry are covered. 
However, there is no hostility on our part to co-partnership 
schemes. There are certain things we cannot do, and cannot 
go on with in the industry when it is nationalized. Clearly, we 
cannot go on with the existing schemes because the companies 
go out of existence altogether, and there are legal and financial 
reasons which make it impossible for them to go on. Nor is it 
possible to have a scheme which would succeed them whereby 
shares are issued to employees based on profits, because there 
will not be any shares in these nationalized undertakings. There- 
fore, what we have done is tc provide for compensation for the 
co-partners as shareholders just as for the other shareholders and, 
at the same time, compensation for the loss of rights which they 
suffer as the co-partnership schemes come to an end. That is 
provided for in the personal compensation Clause. What can 
be done, on the other hand—and it is open to the boards con- 
cerned, in consultation with the workers’ representatives to do 
it if they wish—is to go on with incentive schemes of various 
kinds. As far as I can see, it would be perfectly open to the 
North Thames Board to continue the kind of arrangement that 
the Gas Light and Coke Company have at the moment. 
Secondly, we shall certainly continue and extend the consultative 
machinery, and specific provision is made for that. Thirdly, we 
shall also specifically continue and extend the benefit and welfare 
arrangements. What we cannot do is to continue the pure co- 
partnership schemes, and I may say that the trade unions with 
whom we have discussed this matter are fully in accord with 
this, and do not appear to regret the end of co-partnership in its 
narrowest sense. . 


Co-Ordination of Gas-Works and Coke Ovens 


Concerning co-ordination of coke ovens and gas-works, Mr. 
Gaitskell said it was astonishing that this problem was not 
tackled years ago. In many areas of the country the coke 
oven industry was going on its own sweet way and the gas 
industry going on its own sweet way. Twenty years ago a Com- 
mittee on Fuel and Power recommended, as in so many other 
spheres, that something should be done, but nothing was done. 
It was commonsense that in working out how best to satisfy the 
needs for gas in a region they should take into account the poten- 
tialities of all the carbonizing plant. The National Coal Board 
and the Gas Area Boards must co-operate in the capital develop- 
ment of carbonization. They were jointly to work out schemes. 
If they did not agree, there was provision for separate schemes 
and for the Minister to adjudicate between them. In the last 
resort, if there was deadlock, and the Minister found it necessary 
that some property should be transferred-from the one to the 
other, he might order an enquiry and if he was satisfied as the 
result of the enquiry that it was necessary to do so he could 
make an order which gave effect to this transfer. 

The Minister continued: 

“TI am hoping shortly to announce the appointment of a 
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Scientific Advisory Council to the Ministry of Fuel-and Power, 
and of a Chief Scientific Adviser who will in all probability be 
chairman of the Council. Their first job and an essential one 
will be to co-ordinate the research in fuel and power as a whole. 
We shall have on that Council the chief scientific officers of the 
nationalized industries, together with some independent scientists. 

“It is not our view—let me make it perfectly plain—that we 
should dictate to consumers what fuel they should use. To do 
this and to ignore consumers’ preferences would not in our view 
give us the best results, and freedom for consumers to choose 
is something which, as a long-term proposition, | regard as an 
essential part of a civilized society. At present, shortages restrict 
our choice and we have not as much steel as we should like 
so that we cannot offer gas and electricity to everybody. But 
the general principle must be upheld, though obviously the level 
of costs would rule-out some possibilities completely. No: 
should we overlook the value of retaining competition between 
electricity and gas. It has been a stimulus in the past and it 
can bring benefits to the community in the future, provided it is 
subject to certain safeguards; but this does not mean that there 
should be no co-ordination whatever in this field. 


Charges Should Correspond to Real Costs 


“First of all, we should supply full information services to 
consumers so that they can make a proper choice between the 
different types of fuel offered to them. Secondly, as I have 
already hinted, while consumers should be free, their choice can 
and should be influenced by reference to costs. It is essential! 
however—this is perhaps the most vital point I want to make— 
that the charges for different fuels should reflect the true cost of 
production and distribution to the community. We want to 


‘avoid if possible a position where different Boards impose high 


charges on consumers who have no alternative because the 
Boards have a monopoly, while cutting charges far below costs 
to consumers who are fortunate enough to be able to choose. 
The principle must be that charges should correspond to real 
costs. 

“ Another illustration is this, it has sometimes been said that 
too little attention has been paid to the peak load question in 
electricity and too little attention paid to framing tariffs so as to 
reflect capital costs, because these are a substantial part of the 
costs in electricity and those who use electricity at peak periods 
therefore add to the capital costs very considerably. Contrasted 
with electricity, gas fortunately has at any rate one great advant- 
age in that it can be stored, and it may well be that some modi- 
fication in the form of tariffs here would be appropriate. I am 
not passing judgment on what is a highly technical and difficult 
subject, but giving this as an illustration of the principle that 
costs and charges must coincide. It will not be an easy job to 
work this out but I believe that with the co-operation of the 
Boards concerned we should be able to build up a body of 
experience and knowledge from which what one might describe 
as a code of fair conduct should emerge. It is not a question 
of dictating to Boards out of the blue on their price policy and 
not a question of setting up some tribunal to tell them what they 
should do, but a question of getting them round the table and 
trying to arrange the form of their charges and price policy as 
a whole so that it fits in with the needs of the community. 

“To sum up, co-ordination is not dictation. It is certainly not 
dictation to the consumer and it is not dictation to the Board; 
it is designed to use our fuel resources so as to get the best results. 
The means of doing this are varied—greater research, greater 
exchange of knowledge, planned capital development, and a 
rational and fair prices policy.” 


Mr. Brendan Bracken (C., Bournemouth) said that “the gas 
industry could not be nationalized on the ground of inefficiency. 
It was led by men eager to develop its manifold opportunities. 
The industry was a model employer. There had been no labour 
troubles for nearly 30 years. It afforded the best example of co- 
partnership in Britain. “I assert there is no justification for 
nationalizing the gas industry because of faulty labour relation- 
ships.” Gas should not be complementary to electricity. In the 
public interest it should be fiercely competitive. 

“If the gas industry is to be prosperous it must be led by men 
of independence who will stand up to the Coal Board,” de- 
clared Mr. Bracken. 

He asked the Government to appoint Gas Commissioners with 
wider powers and better paid staffs than those possessed by the 
Electricity Commissioners. These commissioners should be em- 
powered to call upon the industry for the plans of integration, 
to amend where necessary and to compel them to be carried out. 
They should be given general supervision of the industry. 

In 28 places in the Bill the Minister was authorized to make 
regulations which had the effect of law. In 19 cases he was 
authorized to give directions on vital questions affecting manage- 
ment. In 20 places his approval and consent were required. 
Could anyone say the Minister was not getting tremendous re- 
sponsibility for the management of the industry? : 

Describing the Gas Council set up by the Bill as “a farcical 
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body,” Mr. Bracken said the Minister had taken care to ensure 
*a supply of simple assentors to his Gas Council.” 

“] ask Parliament to hesitate before handing over the gas in- 
dustry to an overworked Minister and a council of puppets.” 

If Gas Commissioners were appointed the risks inherent in 
nationalization would sensibly diminish and by the time their 
iask of integration was finished the Minister’s experience with 
coal and nationalized electricity might also have diminished his 
‘aith in a nationalized gas industry. 


Two Glaring Defects 


There were two glaring defects in the Bill—the compensation 
ierms and the Government’s conduct in destroying the most 
\opeful system of co-partnership in Britain. The idea of com- 
pensation had been borrowed from the Electricity Act, without 
egard for the fact that it was wholly inapplicable to the owners 
of the gas industry. ae 

Furthermore, the compensation system in the Electricity Act 
would break down when applied to the gas industry. The com- 
pensation offered to local authorities was a mockery of fair deal- 
ing. It was proposed to take over their properties at less than 
a quarter of their worth. 


Mr. T. Williamson (Lab., Brigg) said he hoped there would be 
no more nonsense about all-electric houses. Because some people, 
usually the newly-married, thought that they would like to have 
all-electric houses, they were built without being fitted for gas or 
other forms of heating. When the people had been in occupation 
for three or six months and the bills began to come in, they went 
to the council and said that they wanted gas to be installed. These 
matters must have some attention. There must not be competition 
between the gas and the electricity industries in the form in which 
they understood competition. They must work together. Of 
course, there must be some spur to promote efficiency. 


The Gas Council’s Power to Manufacture Plant 


Sir Peter Bennett (C., Edgbaston) said he was concerned about 
the Gas Council’s powers to manufacture, sell, and supply, equip- 
ment, plant, and fittings. ‘‘I know,” he remarked, “we shall be 
told that there is no need for the people who are now manufac- 
turing this plant to be downhearted, that they can still compete, 
and, if their goods are right and the best that can be produced, 
they will get the business, but, if the State is going to take all the 
bread-and-butter lines and leave to private enterprise only develop- 
ment and research, I can assure everybody concerned that 
there will be no research and development. We can only go into 
research and development when we base them on the full circle 
of manufacture. It is the bread-and-butter stuff which pays the 
rent, and, when we have a large output, we are able to devote a 
large amount of our income to research and development and to 
making new discoveries. Public bodies are not good hands at trial 
and error. If we are to have our equipment manufacture run by 
Area Boards, we are not going to have much risk-taking. We 
cannot imagine anyone going to the Treasury and saying, “I want 
£100,000 for a new development on which I am taking a chance.” 
The Treasury protects our money, and the people asking for the 
money for development will have to answer to the Treasury for 
it. If we are to have these plants for the gas industry, I think we 
must leave them to the people who know how to do the job 
and who have developed it in the past. We are a nation which 
has made its way by adventure, and I want to see adventure still 
left open to people who will take a chance. If we do not do that, 
there are other nations who will take the chances instead, and, 
therefore, I ask the Government, if they must take over distribu- 
tion, not to interfere with or take over that part of the industry 
which is concerned with the manufacture of the plant. 

“When it comes to the fittings trade, I have been in touch with 
the people concerned. They say tbat it is no good telling them 
that they can have the export business if the Government machine 
—the Area Boards—are ‘going to make the fittings for the home 
trade. We cannot divide the export trade and the home trade and 
put them into two rate compartments. Our export trade in 
the past has largely been based on the excess over the home 
market, and we must get the full volume in order to do it. We 
can understand the people who are concerned with developing gas 
fittings being very much concerned when they see in this Bill 
power being given to the Area Boards to make their own gas 
fittings, while at the same time they are being told to go on 
increasing their output for the overseas market. Our only hope of 
getting the overseas trade is to have a run at the whole lot. 


_Mr. I. J. Pitman (C., Bath), speaking of interest rates, said that 
hidden below the nationalization arguments was the fact that after 
nationalization the nationalized industry would be operating at an 
advantage in relation to its operation before, by reason of the fact 
that the interest rates would be less. The Railway Executive, in 
comparison with the old boards, would have an initial and great 
advantage in having to meet less charges for interest before they 
met their expenses. Inherent in the claim for nationalization was 
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this advantage of lower interest rates ; but that was not an advan- 
tage so far as the nation was concerned ; it was purely a transfer 
from one pocket to the other. 

Regarding integration, this was an obvious requirement of the 
gas industry. However, there was no need to have national owner- 
ship and nationalization to achieve integration. Integration had 
been going on naturally. Not only was nationalization not 
necessary for integration, but integration could be achieved either 
on the Heyworth Committee lines or on the National Gas Council 
lines of 1943. 

His third point was in connexion with the claim that, because 
of the identity of interest between employee and the State as 
employer, under nationalization there were better working results. 
He preferred profit sharing and co-partnership as a means of 
achieving better working results. 

Mr. A. Edward Davies (Lab., Burslem) referred to the increasing 
use of gas for pottery firing in North Staffordshire, maintaining 
that every encouragement should be given to the use of gas. “ We 
shall,” he said, “ be under the West Midland region, and what we 
want to know is whether we can count on that intimacy between 
established pottery manufacturer and the man interested in light 
engineering and depending on gas for his business.” 

Mr. Edward Porter (Lab., Warrington) commented that within 
14 miles of Manchester Town Hall there were no fewer than 50 
separate gas undertakings. “Over a period of years,” he said, 
“several attempts have been made, by both gas companies and 
municipalities, to amalgamate those undertakings; but they have 
entirely failed, and there is no hope for them, except by 
nationalization.” 

Col. O. E. Crosthwaite-Eyre (C., New Forest and Christchurch) 
said he wanted to know why the recent White Paper had declared 
that the industry would need £70,000,000 for capital investment 
while the Financial Secretary to the Treasury was going to ask for 
£250,000,000. 

On the second day of the debate Lieut.-Cok. Elliot (Scottish 
Universities) said that rarely had he known a measure of first-class 
importance to be moved with less ferocity by a Minister of this 
Government or listened to with such graveyard gloom by those 
who were usually most enthusiastic in support of such measures. 


He continued: Why the Violent Change? 


“The Bill undoubtedly brings about a violent change, and a 
violent change in a smoothly going concern. The argument in 
favour of the nationalization of coal commended itself because 
hon. Members said that the industry was in such a state 
of turmoil and confusion that some change must be made. Even 
in the case of electricity, there was they said a danger of undue 
buccaneering by profit mongers which might do great damage to 
the future of the State. But neither of those arguments apply in 
the slightest to the industry which is now spread on the dissect- 
ing table before the House. This great industry whose relation- 
ships between capital and labour, employers, and employed, are 
admittedly of the best, and which is already to a considerable 
extent under public ownership, is to be recast completely. That 
can only be justified by one contention, and that is that by its 
recasting a great era of development will take place which could 
not possibly have taken place under the previous conditions. Yet, 
at this very moment the Chancellor of the Exchequer is putting 
out statements showing that the possibility for great capital 
development in this country will be very seriously limited, and that 
it is necessary for the country to concentrate to an extent it has 
never done before on the mere problems of day-to-day existence. 
The undertakings which provide the gas on which this country 
relies for so much of its domestic comfort, for so much of its 
industrial supremacy, and for so much of its scientific development, 
are not for the bulk of its supply the great numbers of under- 
takings which can be quoted and are quoted as evidence for the 
necessity of reorganization. But they are met by a smaller, a not 
unreasonable number of undertakings. Consider the great size of 
the industry, and the diversity of the conditions under which it 
has to operate. Roughly speaking, about 127 undertakings pro- 
vide nearly 78% of the gas for this country. The measure now 
before us proposes that these should be reduced forthwith to 12. 
These 12 are of an enormous size, and the Minister prays in aid 
various reports which have been made. The Minister cannot evade 
his responsibility by invoking reports. He must justify the pro- 
posals now before the House on the merits of the situation. 

“Let us take three of these great groups. The Northern Gas 
Board has to control a capital of £59 million and to look after 
the interests of 30,000 employees. The Yorkshire Board, with a 
capital of £60 million, has 32,500 employees, and the Lancashire 
Board, with a capital of £151 million, has 78,000 employees. Does 
the Minister suggest that it is for the good, either of the efficiency 
of the industry, or of the contentment of relations between capital 
and labour, that these gigantic undertakings should be set up? 
These views are certainly not shared generally, and not shared by 
some who look with a favourable eye on many of the actions of 
the Government. 

“These great powers at the present moment mean a very drastic 
recasting of the whole of the area of direction, the whole of the 
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planning and management of the gas industry. In the very nature 
of things, they will require that the attention of many of those who 
should be concentrating their efforts on providing the most efficient 
supplies of gas, and the best way of managing the scanty resources 
in their possession, of keeping going an industry which is now 
working in many cases with plant that is worn down almost to 
the point of breakdown, should be closely and intimately con- 
cerned, as human beings must always be concerned, with the 
problems of their own daily bread and butter; the problems of 
their immediate future. The directors and higher staff are human 
beings, and they will find themselves deeply interested as to how 
their own affairs are going to come out in this great recast, and this 
will inevitably throw the spanner of personal interest into the 
conduct of an industry which is, admittedly, one of the key 
industries of this country, and on which very much depends at 
present. The recasting is one of the things which, I think, will 
injure the commercial prospects of the country. Another aspect of 
the Bill will do even deeper damage. The terms of the Bill are 
such as to strike a blow at the savings movement of the country. 

“The £500 unit holding, which is the average holding in this 
industry, will be reduced from an annual income of £25 a year to 
£17 10s. That is an act without any excuse or justification what- 
ever. 


Co-Partnership and Integration 


“There is another point of very great importance—the co- 
partnership movement, which is admittedly one of the most 
promising experiments in our industrial life and is being exten- 
sively practised in the gas industry. It commends itself to em- 
ployers and employees. 

“The only argument that can be brought in favour of this 
proposal is that which is implicit in much of the Heyworth 
Committee’s Report, that were it not for the Government pro- 
posals the gas industry is doomed, that it is in some ways a 
decaying industry, and that some great new impulse, some surge 
of life, must be brought into it to rescue it from imminent 
peril. That, by the way, was not the argument that was prayed 
in aid in nationalizing electricity industries. We do not blame 
Ministers for altering their arguments to suit the case they have 
in view. Our contention is that this argument is inaccurate. 

“The only defence for this re-casting, as the Minister him- 
self has said, is integration. But integration does not mean a 
number of people sitting at one board table instead of at 10 
board tables; it means the linking up of plant, new ovens, new 
mains, and new grids of one kind and another. Integration, size 
—unless these things are to be correlated with some kind of 
actual physical movement and development, the House will be 
asked to pass a Bill on false pretences. During the past few 
years the industry has carried out some £50 million of develup- 
ment. In its present state it has approved or under close 
consideration by the Ministry £100 million of development. 
When the Minister has cleared off the £100 million of develop- 
ment with which the industry is only too anxious to proceed, 
for which it has drawn up plans and for which in many cases 
it has approval, then will be the time for Ministers to come 
forward and say that there must be prodding, that there must 
be more initiative, and that they must put in people to drive 
forward this laggard and sluggish industry. Until that time, let 
them fulfil the orders which the industry has on its order books 
and be more humble in their approach to the industry. 


Manufacture of Plant and Fittings 


The Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Fuel and Power 
(Mr. Robens) said that with regard to the point about the areas 
being too big, Mr. Geoffrey Heyworth suggested that there should 
be 10 areas. He did that after careful study. The Bill provided 
for 12, so they had made them smaller areas. The Bill did 
not then go further and dictate to the Area Boards how they 
should organize their areas, and the Opposition would do well to 
make up its mind on this point, 

Mr. Robens went on to say that some distrust had been 
expressed about the power to manufacture plant and fittings and 
the suggestion had been made that there was a threat to the 
industrialists who were at present producing such equipment. 
The fact was that some existing companies had power to manu- 
facture. These powers were taken over. If the manufacturers 
in the industry went on developing and giving the Area Boards 
and the Gas Council a fair deal in relation to their products, 
and provided that they did not attempt to form price rings, it 
seemed to him that they had nothing to fear from these powers. 

He continued: “ Very naturally, when nationalization schemes 
are being discussed there is much conjecture among the workers 
in the industry as to where they fit into the new structure. I 
will deal with the provisions in this Bill in relation to that point. 
I hope it will clear up any misapprehensions which may exist, 
because I look forward to the development of the gas industry 
and to the very notable and significant part which the workers 
can play. -Relations in the industry have been good throughout 
the years, due to the very excellent joint industrial councils, both 
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the national council and the district councils. The Bill does not 
upset any existing machinery. It places firmly upon the Gas 
Council itself, and not upon the Area Boards, the onus of 
responsibility or the obligation for the conclusion of agreements 
with respect to the establishment and maintenance of machiner) 
for the negotiation of terms and conditions of employment. 

“Immediately trade union officials and trade unionists in the 
industry generally will wonder what that implies. They wil! 
wonder whether it means that they can no longer make settle 
ments with the Area Boards. The answer is that it means nothing 
of the kind. It enables the trade unions and the Gas Council. 
on a national level, to decide upon the type of machinery which 
they want to extend throughout the whole of the industry. The\ 
may feel, for example, that no change is required and that the 
present machinery is quite adequate, On the other hand, they 
may desire to improve the machinery, or change it in the ligh: 
of the new circumstances. This Clause enables the utmost 
flexibility, and it gives the two parties complete freedom to ge! 
on with the job of deciding between themselves what they want 
for the industry. There is no interference by the Minister or 
by Parliament. 4 

“There were many speeches yesterday about co-partnership. 
With the exception of the acquisition of shares, I know nothing 
that co-partnership provides which cannot be obtained unde: 
the provisions of this Bill.” , 

Mr. G. Wadsworth (L., Buckrose) : “ Speaking on behalf of the 
Liberal Party and of 6,000,000 people in the country, I say that 
we are quite happy from many points of view that there should 
be nationalization of gas.” 


The Stimulus of Competition 


It was suggested by Mr. Nigel Birch (C., Flint) that the great 
objection to the Bill was that it brought our whole fuel resources 
under one large State monopoly. Competition, he thought, had 
always had the effect of stimulating other industries, and the 
argument that the gas industry .had been stimulated by 
the electricity industry had never been seriously challenged. But 
now they had got to a situation in which the consumers’ interests 
were being put in the twilight. They were told that the con- 
sumers did not know what they ought to have, just as the doctors 
did not know what their own health scheme should be, but, surely 
the whole purpose of production was to satisfy the consumer. 
But that was precisely what would not happen under this 
monopoly. Nor did he think that consumers’ councils would 
prove any protection to the consumer. 

Mr. H. V. Raikes (C., Liverpool, Wavertree) : “ We are opposed 
to this measure, first of all because we believe it is totally un- 
necessary ; secondly, because we believe that it endangers the con- 
sumer and endangers a cheap supply—alas, we have every cause 
from all the evidence we have had to suspect that to be the truth : 
thirdly, because we are afraid that the passing of an unnecessary 
measure like this will take the Minister’s mind off more im- 
portant matters ; and fourthly, because we regard the compensation 
as being totally unjust. This Bill was conceived in folly, brought 
to birth in undue time, and it already shows every sign of sterility 
and impotence.” 


Mr. Morrison Winds Up the Debate 


The Lord President of the Council (Mr. Herbert Morrison) 
said that nothing could have been quieter or more sedate than this 
debate on the Bill had been; and he continued, in regard to the 
gas industry generally : “Some of the undertakings are very well 
managed and have given electricity a pretty sharp run for its 
money, which has taken a bit of doing in the highly competitive 
period through which they have passed. There are a fair number 
of gas undertakings, both private company and municipal, which 
are highly efficient, within the technical limitations under which 
they are working. There are others, however, which are not so 
good, and others which are bad, partly because the unit is so 
small that they cannot afford to get good management, and partly 
because the undertakings are so small that, even if they had a 
good management, they could not get the best out of them.” 
The onus on the Government was to show that there were good 
grounds for believing that the technical reorganization contem- 
plated in the Bill would make it possible to make the industry 
better than it was at the present time. It had been stated that 
under the Bill there would be no stimulus of profit and loss. He 
did not agree. 

He continued : “‘ If we had socialized electricity and not social- 
ized gas, I believe—and I am not saying this with any rudeness 
to the gas people, for whom I have a great admiration and 
respect—that with an efficiently conducted socialized electricit) 
industry as against a privately-owned gas industry, especially if 
it was left much as it is now, electricity would win, and win 
decisively. I believe that the gas people know that. 

“Let us,” Mr. Morrison went on, “consider the problems o/ 
gas undertakings. It is perhaps even more true of gas than 
of electricity that the quality of their service depends on good 
commercial and service managers—the men who are looking for 
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trouble, those to whom the public can go when they are in 
trouble, men bursting to serve and to come around and help. 
I do not say that none of the small undertakings have that 
service. I daresay that they have. But the modern form of 
the provision of service—the quick remedy of defects, getting 
people out of difficulties—is one of the advantages of large-scale 
undertakings in both gas and in electricity. Take science and 
research. It is perfectly true that the gas industry has done 
very good work in the field of research as a whole. It is per- 
fectly true that the State, through the Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research, for which I am responsible, is giving 
a grant-in-aid to the Gas Research Board. We are happy to 
do that. They have done good work. But one cannot success- 
fully develop enough of the application of research to this in- 
dustry so long as there is such a high proportion of exceedingly 
small undertakings.” 


Deliberate Decentralization 


Almost everybody agreed that there should be integration. 
There was, of course, some disagreement as to the areas. The 
Bill provided for the maximum decentralization. They had 
decentralized deliberately under the scheme. The Area Boards 
were sovereign states, subject to specific reservations in the 
hands of the Minister, and certainly some specific co-operative 
powers on the part of the new Gas Council. It was because they 
wanted the Area Boards to have substantial autonomy that they 
made this loose character of the Gas Council and constituted it 
almost wholly of the chairmen of the Area Boards, with the 
addition of a chairman and deputy-chairman, impartial and 
independent, appointed by the Minister. So this was a co- 
operative instrument of the Area Boards and the very people 
who could help the Minister by giving him independent advice. 
The executive power was really in the hands of the Area Boards. 
So here they had a new model of administrative organization of 
a socialized industry. The fact was that, deliberately, not one 
of these socialized industries was an exact pattern of the one 
that went before it. 

What did the centres want? If they wanted extensive amal- 
gamations did they want amalgamations between ‘municipal 
and company undertakings? If so, who was going to be on 
top in the amalgamations—the local authorities, or the company 
undertakings? “If you try to merge the Manchester Corporation 
Gas Department, the Birmingham Corporation Gas Department, 
and the Glasgow Corporation Gas Department with a whole lot 
of companies around, especially if the companies turn out to 
be on top in the amalgamation, those great corporations, irrespec- 
tive of their politics, will fight you to the death before they will 
let it be done.” 


What was the alternative? Was it the creation of a series 


SOUTHPORT GAS LIGHTING 


At the February meeting of Southport Town Council criticism was 
passed on.the action of the Lighting Committee in agreeing to purchase 
140 “* Southport ” gas lamps at prices approximately 34° above the 
original quotation. 


Councillor W. Tattersall, Chairman of the Gas Committee, said he 
considered the Gas Engineer was right in saying they should have a 
good lamp with nothing shoddy about it. The ‘* Southport ” lamp 
was such a good lamp they should be prepared to pay for it. Its 
price was reasonable compared with an electric lamp. They had praised 
the “* Southport ” lamp to the Association of Public Lighting Engineers’ 
Conference, when it was in the town, and they would look foolish now 
to say “* We cannot afford it.” 


Councillor W. Berwick, referring to a suggestion that the ‘‘ South- 
port ” lamp was very expensive to run, said the cost was only seven- 
tenths of a penny per hour, which he thought compared favourably 
with any other lamp in the country. 

Councillor A. H. Allen, Chairman of the Lighting Committee, said 
altogether in Southport they had more than 4,500 lamps lighted by gas. 
Every member of the Council would agree that the “Southport” 
lamps displayed in Lord Street West gave a better light than any gas 
lamp had ever given before. 

Councillor R. A. C. Greaves, who wanted the matter referred back, 
asked for his name to be removed from a deputation to interview 
Officials of the Ministry of Transport for permission to increase the 
amount of street lighting allowed in the borough to cover dangerous 
points. 


Councillor Allen contradicted a statement by Councillor Greaves 
that Southport was exceeding the 50% volume of gas. As far as the 
lighting in Soutport was concerned they had saved 50% on 1939 
consumption of electricity and more than 50% of the gas consumption. 

The minutes of the Lighting Committée were approved and the 
Council agreed to Councillor Greaves’ name being removed from the 
deputation. 
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of private monopolies, subject, of course, to a proper degree of 
Ministerial supervision, and that very Parliamentary control 
which had been something of a nuisance. If they got these 
private monopolies subject to a high degree of Parliamentary 
supervision and control, the management was cribbed, cabined, 
and confined. 

With regard to joint authorities. He could only say that he 
had sat on some of them. He had sat on the Joint Electricity 
Authority and Joint Planning Authority, the joint this, that, and 
the other thing. His complaint about them all was that there 
was too much joint, and not much authority. They did not 
work. Nor would the “commissioner scheme” work. 

The Heyworth Committee proceeded without the slightest 
political predilection. It was, indeed, not a political committee. 
it was a committee of technicians and experts, with one trade 
union leader who was mot particularly active in politics. He 
thought the report was one of the most impartial and objective 
examinations of an industry that he had ever read. 


Local Authority Compensation 


“There is one other subject which I want to deal,” Mr. 
Morrison concluded, “and that is local authority compensation. 
Other compensation matters have been explained and argued. It 
is maintained that the local authorities ought to get full value 
on their undertakings; that the Government is robbing them of 
millions of money. I do not agree. In so far as capital has 
been paid off by the local authorities—rightly paid off—they 
have paid that indebtedness out of the monies received from the 
gas consumers. If the Government pay the local authority on 
the basis of gross capital expenditure, including that paid off debt, 
the gas consumers will have to pay again to pay that capital off. 
That is wrong. In any private undertaking we must be fair 
between the State and individual persons who have invested 
their money. In the case of a transfer of property from one 
public authority to another it would be utterly wrong and con- 
trary to good public policy that the public authority should 
make substantial profits out of that transfer—profits which could 
only be made out of the consumers of the commodity in which 
they are dealing. It is true that we have £2 million for severance. 
which we think is right in relation to the £5 million for electricity 
supply. 

‘*“What we say is that we take over all the outstanding liabili- 
ties of the local authority and a!l the assets. The local authority 
broadly, therefore, makes neither a profit nor a loss. It would 
be wrong in a transfer from one public authority to another 
that such consideration should come into the matter.” 


The Bill was read a Second Time and committed to a Standing 
Committee. 


GAS SUPPLY AT SWADLINCOTE 


A meeting of representatives of Swadlincote Urban District Council, 
the Derby Gas Light and Coke Company, and the Burton Corporation 
has discussed the gas supply position in the Swadlincote Council’s 
district. 


Reporting this at a meeting of the Swadlincote Council Mr. C 
Clamp (Chairman of the Gas Committee) said he could not give a 
report on the meeting as he was still waiting for official information 
from the Ministry of Fuel and Power. 


The meeting was a sequel to a letter received by the Council from 
the Ministry concerning the proposed bulk supply of gas from Derby. 
The Ministry stated they had considered the matter and in view of 
the present serious position with regard to the supply of materials 
for use by the Gas Industry and the consequent need for avoiding 
expenditure of such materials, it had been decided to ask the Council 
to consider such additions to the gas-works plant as would be required 
to enable the Council to continue making its own gas. 


Dissatisfaction With the Compensation Terms proposed for municipal 
gas undertakings when nationalization takes place was expressed by 
Mr. H. A. Aitken, General Manager of Buckhaven and Leven Gas 
Commission, when addressing councillors of the twin burghs at the 
annnual gas plant inspection. Municipal gas undertakings are, he said, 
to be taken over on the basis of payment of outstanding capital in- 
debtedness. In the first year of the local undertaking, in 1922, that 
amounted to £95,000, whereas it stands to-day as something like 
£82,000. Capital value of the undertaking, however, is several times 
the capital indebtedness. To undertakings which have perhaps been 
imprudent, the terms of taking over will present no disadvantage, but 
to those who have pursued a careful and cautious policy it presents 
no favourable prospect. Concurring opinions were expressed by 
councillors, who also paid tribute to the efficient organization of the 
undertaking by Mr. Aitken and his staff. 
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THE B.G.C’S._ ARGUMENTS‘ AGAINST | 
- NATIONALIZATION 


Always the British Gas Council has avowedly been against the nationalization of the 


“The Gas Industry—Facts and Figures.” 
collating statistics is not eased and the co-operation of the 
instead of forward. 


gas industry. It has just published 


The facts and figures relate to the year 1945, which shows that if the difficulty of 
printing industry is not assured, the gas 
In a preamble to the new document it is stated that, in spite of sas Ra gy the gas industry has continued to 


industry will be looking back 


expand. We hope that “in spite of frustration ” the industry will continue to expand ; and we believe that it will so continue. The 
document rightly states that the industry was created and has been developed by determined pioneers. We suggest that pioneers exist 
to-day within the industry, men with determination in spite of what may appear to be concrete walls or even iron curtains. In 


the pages which follow we give the concerted view of the gas industry, 


the channel of the British Gas Council, on the 


disadvantages of nationalization, on how different the gas industry is is from the electricity industry, on the vexed question of 


compensation, and on the ownership of coke ovens. Seriatim are the considered 


of the Co-Partnership N 


Protection Association. 


Nationalization 
Committee and reports of the annual canes of the Conjoint Conference of Public Utility Associations and of the Gas 
ompanies’ 


HE following are extracts from the British Gas Council’s 

I publication, “The Gas Industry—Facts and Figures,” pub- 

lished almost concurrently with the Second Reading of 
the Gas Bill. 

Throughout the long history of the gas industry it has been 
axiomatic that a utility providing such an essential commodity 
aS gas must be controlled and that the interests of consumers are 
paramount. But it does not follow that the position of the other 
parties involved-—the proprietors and employees—should be dis- 
regarded, especially since the return on capital invested in the 
industry has been no more than reasonable, while the stability 
of employment and freedom from dispute among its workers are 
probably unequalled in industry. Improvement is nowadays 
called for in all industrial enterprise and human endeavour, but 
there is nothing to indicate, for the following. reasons among 
others, that the particular needs of the gas industry are such as 
to require recourse to nationalization: — 

Gas nationalization would create delay, difficulty and confusion 
at a time when co-operation and development are especially 
desirable. The nationalization of other industries has gone far 
enough. A halt should be called to enable it to be determined 
if these experiments are successful and in the best interests of 
the nation. 

A nationalized structure would impose upon the gas industry 
considerable additional expenditure, which ultimately the con- 
sumer would have to bear. It would substitute experiment, which 
could not readily be undone, for a well-tried, long-established 
and remarkably successful method of providing, by company and 
local authority enterprise, an essential public service. 
industry does not possess or seek any monopoly either under the 
State or under its present structure. It asks that it shall have 
equality of opportunity among its competitors and that con- 
— shall have freedom of choice among the fuels available 
to them. 

The manufacture, distribution and utilization of gas, coke, tar, 
benzole, and other by-products is a highly specialized and tech- 
nical business, demanding individual initiative, responsibility, 
enthusiam, and inducement. It has mot been established that 
such business would be better conducted by gas nationalization 
and it is too early to determine if the nationalization of coal and 
electricity will achieve this. 

The gas business is highly competitive and, as such, essentially 
suited to company and local authority enterprise and not to 
State management. “Competition between the fuel industries 
remaining the main stimulus towards efficiency” (Heyworth 
Report), it is not in the best interests of consumers that the 
Government should have a monopoly of fuel, for gas “ should 
be able to compete freely with other fuel industries, oe 

The supply of gas is a personal and never-ending service, 
involving local knowledge and necessitating individual under- 
standing of the consumer and his needs, together with flexibility 
and decentralization to meet local and changing conditions. 
There is no evidence to show that nationalization would result 
in cheaper gas or improved consumer service and goodwill. The 
requirements of the industrial and commercial consumer can 
generally only be met by the application of gas and the devising 
of plant to meet individual and complex requirements, necessi- 
tating a personal, not an impersonal, service. 

It has not been demonstrated that the need for fewer units 
and the other problems of the gas industry (which are largely 
technical and commercial) are such as to need nationalization, 
or that that would afford a better solution than co-operative 
company and local authority enterprise appropriately regulated. 
Suitable legislation and increasing geographical integration (which 
latter, when once settled, would be non-recurring) are the prin- 
cipal and immediate difficulties; for these the industry has made 
its proposals. 

The record of service of the gas industry and its constant 
recognition (as a matter of sound ethics and good business) of the 
necessity for maintaining the best possible supply to the public, 
warrant the development of the industry on evolutionary lines, 

It cannot be established that only by nationalization could 


co-operation on a national scale be achieved. Voluntary co- 
operation by and between compa 7 and local authority under- 
takings has gone far and will go further, while many of those 
elements of centralized control which are advantageous have 
already been introduced into the industry. Mutual co-operation 
and the influence of the British Gas Council and other organiza- 
tions have placed on a national basis many matters which other- 
wise would vom been left to the vatying decisions of individual 
undertakings. 


Comparison with Electricity Industry 


It is a fallacy to assume that the nationalization of electricity 
inevitably involves the nationalization of gas. The gas industry 
is quite prepared to remain in competition with and to continue 
as a spur to the nationalized coal and electricity industries. 
Having regard to the safeguards afforded by Parliament, Press, 
and public opinion and choice, gas undertakings are not deterred 
by the possibility of official discrimination. Should nationaliza- 
tion fail to achieve the advantages forecast by its political 
sponsors, there would be one less industry to “de-nationalize ” 
if the gas industry is kept on the basis of company and local 
authority enterprise. 

The position in the electricity industry was in many funda- 
mental aspects different from that in the gas industry and afforded 
arguments for the nationalization of electricity not applicable to 
the nationalization of gas. Thus:— 

Although the gas industry has been subject to a much greater 
measure of legislative control than the electricity industry, the 
latter had increasingly become subject to public control. Genera- 
tion and transmission were under the Central Electricity Board 
and supply was subject to the Electricity Commissioners. Two- 
thirds of the electricity industry was owned by local authorities, 
as compared with one-third in the gas industry. This disparity 
was increasing since, while gas undertakings enjoyed a perpetual 
franchise, most electricity undertakings had a limited franchise, 
under which the local authority had the option to purchase the 
electricity undertaking. The exercise of such options would 
have increased the total number of electricity undertakings from 
635 to 1,026—thereby raising the number of local authority under- 
takings to 878 and lowering the companies to 148. The supply 
area of undertakings would have been reduced, thus leading to 
disintegration rather than integration. The Minister of Fuel and 
Power emphasized the limited franchise of electricity companies 
when endeavouring to justify the compensation provisions in the 
Electricity Act. 

The electricity industry was precluded from acting as a united 
industry, partly as a result of the different interests involved 
and partly owing to the conditions created by the power of local 
authorities compulsorily to acquire electricity ‘ndertakings, 

Criticism levelled against the holding ceioeey movement in 
the electricity industry does not apply to holding companies in 
the gas industry, which have done much to integrate units and 
have increased their efficient and economical operation. 

Dividend and price regulation are among the rigid controls 
not usually applied to the electricity industry as in the gas 
industry. 

Disparity in the methods of charge for gas is not to be seen 
in the gas industry as in the electricity sbduetry. Gas charges 
are largely related to the costs of production. The small con- 
sumer, or the user of gas for a particular purpose, purchases 
gas, generally speaking, on the same terms as the larger consumer. 
The industrial user is not called upon to subsidize the domestic 
consumer, which is particularly important having regard to ex- 
ports being increasingly dependent upon cheaper production. 
This form of subsidy was recently deprecated by the Minister 
of Fuel and Power. iy ind to its virtual monopoly of the light- 
ing load, the electricit ustry frequently charges 6d. unit 
for one purpose and jd, per unit for another. Before the war, 
to be competitive aa gas at 9d. per therm, electricity ree to 
be sold at $d. per unit, 20 units being assumed to give equivalent 
service to one therm of gas. 
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Coal carbonization results m the recovery—in addition to gas 
—of coke, tar, benzole and other by-products, none of which 
is secured from the use of coal for the generation of electricity. 

The technical and economic considerations appertaining to 
the manufacture and distribution of ie are entirely different 
from those of electricity. The national electricity grid does not 
afford an analogy. Gas transmission costs over long distances 
are generally higher than those for electricity and the incidence 
of local peak loads is more cheaply met by using gasholder 
storage, 

Gas, unlike electricity, can be stored against peak demands, 
while carbonization plant is flexible in operation. These avoid 
con supplies and minimize the installation of costly 
stand-by plant. 

Problems analogous to those in the electricity industry arising 
from alternating and direct current and varying voltages are not 
to be seen in the gas industry. 


Compensation in the Event of the Gas Industry being 
Nationalized 


In considering compensation to owners and others in the event 
of the gas industry being nationalized, it is necessary to have 
regard to the conditions and structure of the gas industry. These 
are considerably different from those appertaining to the indus- 
tries recently mationalized, so much so that the methods adopted 
for the valuation of compensation in such industries could not 
be fairly applied to the gas industry. The Financial Secretary to 
the Treasury, during the Committee Stage of the Electricity Bill, 
said it had never been suggested “that the same basis should 
be employed for every conceivable private industry or service; 
you must suit your terms of compensation to the industry or 
service you are taking over, and the one thing of which you 
must be certain is that so far as you can-—complete justice is 
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The gas industry was a pioneer of co-partnership, which is an 
outstanding feature of the industry. Substantial capital in the 
industry is held by the co-partnership employees (officers, staff, 
and manual workers) of gas companies. The holdings arise from 
the contracts of service of a great many of their employees. 
Individually the holdings are moderate in amount, but the aggre- 
gate is considerable. 

The primary interest to the investor in gas stocks has been the 
permanent nature of the investment and the steady yield of 
income. As to all but relatively few undertakings, gas stocks 
only come on the market in comparatively infrequent circum- 
stances; there is not a trade in gas stocks. Gas investors have 
not normally been appreciably influenced by fluctuations which 
affect Stock Exchange quotations, although the prospect of 
nationalization and the above-mentioned Emergency Regulations 
have been unduly reflected in Stock Exchange prices and have 
resulted in temporary detriment to gas shareholders. 

In view of the foregoing considerations it is claimed that 
holders of gas stocks are entitled to better treatment than elec- 
tricity — are likely to receive under the Electricity 
Act, 194 

Certain non-statutory undertakings have submitted that, if 
they are to be nationalized, they should receive compensation on 
the basis of their value as going concerns, on the grounds that 
no other basis is available. 

There is difference of opinion among local authorities as to 
the basis upon which they should be compensated for their 
gas undertakings. The majority of the members of the British 
Gas Council is of opinion that compensation for such under- 
takings should be based upon their real value. Consultations 
with Associations representative of such undertakings’ are 
proceeding. 

In the case of (a) composite companies (such as gas and water 
companies) where separate undertakings are interlinked and of (b) 





























































local authority undertakings, there arises, on severance, the con- 
sideration that the undertakings not nationalized, or the authority, 
would have overhead expenses to bear to which the gas under- 
taking in the past had contributed. Appropriate compensation 


continue 
ndustries. 
it, Press, 
deterred 


impossible in this world—you should do justice to the people 
dispossessed.” 

Gas undertakings have for over 100 years been subject to 
comprehensive legislative control, which is more definite and 


one wider in scope than that imposed upon the electricity industry. poo gg: agp Mag gpl nn ow to the cir- 
jonalize ” Acts of Parliament or Orders have, in general, contemplated a It is assumed that the Interim Development Finance Assurance 


perpetual franchise of the authorized undertaking, which has 
only been broken by agreement of the undertaker concerned. In 
the electricity industry—particularly where powers are granted to 
companies or private individuals—only a limited franchise was 
granted, in almost every case, and the right to acquire the under- 
taking, at a fair market value of the assets, was vested in the 
Local Authority (Electricity Lighting Acts, 1882 and 1888). Such 
franchise in the Electricity Industry was generally limited to 42 
years, which period had, in many cases, almost expired by 1947. 


of the Government of Oct. 14, 1946, and any agreed interpreta- 
tions thereof will be safeguarded by the proposed Gas 
Nationalization Act. 

It is submitted that directors who lose office by reason of 
nationalization should receive compensation on the normal bases 
hitherto approved by Parliament. 

Existing contracts of service with the officers and staff of under- 
takings should be honoured and, in general, they should be 
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. : - - 7 : offered comparable service with the British Gas Board. If the 
om Consequent ey orn oa ayer ha nay capital Bato in services of ie such employee are dispensed with or are worsened 
a iin gas companies has been substantially in the mature of permanent compensation provisions (if not better provided for by his or 


investments, with a special interest in the permanent income de- 


ithorities, na " . - : her contract of service) should be applied which are not less 
dheesit; le without appreciable regard to market prices or their f,ourable than those contained in the Local Government Act, 

rpetual . : F er . 1933, all service in the gas industry counting the computation 
Saatililee, The Gas Acts and Orders have, inter alia, interlinked the oF the compensation. Compensation should be extended to 


interests of consumers, shareholders, and employees. They have 


‘hase the > : manual workers adversely offected by nationalization, in accord- 
s would encouraged the sale of gas aoe lowest economical prices, by ance with a scale to be naned with the National Joint Industrial 
ngs from pe that dividends payable are subject to a maximum Of Council for the gas industry. The pension rights and expecta- 
eller. are measured in relation to maximum standard or basic gas prices. tions and co-partnership rights of all employees should be 
“4 supply Further, under the general legislation applying to the gas industry honoured. 

ading to ne in certain eRe Acts and Orders, a ame apr roree It is recommended that the employees of the national organ- 
Fuel and clauses whereby, if conditions change, or if the costs of conduct- izations serving the gas industry, being organizations financed 


ing an undertaking alter from circumstances beyond the control 
of the undertaker, the maximum, standard, and basic gas prices 
by which dividends are regulated are revised. The broad effect 
is that, while dividends are limited in amount, they are made 
relatively secure against fluctuations of costs. Investments in the 
gas industry have, therefore, been made on the basis of their being 
permanent and affording security in respect of dividends. 


and controlled by gas undertakings generally, should be deemed 
to be employees of gas undertakings. 


Need for Unified Ownership and Control of Gas- 
Works and Coke Ovens 


ompanies 
ns in the 


a united 
involved 
of local 


seit in These statutory restrictions and rights to revision were extended To secure unified policy and direction, it is essential that the 
omy * by the Gas Undertakings Act, 1929. They stilt fully exist, al- two main branches of the coal carbonizing industry (the gas 
erm and though, under the Emergency Regulations, temporary measures industry and the coke oven industry) should be placed under 


have been substituted which have operated detrimentally to the 
interests of gas shareholders. Nevertheless, there remain the 
permanent statutory provisions for the equitable adjustment of 
the relationship between consumer, gas undertaker, and em- 
ployee, and such provisions would resume their effectiveness 


unified ownership and control, having the single aim of supplying 
gas, coke, and other residuals to the industrial and domestic 
markets. 

The transfer of the ownership of coke oven 
primarily associated with public gas supply to the National Coal 


controls 


the gas installations 


~ ees when the Emergency Regulations cease to operate. Statutory Board must inevitably divert the Board from its primary function 
vail a. price and dividend control provisions have frequently led to of winning and preparing coal for the market. The vesting of 
ieee: the restriction of dividends as a result of circumstances beyond coke ovens in a nationalized gas industry would concentrate in 
ee, the control of the undertaking. ; } one Authority all carbonizing and ancillary processes and secure 
domestic By reason of their permanency and security the holdings of unification of control. In this connexion, particular reference 
a te —_ the public in gas undertakings represent, in the majority of cases, may be made to research, where unified direction is imperative 
siieetion investments by people with limited means, with small amounts if the full benefit of new processes (such as the production of 


oil from coal) is to be secured to the nation. 

The last quarter of a century has witnessed the steady growth 
of co-operation between the gas and coking industries, but this 
co-operation has been largely fortuitous, arising from force of 
circumstances rather than from co-ordinated policy. Dual con- 
trol, if allowed to continue, can only be regarded as a retrograde 
step inconsistent with the evolution of a National Fuel Policy. 


of capital, who largely rely upon the income derived from such 
investments. Gas consumers and employees have frequently 
been given, by Act or Order, priority of investment when capital 
issues have been made by their undertaking and it has been 
obligatory for stock sold by auction to be offered in lots of not 
more than £100. Parliament has encouraged and investors have 
readily availed themselves of these facilities. 


Minister 
the light- 

unit 
the war, 
y had to 
quivalent 
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The nationalization of the coal industry and the proposed 
nationalization of the gas industry afford a unique opportunity 
to carry the co-operation of the carbonizing industries to its 
logical conclusion. The maximum conservation and’ the most 
efficient utilization of coal can be ensured only by placing all 
carbonizing processes concerned with the supply of gas to the 
public under one authority—namely, the gas industry. 


The importance of the coking industry to the gas industry can- 
not be fully appreciated without some brief factual references 
to the past. The practice of coking at collieries was originally 
undertaken to provide coke for iron works and to secure a 
remunerative outlet for slack coal, but the by-products of the 
coke ovens subsequently became a valuable source of revenue 
to the collieries. At the close of the first World War, however, 
the loss of the ammonia market led the colliery companies to 
turn to the gas industry as an outlet for the disposal of coke 
oven gas. 


The carbonization of coal in coke ovens was not originally 
developed by gas undertakings, all but the very largest of which 
were individually unable to handle the minimum daily tonnage 
of coal necessary to the economical operation of coke oven 
installations. There followed, therefore, a growing field of 
expansion for the sale to the gas industry of the gas residual 
produced from the coke oven process. 


The increasing importance of coke oven gas to the gas industry 
is indicated by the following figures :— 


Number of Purchasing 
Year. Gas Undertakings. 
1921 te “fe 14 
1930 re ae 32 
1938 3 a 45 
1940 os se 51 
1944 Bs er 52 
1945 ae i 52 


Gas Purchased, 
Million Cu. Ft. 
1,325 
13,201 
29,620 
36.882 
49,318 
52,192 
The proportion of gas bought from coke ovens by gas under- 
takings to the aggregate amount of gas available for sale by 


the gas industry has increased from 8.5% in 1938 to 12% in 
1945. 


The following tabulation indicates the extent to which certain 
of the larger gas undertakings rely upon coke oven gas :— 


Million Cu. Ft. 
1938 1944 
Coke Oven Total Coke Oven 
as Gi 


Total 


as Gas Gas 
purchased supplied purchased supplied 


Sheffield 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Derby 


West Yorkshire Gas Dis- 
tribution Co. ... a 


Rotherham 1,075 1,609 1,507 y AY ha 
Middlesbrough 1,226 1,381 1,851 1,854 


Many undertakings (for example, Darlington Corporation, 
Hartlepool Gas and Water Company) are almost entirely depen- 
dent upon coke oven gas supplies. 


The gas industry is by far the largest consumer of coke oven 
gas, outside the coking and steel industries. 


The ownership of 53. coking plants, comprising 58% of the 
total capacity of the coking industry and a much higher propor- 
tion of the coke oven gas supplied to gas undertakings, has been 
vested in the National Coal Board. These plants (together with 
the few plants which, although not associated with the steel 
industry, have not vested in the National Coal Board) are 
primarily associated with the public gas supply. In order that 
the British Gas Board should have full control over every source 
of gas supply, it is essential that the ownership of these plants 
should be transferred to the gas industry. 


A continuance of divided control would not only accentuate 
difficulties which have been experienced in the past, but might 
lead to further complications harmful to both industries and to 
the furtherance of fuel conservation, 


. 10,515 
4,478 
1,605 
1,444 


11,187 
7,933 
3,111 
2,143 


12,714 
6,849 
1,974 
2,230 


15,100 
11,633 
a toe 
3,149 


2,820 2,820 


Differences in Policy of Gas and Coking Industries 


Gas undertakings are statutory bodies under obligation to give 
and maintain a constant supply of gas of prescribed standard 
and subject to price and—in the case of companies—dividend 
control. The goodwill of the industry is largely derived from the 
reliability which has characterised its service. Coke oven plants, 
however, are operated on a purely commercial basis and are not 
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subject to control in respect of the price of gas, profit, or the 
maintenance of supplies. 


Divided ownership entails the continuance of this conflict of 
policy, since the Authority in control of coke ovens will inevitably 
tend to operate them from the point of view of their major 
interest. Should the National Coal Board remain the governing 
Authority this must imply operations geared rather to coke than 
to gas markets. 


A striking illustration of the difficulties inherent in divided 
control was afforded during the recent strike of Yorkshire miners, 
During that period coke ovens in the area received directions to 
reduce their coal throughput by 45% with serious embarrassment 
to the consumers of the gas undertakings dependent upon such 
ovens for their supplies, while other undertakings in the area, 
independent of coke oven gas, were able fully to maintain supplies 
throughout the strike period. 


Single direction would allow the controlling Authority to 
regulate, if necessary, the output of coke oven plants, in order 
to obtain the most efficient results. Thus, the Central Electri- 
city Board frequently gives instructions to base and peak load 
stations as to the extent of their operations; such action would 
be impossible but for unified control. 


Maintenance of Standby Plant 


Gas undertakings subject to statutory obligations have never 
felt able to place complete confidence in the reliability of sources 
of supply outside their control. There are many causes, entirely 
outside the control of the gas undertakings, which might involve 
a cessation of the supply of coke oven gas. These include the 
risk of a strike in the coal industry involving workers at coke 
ovens; accidents involving major repairs; and, in times of low 
demand for coke, the tendency of the operators, in order to 
minimize the financial loss, to discontinue supplies and pay what- 
ever penalties might be due. Furthez, there is invariably the risk 
that, at the end of the contract period, the coke oven operators 
would be unable, or unwilling, to renew the contract at a price 
which was economic to the gas undertaking. 


The statutory obligations of a gas undertaking entail the 
making of due provision to meet peak loads, since no limitation 
is placed upon the obligation of the undertaking to maintain a 
gas supply. No such obligation is placed upon a coke oven, 
which normally operates as a base load plant, leaving the gas 
undertaking to maintain sufficient standby plant to meet the 
demand its peak load. 


Gas undertakings are compelled, therefore, to incur the heavy 
expenditure of installing and maintaining standby plant and 
personnel., This requirement greatly minimizes the advantage 
of coke oven gas to gas undertakings and emphasizes the need 
for such re-allocation of responsibility as can only be secured 
by placing coke ovens under the control of the gas industry. 


In the public interest, the price of coke oven gas to the gas 
industry should not be greater than would be the case if the 
industry itself owned and operated the coke ovens. Any other 
method of computing the price of coke oven gas must necessarily 
penalize the gas consumer. 


Unregulated Coke Market 


There is no reason to fear that unification of ownership and 
control in the gas industry would have the effect of placing the 
requirements of the coke market in the inferior position, it being 
fundamental that the cost of gas production must depend upon 
close attention to the needs of the coke market. While the sale 
of gas by gas undertakings is controlled by Parliament, the sale 
of coke by such undertakings is unregulated, except for war- 
time controls. This open market has in the past resulted in 
price-cutting, although this has been partially rectified, on the 
initiative of the gas industry, by co-ordination on a voluntary 
basis. Coke ovens serving the general coke market may do s0 
either as an adjunct to the production of furnace coke, or they 
may make coke wholly for that market. The avoidance of fluc- 
tuation in the supply of oven coke to the general market, caused 
by the varying demands of the iron and steel industry, can only 
be overcome by the co-ordination which would result from 
common ownership. Since, in the present state of applied know- 
ledge, the production of gas is virtually inseparable from that of 
coke, it is obviously advantageous that the sale of these two 
commodities should come under one control. Wasteful competition 
between the two would be avoided and a proper balance would 
be maintained between the relative quantities of gas and coke 
produced for sale and in the development of their markets. 


At the present time, the sale of oven coke in the industrial 
and domestic markets is in certain areas subsidized from the sale 
of gas coke. In the future the demand for coke may well fall. 
particularly with the possible future decrease in the demands of 
steel works for coke manufactured at collieries. In the past this 
has resulted in the dumping of oven coke on the gag coke market. 
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GAS JOURNAL 


CO-PARTNERSHIP IN A NATIONALIZED GAS 
INDUSTRY 


PROFIT SHARING OR ADEQUATE COMPENSATION 
A memorandum on “Co-partnership and a Nationalized Gas Industry” has been issued by the Co-partnership Nationaliz2‘ion 


Committee, representing over 50,000 employees of the large majority of gas 


ship or profit-sharing schemes. 


in this country which operate co-pariner- 


The primary object of the memorandum is to safeguard co-partnership and profit-sharing when 


nationalization is applied to the industry and, failing this, to ensure that adequate compensation will be awarded im respect 
of any consequential loss. 


Power : (1) A proposal for the insertion of four draft clauses 

in the Gas Bill; (2) an explanatory statement as to co- 
partnership in practice, accompanied by relative statistics ; (3) a list 
of names of the companies which are identified with the Com- 
mittee’s representation ; and (4) a memorandum submitting salient 
features of a draft co-partnership scheme suitable for adoption 
within the framework of the Gas Council. 

The Minister interviewed a delegation from the Committee on 
Dec. 3, which was introduced by Viscount Cecil, as President of 
the Industrial Co-Partnership Association. The Minister gave his 
assurance to the delegation that employees in the Gas Industry 
would not be worse off under nationalization than they are under 
present conditions. His goodwill was appreciated, but in view of 
his pronouncement to the delegation, the terms of the Gas Bill 
caused considerable surprise, and extreme disappointment, to the 
members of the delegation and those they represented. 

Co-partnership in the gas industry has been on trial for upward 
of 60 years. A devastating strike in one of the London gas 
companies, which involved the shareholders in a cost of £300,000, 
preceded the inception of profit-sharing (shortly afterwards to 
become co-partnership) in 1889. Since then, strikes in the 
industry have been conspicuous by their absence in the large 
majority: of the gas undertakings, a record of which the industry 
may well be proud, and attributable, it is suggested, primarily to 
the goodwill engendered through co-partnership as between 
employers and employees. é 

Co-partners of the present generation regard co-partnership as a 
part of their heritage, and as the specific for industrial unrest. It 
is believed that, through the application of its principles, a valuable 
contribution has been made to the industry, that the efficacy of 
co-partnership has been proved, and that it would be little short 
of a tragedy to wind up co-partnership schemes, particularly at 
a time like the present, when our country is facing the greatest 
economic and financial crises in its history. 

It would surely be an ironic commentary on the Gas Bill, 
assuming that its provisions were approved, if the pioneer co- 
partnership gas companies, to say nothing of those which identified 
themselves with co-partnership later, were obliged, by law, to close 
down their beneficent schemes, merely because they were associated 
with the gas industry, and notwithstanding their helpful record. 
While it is a comforting thought that schemes in other industries 
will be free to continue undisturbed, the removal of co-partnership 
from the gas industry would be resented, not least of all because it 
could well operate within the framework of a nationalized gas 
industry. Nationalization of the gas industry is a political issue, 
and, as such, is not contested by the Committee, and does not, 
therefore, come within the purview of its consideration. It is, 
however, claimed. that co-partnership systems should be retained, 
having been, in their practical application, of signal service and 
mutual assistance to those concerned, and to have assisted, to a 
not inappreciable extent, successive Governments in respect of 
industrial relations. Failing this, it is suggested that provision 
should be made in the Bill for an approved co-partnership scheme 
to operate in the several areas, thus affording a continuity of 
smooth working, and the retention of co-partnership conditions 
and priviliges. Nationalization is one thing, but it is entirely 
another matter needlessly to remove, root and branch from the 
industry, that which has assisted materially in establishing effective 
working and contented bodies of workpeople. 

Co-partnership schemes have usually been framed in such a way 
that employees have been expected to share in both the prosperity 
and adversity of their undertakings. Before the two World Wars, 
it had been critically stated that no co-partnership system would 
endure in the absence of a bonus payment to its employees. This 
view was proved by the employees themselves to have been 
erroneous, in an unique manner. During the whole period of the 
second World War, one of the London gas companies, which had 
been very much in the firing line, paid neither dividend nor bonus. 
A large percentage of their employees was serving O.H.M.S., and 
other employees were engaged on important Government work. 
In consequence, there was a general shortage of labour, particularly 
in the retort houses. Volunteers, from the labourer to the execu- 
tive officer, assisted in manning the retort houses for a number of 
months, thus ensuring an uninterrupted supply of gas to the public. 

The term co-partnership can be accepted in its literal sense, 
for there has been a steady acquisition of stock by employees 


T Committee has forwarded to the Minister. of Fuel and 


through the years in their respective companies, wider influence 
for them on consultative works committees, and, with extended 
facilities for pensions funds and social services, a greater sphere 
of usefulness for the employees’ directors, where their specialized 
knowledge on these and other matters has been of much value on 
the boards they serve. 

Perhaps the most important of all the benefits accruing from 
co-partnership is security of employment, and adequate provision 
during old age. Much has been achieved in this direction through 
co-partnership ; indeed, it was under its auspices that “ All-in- 
Insurance” was first introduced, i.e., on Jan. 1, 1927, covering 
superannuation allowances to employees ; pensions to employees’ 
wives; widows’ and orphans’ pensions; sickness, disablement, 
maternity, and burial benefits; medical attendance and dental 
treatment ; and unemployment benefits. 

This phase of co-partnership blazed a trail for the National 
Insurance Act, 1946, which is due to come into operation on July 5. 
Some co-partnership companies have, for over 50 years, con- 
tracted out of the Workmen’s Compensation Act and amending 
Acts, and provided appreciably enhanced benefits to those obtain- 
able under the State scheme. 

Co-partnership has been the vehicle by which men and women 
employees have been assisted to become good citizens, enabling 
them to earn a stake in the undertakings in which they serve, and 
to face, with some measure of equanimity, what in these days 
appears to be a very uncertain future. 

Does co-partnership in the gas industry now terminate? Are 
its beneficent institutions, its steadying effect in a troubled labour 
world, and its spirit of brotherhood in business, to be swept aside 
by a State machine? This is no criticism of nationalization, as 
such, but it would be deplored if the human touch in the gas 
industry, as nurtured by co-partnership, were now to suffer its 
eclipse. The lamp of goodwill in co-partnership systems was lit 
several years ago, and has burned ever brighter through the years. 
> it too much to expect that it will be permitted to continue to 

0 so? 

Many of the gas-workers involved in this question are identified 
with the Government in their general political views ; others are 
not, but there is an opinion common to them all that it would be 
extremely wrong to remove that which has made for harmony 
and goodwill in the industry, lightened the burden of control, 
bestowed material benefits on the workers, brought them regularly 
into consultation with their executive officers, and given them a 
share in the management. During the period of the second World 
War, the people of this country were encouraged to look forward 
to a better way of life. Success to our fighting arms meant the 
removal of the threat to our national security. Few of us then 
visualized the shadow which was soon to fall across the industrial 
path of gas-workers, and the threat to the security hitherto enjoyed 
by them under the xgis of a democratic co-partnership. While 
appreciating the Government's difficulty in dealing with different 
characteristics of the various co-partnership schemes concerned, it 
is respectfully emphasized that the employees who are to be drawn 


into a nationalized gas industry are entitled to expect terms which 
are not a retrograde step for them. 


Conversion of Co-Partnership Stocks into British 
Gas Stock 


Trustees of co-partnership bonus have been accustomed to pur- 
chase stock in various ways for the purpose of allotting it to co- 
partners annually. The stock is allotted by the trustees at the 
average purchase price, which may not necessarily be the market 
price prevailing at the time. Co-partners are usually restricted 
from selling co-partnership stock, unless for special and approved 
reasons. Therefore, advantage could not be taken by them to sell 
stock on the open market if, and when, the price were high. Gas 
stocks, including ordinary stocks, have been regarded for many 
years as unofficial gilt edged securities, because Parliament 
visualized, in authorizing gas undertakings, a perpetual franchise. 
Gas companies are restricted as to dividend payments on ordinary 
stocks. Several of the gas undertakings suffered considerable 
damage during the second World War, when, for several years, no 
dividends were paid on ordinary stocks. It is submitted : (a) That 
these factors have necessarily tended to cause the price of gas 
stocks to be quoted lower than would otherwise have been the 
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case, and, therefore, they should be taken into consideration when 
the values of the stocks are assessed for conversion tr 
(b) That the British Gas Stock, in lieu of gas stocks, should attract 
a rate of interest at least on the co-partners’ holdings,. not less 
than the average dividends recently paid on the gas stocks. It is 
emphasized in this connexion that if 3% interest per annum is to 
be payable on the British Gas Stock allocated to co-partners, they 
would drop, on average, 2% per annum on their stock invest- 
ments. Such a drop of income would be a serious thing for many 
co-partners, pensioners, and widows. In the last-named category, 
dividends on ordinary stocks constitute, in some cases, practically 
the sole income. It is sincerely hoped, therefore, that the normal 
rate of dividend on gas stocks, say, 5%, will be maintained in the 
British Gas Stock issued to co-partners. 

Clause 56 of the Gas Bill contemplates the winding up of co- 
partnership schemes. The effect of this would be that tens of 
thousands of co-partners, who have been carefully schooled into 
thrifty habits, with a view to acquiring stock in their undertakings, 
saving for a rainy day, for house purchase, or unforeseen special 
circumstances, would be paid out from their co-partnership 
accounts, while their co-partnership stock would be converted into 
British Gas Stock. All restriction would be removed, thereby, 
from the co-partners as to the withdrawal of bonus and sale of 
stock. It may be said that the securities would remain theirs, and 
that their accumulated bonus and savings could be deposited in the 
Post Office Savings Bank, or in National Savings Certificates. This 
is true, but the training of a lifetime would be neutralized in many 
cases, and the incentive gone. The savings and stock holdings of 
co-partners are invaluable to them in many ways during their work- 
ing lives, when they are pensioned, and to the widow on the death 
of her husband. The payment of bonus would cease. Employees 
would no longer be part owners in their undertakings. How 
a substitute would government compensation be for the forfeited 
rights of co-partnership. 

Clause 57 (1) of the Bill contemplates the payment of com- 
pensation for the loss of co-partnership rights. iP it transpires that 
co-partnership schemes are to wound up, and compensation 

aid, it is urged that such compensation should be defined, and 

oes its place in the Gas Act. “The Minister shall by regula- 
tions require every Area Board and the Gas Council to ‘ pay,’” 
&c., is surely too nebulous for the purpose. 

A large measure of autonomy is contemplated in the Bill for 
Area Boards, which will be responsible for development and 
economy in the respective areas. Therefore, there would be ample 
opportunity within the areas for the continuance of co-partnership 
development, earned bonus payment, consultative works com- 
mittees, allotments of British Gas Stock to employees by the 
investment of their bonus, and through these media, seats on the 
Area Boards and Gas Council for representative employees. 


Proposed New Clauses 


The four clauses which it is suggested should be incorporated 
in the Gas Bill are as follows : 

1. No employee of any gas company, gas authority or under- 
taking who by reason or in consequence of this Act shall become 
an officer or servant of an employing authority constituted or 
arising by reason of this Act (hereinafter called “the employing 
authority ”) shall by reason of the transfer of his service to the 
employing authority be in any worse position in respect to the 
conditions of his service as compared with the conditions pre- 
viously obtaining with respect to him and in determining whether 
an employee so transferred is or is not in a worse position regard 
shall be had to all relevant considerations, including tenure of 
office or employment, remuneration, gratuities, bonus shares, 
bonuses, share of profits, the right to acquire stock or shares, 
pension superannuation sick benefits, sick pay, sick fund holidays, 
holiday pay, special rates for gas, gas appliances or fuel, and any 
other benefits or allowances or addition to standard wages whether 
the same respectively are provided for himself or for his widow, 
family, or representatives and whether obtaining legally or by 
customary practice of the company, authority, or undertaking or 
person under whom he held his previous office or employment. 

2. Any person who at the date when any gas company, gas 
authority, or undertaking is taken over by or comes under the 
contro] of the employing authority was in the full time employ- 
ment of such gas company, gas authority, or undertaking and for 
any reason other than his own default is not upon such gas com- 
pany, gas authority, or undertaking being so taken over or coming 
under such control taken into full time employment of a no less 
favourable nature of or under the employing authority and re- 
tained therein for a period not less than ten years or any lesser 
period to cover his normal age of retirement shall be entitled to 
reasonable and proper compensation for loss of office or employ- 
ment or other pecuniary loss thereby arising. Provided that if 
the employment of or under the employing authority is in some 
other locality than that in which such person was previously 
employed causes any hardship, such person shall be entitled to 
reasonable and proper compensation. 

3. Any scheme constituted or coming into effect by or in 
accordance with the provisions of this Act for the establishment 
of relations between the employing authority, management, and 
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employees shall be no less favourable to the employees and such 
of the trades unions as may be concerned than the arrangements 
in that respect existing in relation to such employees prior to 
the coming into being of the employing authority and in deter- 
mining whether any such scheme is or is not less favourable 
regard shall be had to all relevant considerations including repre- 
sentation of employees on the directing Board and any system 
by which representatives of the employees or employees have 
direct contact with the management or directing Board or other- 
wise are given power or opportunity to take part in or influence 
the running of the company, authority, or undertaking in which 
they are employed. 

4. Stock or shares which have been issued to or acquired by 
or on behalf of employees of any company, authority, or under- 
taking as part or for the purpose of any co-partnership or profit 
sharing scheme in operation in such company, authority, or under- 
taking shall for all purposes of compensation or substitution 
be taken and rated at a value not less than the actual money 
value of such stock or shares at the time when the same was or 
were so issued or acquired or the current market price whicheve: 
is the higher, provided that in any case where such stock 
or shares were purchased by or on behalf of such employees the 
value at which the same shall be so taken or rated shalt. be not 
less than the value at which such purchase was made or the 
current market price, whichever is the higher. 


Co-Partnership in Practice 


The introduction of co-partnership in the gas industry dates 
back nearly 60 years, since when most of the gas undertakings 
in the country, not municipally owned, have adopted co-partner- 
ship schemes. The manner in which the profit share is deter- 
mined and allocated to the employees varies with some of the 
undertakings, but is generally paid from profits after a dividend 
has been declared. 

Co-partnership bonus is usually credited to the individual 
co-partners in pass books which contain a withdrawable or cash 
account, and a stock account. Facilities are provided for stock 
purchase through the pass books. Stock is purchased and held 
by trustees pending allotments. The trustees buy on the open 
market and from pensioners, widows, legal representatives, and 
co-partners who are eligible to sell and are desirous of doing 
so, As one of the primary objects of co-partnership is the ac- 
quiring of stock in the undertaking concerned, which is largely 
done by using bonus credited to co-partners, the sale of the stock 
by the co-partners is restricted. Usually the stock thus acquired 
is the ordinary stock of the undertaking concerned, but in a 
few cases a different class of stock is provided. 

Co-partnership or works committees, which are consultative 
and/or managerial in their particular spheres, are an integral 
part of co-partnership schemes. The scope of their administra- 
tion includes that of the following funds: Co-partnership, super- 
annuation, accident, provident, convalescent, state insurance, extra 
benefit and burial, unemployment benefits, &c. The committees 
are usually composed equally of members appointed by the 
board of directors and elected by the employees respectively. 
In a consultative capacity the subjects dealt with by the com- 
mittees range from wages rates and welfare questions to the 
policy of the companies. 

Employee’s directors are elected to the boards on which they 
serve by their fellow co-partners. Employees candidates for such 
positions are sometimes required to have service and stock hold- 
ing qualifications. Votes of the electorate are also based on stock 
holding. Employees’ directors are free entities on the boards on 
which they serve. 

On Dec. 31, 1946, the amount of the stock and deposits held 
by employees and pensioners in co-partnership and profit sharing 
undertakings represented by the committee was as follows:— 
Stock held by employees ee ie £3,100,756 
On deposit in co-partnership accounts 1,376,244 
Money invested in gas undertakings in respect of 

pension, superannuation, guarantee schemes, &c. 4,689,08 | 

£9,166,081 


Total 


Total bonus paid during period between two wars 
1919-1938/39 ... ~ iter se ice ai 


£5,721 ,609 


The companies referred to are:— 


Baldock. Cardiff. 

Barnet. Chester United. 

Bath. Commercial. 

Bedford. Croydon. 

Bishop’s Stortford, Epping & Eastbourne. 
District. East Surrey. 

Bournemouth. Exeter. 

Bridgwater. Gas Light & Coke, 

Brighton, Hove, & Worthing. Glouscester. 

Broadstairs. Grantham. 

Cambridge. a & St. Leonards. 

Canterbury. Ipswich. 





PER DAY INSTALLATION 


OF W-D INTERMITTENT 


166,081 VERTICAL CHAMBERS NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION 


AT PONDERS END FOR THE 


TOTTENHAM AND DISTRICT GAS COMPANY. 


THE WOODALL-DUCKHAM VERTICAL RETORT & OVEN CONSTRUCTION CO. (1920) LTD. 
EBURY AND ALLINGTON HOUSES, 136-150 VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.! 





Bririch Ga d ie PHONE : orja 700|- EGRAMS :_ RETORTICAL (SOWEST) LONDON 
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LANT 


We have long experience 
in the design and manu- 
facture of vertical and 


’ ageri 
horizontal tube gas con- pens 


ment 


densers. This equipment 0 & 


staff 
can be constructed for gas- 


works of all sizes and every 
condenser is designed to suit 
the prevailing conditions. 
Special attention is given 
to gas and cooling water 
velocities. 

The illustration shows a 
vertical tube condenser 
with welded casing. The 
capacity is 250,000 cubic 


feet of gas per diem. 


y 


NEWTON CHAMBERS & Co. Ltd., THORNCLIFFE, Nr. SHEFFIELD 


LONDON OFFICE: GRAND BUILDINGS, TRAFALGAR $Q., LONDON, W.C.2. 
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South Suburban. 

Taunton. 

Tottenham. 

Tunbridge Wells. 

Uxbridge, Maidenhead, Wy- 
combe & District, 

Wandsworth. 

Watford & St. Albans. 

Wellingborough. 

Weston-super- Mare. 

Woking. 

York, Harrogate & District. 

Yorktown (Camberley). 


A Draft Scheme 


In its Memorandum the committee submits the following salient 
features of a draft co-partnership scheme within the framework 
of the Gas Council. 

Service Agreement.—Employees, after a period of probation, 
say three months, to be invited to sign service agreements on a 
yearly basis. Such agreements to be the basis for candidature 
in relation to elections for membership to co-partnership works 
committees, Area Boards, and Gas Council, for voting in such 
elections, for participation in co-partnership benefits, and for 
membership to pensions funds. . 

Co-partnership Works Committee——To operate in each of the 
undertakings embraced in an area, provided that the number of 
employees is 1,500 or more. Small undertakings in the area could 
be grouped for the purpose of forming a co-partnership works 
committee. The functions of the committee to be consultative 
in relation to the service and welfare of the employee and man- 
agerial in respect of specific funds, such as yas eae and 
pensions funds. Employees to elect members from their depart- 
ments or sections to the committee on an approved basis. Voting 
to be by ballot. An Area Board to nominate an equivalent num- 
ber of members, selected from the Area Board, administrative 
staff, foremen, and/or workmen in the area. The committee to 
meet once a month, or more frequently, as occasion requires. 

Employees as members of Area Boards and Gas Council.—Each 
Area Board to contain two employee members elected from the 
Area, i.e, one representing the administrative staff, and one the 
weekly and hourly rated staff. The term of office to be three 
years. Qualifications of candidates to be:—{a) To hold £25 of 
British Gas Stock. (b) To have served for at least three years as 


Lea Bridge. 

Liverpool. 

Long Eaton. sa 

Mid Southern Utility. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne & Gates- 


head. 
North Middlesex. 
Plymouth & Stoneheuse. 
Romford, 
Rugby. 
Shrewsbury. 
Slough. 
South Metropolitan. 


GAS JOURNAL 375 


e 
a member of a co-partnership works committee or as an em- 


. ployees’ director within the area. The Gas Council to contain 


two employee members, i.e.. one representing the administrative 
staff, and one the weekly and hourly rated staffs, such two em- 
ployee members to be elected to the Gas Council by the operating 
employee members on the Area Boards, and as representing their 
respective staffs. The terms of office to be three years. Voting 
to be by ballot. 

Co-partnership Stock and Accounts.—The co-partnership stock, 
after its conversion into British Gas stock, together with the 
accumulated bonus in the co-partnership accounts, to be restricted 
as to sale and withdrawal respectively, and be the nucleus hold- 
ings under a co-partnership scheme with the Gas Council. 
Monies to be withdrawable from the cash and savings account 
without restriction, by giving seven days’ notice, but not from 
the stock account. Interest to be paid on completed pounds at 
the rate of 3% per annum (subject to adjustment of rate). in re- 
spect of periods of completed calendar months. 

Co-partnership Bonus.--Bonus to be credited annually, when 
declared, in equal proportion to the cash and savings account and 
stock account, respectively. The bonus to be derived from a per- 
centage of the _ made in the area (or combined areas), and 
after allowing for the payment of interest on the relative British 
Gas stocks represented by conversion. The rate of bonus to be 
declared by the Area Board (or the Gas Council). The bonus 
to be calculated on wages and salaries and to apply only on, the 
first £1,000 per annum. 

Stock Allotments.—British Gas stock to be available annually 
for allotment. Stock to be allotted when there is sufficient for 
£10 of stock on the stock account. Transfer of amounts from 
the a and savings account to be permitted for the purchase of 
stock. 

Trustees.—The trustees of unallotted British Gas stock to be the 
Central Gas Authority. Stock sold by employee stockholders, 
pensioners, widows, executors, &c., to be purchasable by the 
trustees, who would also purchase stock on the open market as, 
and when, necessary. The price of issue to employees by the 
trustees to be the average price of purchase by them. 

Departmental Clubs and Associations—The objects of these 
several bodies are for the payment of sickness allowances, burial 
benefits, &c. It is suggested that they could usefully be merged, 
and administered by the co-partnership works committee. The 
weekly subscription to be deducted from wages, on the written 
authority of the employee, thus obviating individual collecting. 


FUTURE OF THE CONJOINT CONFERENCE 
LORD FALMOUTH ON THE EFFECTS OF NATIONALIZATION 


RESIDING at the Annual Meeting of the Conjoint Con- 

ference of Public Utility Associations on Feb. 11, Lord 

Falmouth said the transference of electricity to public owner- 
ship inevitably entailed the winding-up of the five Electrical 
Associations all of which were members of the Conference, and it 
was only right that he should pay tribute to the spirit of co-opera- 
tion whjch had for so many years distinguished those associations 
in their dealings with the Conference. The railway companies on 
Jan. 1 handed over their duties and traditions to the British Trans- 
port Commission, and although the Railway Companies’ Asso- 
ciation had never been a member of the Conference, they had 
on many occasions-——particularly during the last few years—co- 
operated on many matters relating to Parliamentary and legal 
work. While it was true that the road haulage industry had not 
yet vested in the Transport Committee, the appointed day for 
the transference of road haulage from private ownership could 
not be long delayed and this again would eliminate the repre- 
sentation of that interest on the Conference through the Public 
Transport Association. 

In view of the statement made by the Prime Minister in De- 
cember, 1945, that “ the intention of the Government is not based 
on any theories or ideologies but on the plain facts as they 
present themselves to common-sense men,” it might have been 
expected that the mationalization of three of the nation’s basic 
industries in little more than a year wou'd have been fullowed 
by some interval in the legislative programme of the Government 
in order that the public might have an opportunity to decide 
from actual experience whether the benefits of public ownership 
were as conspicuous as its advocates had suggested. 

. The Government were, however, obviously unwilling to allow 
any delay and the Second Reading in the House of Commons of 
a Bill to nationalize the Gas Industry was taking place that day. 
To this Bill the British Gas Council was opposed on the ground 
that the development of the industry was more likely to be 
secured by evolutio methods than by the drastic application 
of revolutionary remedies. which, at this important juncture of 
our history; must cause some temporary confusion. It was, how- 
ever, proposed to supersede the well-tried and remarkably suc- 


cessful method of providing by company and local authority 
enterprise an essential public service, by an experiment which 
could not easily be undone. 


Personal Never Ending Service 


The supply of gas was a personal and never ending service 
involving local knowledge and necessitating individual under- 
standing of the consumer and his needs, together with flexibility 
and decentralization to meet local and changing conditions. 
There was no evidence to show that nationalization would result 
in cheaper gas or improved consumer service and goodwill. On 
the other hand, there was clear evidence that the requirements 
of industrial and domestic consumers could best be met by a 
personal service devised to cater for their individual and often 
complex requirements. 

Further, the view was widely held that during the experimental 
stages of the operation of the coal and electricity industries under 
public ownership, it would have been prudent to have preserved 
an independent Gas Industry in order that the consumer should 
not be faced with a complete monopoly of all forms of light, 
heat and power by the Government. 

Such matters as these had been the predominant pre-occupation 
of the Gas and Electricity Member Associations of the Confer- 
ence during the year and had made it difficult for them to devote 
the necessary amount of time and consideration to other measures 
by which they were less directly affected. It had, he thought, 
been fortunate that the Conjoint Conference had been able 
to act in many of these ‘matters on behalf of all the utilities ard 
thereby relieve, to some extent, its members of a burden which 
might well have been intolerable. 

The principal matters on which the Conference had acted were 
enumerated in the annual report but two or three might be se- 
lected for special mention. 

One of the most complicated measures of the Session had been 
the Town and Country Planning Act which, owing to the appli- 
cation of the guillotine, was inadequately considered by the 
House of Commons. The purpose of the Act was to codify 
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and amend the law on town and country planning and to trans- 
fer the responsibility for planning from urban and rural district 
councils to the councils of counties and county boroughs, the 
intention being to subject the country to more rigid town and 
country planning control. It could hardly be expected that 
public utilities could secure complete immunity from such con- 
trol and the adjustment of the relationship between the authorities 
and the public utilities had been the subject of prolonged negotia- 
tion with the Ministry of Town and Country Planning. By and 
large, the not unsatisfactory compromise devised by the Town 
and Country Planning Act 1944 had been preserved, and, in par- 
ticular the extremely satisfactory compensatory provisions con- 
tained in that Act remained applicable. 


Another matter was the well-worn subject of mains and cables 
in highways. It was a disappointment that the prospect of a 
final settlement of this matter, which was forecast in the last 
annual report, was frustrated by the failure of the County Coun- 
cils’ Association to agree the clause which their own representa- 
tive had negotiated. 

The South Metropolitan and the Commercial Gas Companies, 
by depositing Bills at the beginning of last Session incorporating 
the negotiated clause, performed a service to the public utilities 
of the country. While it was true that these Bills failed to 
obtain the support of the Government and therefore had to be 
withdrawn, they undoubtedly had the effect of calling the at- 
tention of the Government to the importance of obtaining a 
settlement of this long outstanding question. During the year, 
the Ministry of Transport had been active in obtaining the 
views of all those Government Departments in any way con- 
cerned with highways, including the Post Office, and subsequently 
a Conference was called by the Ministry of all organizations 
interested in the question. These included organizations which 
had not been parties to previous negotiations, such as the 
London County Council and the Highway Associations of 
Scotland. : 

All parties accepted as the basis of negotiation the findings 
of the Carnock Report, which so strongly supported the views 
of the Conjoint Conference. and the opinion was expressed by 
the Ministry that the negotiated clause was a fair and reasonable 
interpretation of that report. 

There seemed every prospect of obtaining such a measure of 
agreement as would justify the Government in introducing next 
Session a public and comprehensive measure dealing with the 
use Of highways by public utilities. The proposed Act would 
supersede the Gas-Works Clauses Acts and the Water Act and 


GAS COMPANIES’ 


2 HE Annual General Meeting of the Gas Companies’ Pro- 
tection Association was held at the Alliance Hall, West- 
minster, on Feb. 13, Mr. F. G. Brewer, Chairman of the 
Committee, presiding in the absence of Mr. Frank H. Jones, 


President. The accounts for the two financial years ended Sept. 
30, 1946 and 1947, and the Committee’s report for the period 
from April 1, 1946 to Sept. 30, 1947, were submitted. The report 
reviewed the attitude of the Association towards nationalization, 
the effect of which was to endorse and support the action of the 
British Gas Council. The Association had also from time to 
time exchanged views on the subject of nationalization with the 
Association of Gas Corporations. : 

After referring to the work of the Conjoint Conference of 
Public Utility Associations, the report stated that althqugh legis- 
lation to provide for compensation for war damage suffered by 
public utility undertakings had still to be introduced, considerable 
progress had been made in the negotiations between the Treasury 
and the Ministry of Fuel and Power, and undertakings had been 
asked to submit in detail a statement of their claims in accordance 
with a formula drawn up by the Ministry after consultation with 
representatives of the Industry. It was hoped that the total sum 
of compensation would soon be finally determined and that then 
the necessary legislation would be enacted. 

The Chairman, in moving the adoption of the report, said that 
presumably the Gas Bill, having passed its Second Reading, would 
now go to the Standing Committee of the House. The Bill 
followed very closely the Electricity Act, both in its general 
plan and its detailed provisions. In both instances the country 
was to be divided into regions, with Area Boards, and in both 
cases there was. to be a central body. Compensation for both 
industries was to be on the basis of Stock Exchange quotations 
for companies, and payment of outstanding loan in the case 
of municipalities, . 


. Difference in Emphasis 


He thought it should be said that in regard to the organization 
of the gas industry there was an important difference in emphasis; 
the emphasis had been ‘shifted' frém the central authority’ to the 
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would override all existing protective clauses in “private Acts 
and Orders. Further, it was proposed by the Ministry that the 
Act should apply not only to the mains of gas, electricity, and 
water undertakings but also to the apparatus of the Post Office 
and district heating undertakings. It was the desire of the 
Ministry, if an adequate measure of agreement was reached, to 
introduce the necessary measure next Session. 

Passing reference should be made to thé opposition of the 
conference before a Select Committee of the House of Lords to 
the District Heating Clauses incorporated in the London County 
Council (General Powers) Act. As a matter of interest, it might 
be mentioned that this was the first occasion on which a Bill had 
been opposed by the Conference as such. 

_As a result of the intervention of the Conference, the prin- 
ciple was established that where a local authority supplied dis- 
trict heating, it should not do so in pursuance of the exercise of 
its functions as a housing authority but should establish a 
separate district heating undertaking liable to the responsibilities 
and obligations normally imposed upon statutory public utilities 
including the duty to make available to the public sufficient in- 
formation to enable them to form an opinion as to the financial 
success or otherwise‘of the scheme. 

_ From these and other matters to which reference was made 
in the report, it would be admitted that the Conference during 
this year had found full scope for its activities. The future, 
however, was more difficult. As already stated, the Electricity 
Associations would go out of existence on April 1, and the 
nationalization of the Gas Industry would inevitably entail the 
winding-up of the British Gas Council, and the Gas Companies’ 
Protection Association. It would, therefore, be impossible for the 
Conjoint Conference to continue, at any rate under its present 
Constitution. 

The future of the Conference was considered at a meeting of 


‘the Council in January, and although it was generally recognized 


that the Conference could not for long survive the demise of so 
many of its members, it was nevertheless decided that winding-up 
resolutions should not be submitted to this meeting. It might 
well be that some form of co-operation between the Utilities 
would still be necessary although at present it was impossible to 
forecast what form such co-operation would take. It was thought 
therefore. that until the future was somewhat more clearly de- 
fined, it would be advisable to keep the Conference in existence 
although its functions might be to a large extent nominal. ‘The 
question would be re-examined in the light of subsequent de- 
velopments. 


PROTECTION ASSOCIATION 


Area Board. That, he supposed, was explained partly by the 
essential difference in make-up between the gas and electricity 
industries. With electricity there was a division between genera- 
tion, transmission, and distribution, and there was not that 
same division in the gas industry. He thought also that it could 
be said that a little lesson had been taken from experience, and 
much more discretion and wider powers and responsibilities were 
to be given to the Area Gas Boards than in the case of industries 
nationalized hitherto. To that extent the Bill was a better 
measure than either the Transport Act or the Electricity Act. 


A large number of amendments were made in the Electricity 
Bill in the course of its passage through Parliament, though 
there was no change in fundamental principle. Among those 
amendments were provisions relating to composite companies, 
with compensation for severance, and the insertion of a “no 
export” clause in regard to manufacture of plant by the Elec- 
tricity Authority. There was also inserted a clause prohibiting 
undue preference or discrimination, and a disqualification of 
directors or officers from being stockholders’ representatives was 
removed. Why that disqualification reappeared in the Gas Bill 
was difficult to understand, because no one knew case for 
stockholders better than their appointed guardians in the persons 
of directors and officers. In his opinion there were two slight 
omissions from the Gas Bill. So far as he could see there was 
no provision. as to development of supplies in rural areas; nor 
was there any provision for compensation to displaced officers of 
the national bodies, though a clause on that subject had been 
inserted in the Electricity Act. 


Having summarized the provisions relating to the Area Boards 
and the Gas Council, Mr. Brewer said it seemed that the contem- 
plated functions of the central body were advisory and financial 
rather than executive. They would be the issuing body for the 
Compensation stock and they would also deal with the issue 
of stock for capital development. He hoped it was intended 
that the Area Boards should have a good deal of discretion and 
power, and it was directly to them that in most cases the direc- 
tions from the. Minister would go. The clause relating to con- 
sultation between the Area Boards and the National Coal Board 


in matters affecting carbonization would be of considerable im- 
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The power press performs 
an indispensable service in 
the modern factory, where 
the trend is towards greater 
speed, greater manufacturing 
precision, and higher quality- 
standards @ Amongst the 
notable features of the Main 
factories are the well laid- 
out and finely equipped press 
shops. Here, the steady 
rumble of heavy machinery 
announces that ‘* business is 
pressing’! Bat- 
teries of mo- 
dern machines, 
with their care- 
fully designed 
and costly dies, 
can be seen cut- 
ting and shaping 


steel sheets into a variety of 
cooker parts with amazing ease 
and rapidity @ In the first 
stage of pressing, best quality 
(enamelling-grade) sheet steel 
is cut or blanked to the required 
size. The flat blanks are then 
shaped—a process usually com- 
prising several operations—into 
the many different parts needed 
for the complete range of Main 
cookers @ As an example of 
the intricate nature of pressed 

steel work, more 

than 200 opera- 


va AT. tions may be 
Involved in the 


production of 
the finished parts 
for certain types 
of cooker. 


“ R. & A. MAIN LTD+ LONDON & FALKIRK 





GAS JOURNAL February 18, 1948 
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NEW WORLD No. 1430 Gas Cooker 


PRODUCT OF * Radiation Ltd . Radiation House, Aston, Birmingham, 6 
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Another special Ww of the 


NEW WORLD _{ i 
No. 1430 


Gas Cooker _. 


The NEW WORLD No. 1430 Gas Cooker is 
equipped with self-seating Vertico taps which are absolutely 
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leak-proof, trouble-free, and cannot be turned on inadvertently. 
Their handles are of moulded plastic, and are unobtrusively 
sited beneath the hotplate. 





They are among the ten features (listed below) which justify 
the claim that the No. 1430 is the best NEW WORLD Gas 
Cooker yet produced. 


10 points of supremacy: 

1 Elegant in appearance 

2 Easy to clean 

3 Cooks to perfection 

4 Saves Gas 

5 Air-Float Oven heats quickly 

6 Spring-Sealed Door conserves heat 
7 Regulo controls oven temperature 
8 Chassis construction for strength 

% 9 Leak-proof Vertico taps ce 

10 Easy action platerack and Covertop : ' 


| NEW WORLD No. 1430 Gas Cieker 


Showrooms & London Offices: 7 & 8 Stratford Place, W.1 propuct of Rddiation Ltd 
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portance to undertakings wih coke oven gas supplies, and he 
imagined there would need to be a good deal of straightening 
out between the Area Boards and the National Coal Board on 
such matters. 

He believed the Stock Exchange quotation basis was followed 
for both transport and electricity, and in many cases it might be 
argued that that basis was even worse for gas. They could only 
hope that even yet some better basis might be found. The industry 
itself had pressed the case for maintenance of income as being 
a fair and equitable basis. They were, as an association, con- 
sidering the points which arose on the Bill and were in touch with 
the British Gas Council, which was the body recognized as the 
channel for the communication of the views of the industry. The 
Committee had so far been in complete agreement with all the 
measures that the British Gas Council had taken. An enormous 
amount of work had been put in by the British Gas Council, and 
the industry as a whole should be extremely grateful for all that 
had been done in that way. 


Stockholders’ Representatives 


There were some provisions, as in the amended Electricity Act, 
for the appointment of stockholders’ representatives, and they 
would represent the interests of all the stockholders, both in regard 
io the determination of the amount of compensation payable to 
them and in the payment of dividends during what was called the 
final financial period—the period between the last financial year 
and the vesting date. Dividends declared after the date of publi- 
cation of the Bill (Jan. 23) were subject to control, and were 
limited in the case of fixed interest stocks to the payment of the 
fixed rate and in the case of ordinary stocks to either 4% or the 
rate paid for the last complete financial year for which dividend 
was paid before Jan. 23, whichever was the higher. There were 
certain private Act restrictions which might have some importance 
for standard price and sliding scale companies. 


The Chairman went on to summarize the provision regarding 
gas supplies, methods of charge, tariffs, and conditions of employ- 
ment. He felt that the contemplated ending of co-partnership was 
a matter for regret. The gas industry had been an outstanding 
example of what co-partnership had meant, both to the industry 
and to the individual co-partner. It was not merely profit sharing ; 
it was something far more than that, and he hoped that everything 
possible would be done with a view to continuing the spirit, and 
perhaps something more than the spirit, of co-partnership in the 
new make-up. 


There were as he had indicated a number of points on which 
the Association was in touch with the British Gas Council, and 
on which they were taking counsel’s opinion. It would be prema- 
ture to go into those points, and it would be much better to await 
the advice that would be given to them. 


Turning to the annual report, the Chairman referred with great 
regret to the death of Mr. A. J. Mumford and Mr. J. Bertram 
Brown, both of whom had rendered great service to the Associa- 
tion over past years. He also regretted the retirement from the 
Committee of Mr. E. J. K. Fussell, and welcomed in their places! 
Mr. F. T. Brookes (Mr. Mumford’s successor as Secretary of. the 
British Gas Light Company), Mr. R. H. Epps (Secretary of the 
Tottenham and District Gas:Company) and Major E. M. Wood 
(Director of the Wandsworth and District Gas Company). 


Mr. P. A. Symmons (Hampton Court) formally seconded the 
adoption of the report and accounts. 


Mr. W. Phillips (Luton) suggested that a complete assurance 
should be given that in conjunction with the British Gas Council, 
the Association would do all that was possible in the Standing 
Committee stage of the Bill to uphold the interests of the gas 
industry in regard to compensation and any other matters that 
affected their interests. 

The Chairman said he could give that assurance without any 
reservation. He had himself seen the points which the British 
Gas Council desired to put forward, and he had no hesitation in 
assuring the members that their interests would be very completely 
watched. 

On the proposition of the Chairman, seconded by Mr. E. H. 
Harman (Commercial), Mr. Frank H. Jones was unanimously re- 
elected President of the Association. 

Mr. F. J. Bradfield, Mr. Bruce Anderson, Mr. D. H. Helps 
and Mr. A. A. Johnston were re-elected Vice-Presidents, and on 
the motion of Mr. R. H. Epps (Tottenham), seconded by Major 
E. M. Wood (Wandsworth), the name of Mr. Fussell was added 
to the list of Vice-Presidents. 


Messrs. C. F. Botley, F. G. Brewer, C. Bateman, E. H. Harman, 
B. A. Mallender, and A. G. Williams were re-elected members 
of the Committee, and Mr. G. Murray Burton was re-appointed 
Hon. Auditor, with a special vote of thanks for past services. 


_The meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the Chairman for 

his able exposition of the Gas Bill, and a vote of thanks to 
Mr. R. Girdlestone Cooper, the Secretary, and his staff, for 
their services during the past year. 
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AMONG THE JUNIORS 


HE six Junior Gas Association papers published in the February 
issue of “‘ GAs ’”—out to-day—cover, as usual, a wide and varied 
* field. One describes the operation of a typical small under- 
taking, two deal with manufacturing problems—gas oil gasification 
and the treatment of gas-works effluent—and three cover aspects of 
domestic and industrial utilization. There is also a discussion on the 
outstanding paper on “The Valuation of a Gas Undertaking for 
Local Rating,” by D. D. Burns (Glasgow), to the Scottish (Western) 
Juniors which was published in the January issue. 


“The Small Gas Undertaking,’ presented by H. Short, Engineer 
and Manager of the Porthcawl Gas Department, when the Wales and 
Monmouthshire Juniors visited his works, is a fine record of progress. 
Since 1915 the make of gas has increased from 22 million to 97 million 
cu.ft., and arrangements have been made for a bulk supply from Port 
Talbot, but owing to difficulties in the delivery of pipes and specials 
for the supply main the Department will again be forced to rely on 
existing plant for this year’s summer load. 


The Yorkshire Junior Gas Association’s ‘‘ Short Paper” day pro- 
duced three noteworthy communications, of which probably the most 
important is that by J. B.:Lowis on “‘ Gasification of Oil in Hori- 
zontal Retorts.”” The increase of gas outputs throughout the whole 
country within the past few years, coupled with delay in the supply 
of new carbonizing plant and the acute coal shortage of early 1947, 
necessitated that many undertakings should manufacture gas by methods 
unorthodox in this country. Harrogate Gas Company, like so many 
other undertakings, was faced with these difficulties, and during 
1947 manufactured a high proportion of carburetted water gas and 
a comparatively high proportion of oil gas. Normally Harrogate 
gas, with a declared calorific value 450 B.Th.U./cu.ft., is a mixture 
of continuous vertical coal gas and approximately 25% carburetted 
water gas, but there are also nine beds, each of eight retorts, 20 ft. 
through, 16 in. by 22 in.. D-shaped horizontals. These, having 
been regarded as redundant for some time, had not been maintained. 
Three beds of these retorts were converted for gasification of gas oil. 
Horizontal retorts were chosen for oil injection chiefly because of 
their firebrick construction, and the reluctance to inject oil on to the 
silica of the continuous vertical retorts. The plant was run inter- 
mittently for a period of six months, the longest period without 
shut-down being six weeks. Without oil subsidy at half rate, the 
use of gas oil is not an economical proposition. Its use may only 
be justified where it is vital to obtain additional gas output from a 
given plant. 


** Radiant Tubes in the Infra Red Process,” presented at the same 
meeting by R. Workman, of the Yorkshire Industrial Gas Centre, 
Ltd., shows that this method of radiating heat has been favoured by 
the Yorkshire Centre, and the use of tubes as the radiating source 
has proved in some instances to be advantageous over other types of 
emitter. The radiant tube form of oven offers advantages in regard 
to initial cost and maintenance cost, while the method of construction 
facilitates stoving of irregular shaped articles. Radiant heat is by 
no means applicable to all problems, and thought must be given to a 
combination of radiant heat and forced convection. In certain 
instances use can be made of the hot waste gases already under pressure 
from an eductor, as a means of obtaining the necessary air move- 
ment within the oven without recourse to additional fans and 
equipment. 


An important contribution of the proceedings of the Manchester 
Association of Junior Gas Engineers is a paper by T. Nicklin, Pro- 
duction Engineer of the United Kingdom Gas Corporation, Ltd., 
on ‘“ Treatment of Gas-works Effluent, with Special Reference to a 
Gas-works Making 14 million cu.ft. of Gas per Day with Inter- 
mittent Vertical Chambers.” The paper deals fully with the nature 
of ammoniacal liquor, the treatment and disposal of gas-works liquors, 
Phenol extraction and liquor evaporation, benzole recovery plant, 
solvent losses on dephenolating plants, disposal of condensates, and 
the cost of effluent treatment. 


M. F. Scott (Sheffield) sums up one of the most essential domestic 
requirements in “Some Notes on Domestic Hot Water ”—one of the 
three short papers to the Yorkshire Juniors and gives some interesting 
comparison of methods of heating water. 


“ The Repair and Maintenance of Gas-fired Furnaces ”’ is the subject 
of a Paper by L. V. S. Mann, of the Industrial Department, Birming- 
ham Gas Department, to the Midland Junior Gas Association. The 
author gives the probable order of causes of brickwork failure to 
furnaces such as those used for metal melting and varnish boiling 
and of the muffle and batch types as abrasive action between metal 
and firebrick floor of furnace; carelessness on the part of operators; 
failure to remove ferrous scale from furnace floor or landing blocks 
(in the case of charger type furnace); unsound original construction 
and/or subsequent repair; excessive temperature and rapid and 
intermittent heating; explosion. He suggests that in view of the acute 
refractory material shortage, repairs, where possible, are well antici- 
pated. Knowledge of the capabilities of furnace setters employed 
to carry out repairs is important. 
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GAS UNDERTAKINGS’ 
RESULTS 


Romford Gas Company.—The Directors 
have decided to recommend payment of a 
final dividend on Ordinary stock of 24% 
actual, less*tax, making 5% for the year 
ended Dec. 31, payable on Mar. 8. 

City of Durham Gas Company.—The 
revenue account for the year ended Dec. 31, 
a‘ter writing off £2,000 in respect of depre- 
ciation of cookers, shows a profit of £6,518, 
compared with £6,690 for the previous year. 
Final dividends of 5% on the Original capital 
(making 10% for the year), 34% on the 
Ordinary capital (making 7%) and 2% on 
the Preference capital (making 4%), less 
tax, leave £6,428 to be carried forward, 
against £5,758 brought in. A sum of £1,500 
is transferred to reserve against £2,000, and 
£450 to renewals fund, the same as before. 
Gas sales for the year amounted to 
224,543,000 cu.ft., equivalent to 1,122,715 
therms, representing an increase of 4.5% 
over 1946 and 62.9% on the corresponding 
figure for 1938. 

City of Perth (Australia) Gas Derartment.— 
The report for the year ended Sept. 30 last 
shows total gas sales of 818,659,000 cu.ft. 
against 790,329,338 cu.ft. for the previous 
year. The maximum day’s output was 
2,922,000 cu.ft. on Aug. 9. The number of 
meters in use increased by 1,917 to a total of 
38,944, and the aggregate length of mains 
laid up to Sept. 30 was 455.06 miles. Work 
on new carburetted water gas plant is pro- 
ceeding slowly, due to slow delivery of 
materials, but on the whole progress is 
satisfactory; progress has also been made 
in the erection of a relief holder for the 
carburetted water gas plant. Total receipts 
were £928,726 against £859,679, and gross 
profit amounted to £117,406 compared with 
£114,311. A balance of £36,804 was carried 
to reserve. The amount contributed by 
the Department to date for loan repayments 
totals £932,015. 

Gas Light and Coke Company.—The 
accounts for 1947 show a total revenue of 
£21,956,630, against £21,144,549 for the 
previous year, including £14,786,910 from 
the sale of 279,316,487 therms of gas, 
compared with £14,257,571 for 275,891,857 
therms in 1946, and £5,391,543 from the 
sale of by-products, against £5,079,919. 
After payment of expenses a balance of 
£2,799,260 is carried to net revenue account, 
against £3,498,726 last year. To this are 
added £206,565 for gross dividends and 
interest (against £223,672), £33,516 for rents 
receivable (against £37,734), and £280,255 
for net revenue applicable to years prior to 
1947 consisting mainly of taxation allowances 
(against £80,000). The net revenue of 
£1,028,515 (against £995,628) is struck after 
interest, £698,063 (£1,090,611) for income tax, 
and a further provision of £700,000 (£500,000) 
for maintenance and renewal of buildings 
and plant. After dividends, including 5% 
(same) on the Ordinary stock, the balance 
forward will be £1,120,249 (£1,006,310). 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


Local authorities, architects, planners, and 
those concerned with housing are intended 
to be the recipients of Efficient Fuel Services 
in the Home, a new booklet published by 


the British Gas Council. Abstracted from 
the paper by G. C. Holliday, the booklet 
puts forward the case for gas in a manner 
both authoritative and lucid. Admirably 
produced, it should do much to encourage 
the installation of gas in new housing projects. 
Another, more amusing, addition to the 
B.G.C.’s list of publicity material is a table 
game called Happy Homes, played with 
Mr. Therm counters, dice, and a coloured 
route-map. 


_ roughly 150 pages. 


GAS JOURNAL 


The four catalogues we have received from 
Joseph Evans & Sons (Wolverhampton), 
Ltd., are of a type seldom encountered in 
these frugal days. Each is in the form of a 
well-made folder file into which is fastened 
a series of leaflets. The catalogues are 
indexed so that any particular section may 
be found instantly, and each consists of 
Catalogue A deals 
with steam and air operated pumps, Cata- 
logue B with hand pumps and small power 
pumps, Catalogue C with large power 
pumps and machinery, and Catalogue D 
with centrifugal and turbine pumps. Photo- 
graphs, diagrams, and working figures 
supplement the ordinary descriptive matter, 
and the quality of production is extremely 


high. 
* * * 


“The attainment of a jubilee is, in itself. 
evidence that a business undertaking serves 
some useful purpc-: and performs its func- 
tions with efficiency.” So begins the hand- 
some book published by British Jeffrey- 
Diamond, Ltd., to commemorate their 
50 years’ service. No reader will be left 
in any doubt of the Company’s useful 
purpose or of how it performs functions, 
for from the year it was founded by Mr. 
—later Sir William—Garforth, the story is 
One of constant progress. From a rented 
cottage in Normanton, with four employees, 
the business now has nearly 1,000 employees 
and two large factories. The Company still 
manufactures coal cutters (the original cutter 
was designed by Mr. Garforth to do away 
with blasting), but the B.J.-D. range of 
mining equipment now embraces conveyors, 
crushers, pulverizers, turbines, and many 
other types of machinery. The story of the 
Company’s growth, its war effort, its new 
factory at Thornes, and its hopes for the 
future make absorbing reading; in addition, 
the book is richly illustrated. 


Infra-red equipment for process finishing 
is the subject of a pamphlet issued by Stewart 
Gill & Co., Ltd., 157, Fairfax Road, Ted- 
dington, whose “ Rapiradia”’ radiant heat 
plant and mechanical handling equipment 
is the outcome of many years’ research 
and practical experieace. The pamphlet 
includes a table indicating actual savings 
effected in time and floor space when infra- 
red plant is used in place of older types of 
processing, the statistics being based on 
“ Rapiradia”’ plants incorporating Pot- 
terton gas heated infra-red radiant panels. 
In drying anti-corrosive primer on sheet 
metal, for instance, space requirements are 
reduced by 19/20ths and drying time is 
reduced from 12-18 hours for natural 
drying, to 6 minutes with infra-red. Stoving 
synthetic paint on divan bed frames takes 
only five minutes against 60 minutes by 
convection, and space is reduced by 4/Sths. 
During the past two years many plants 
have been supplied to industrialists through- 
out the country, and the equipment has 
led to greatly increased production while 
saving floor space, and the flexibility of design 
enables the plant effectively to handle many 
drying processes which were previously 
impracticable. 


GAS STOCKS AND SHARES 


After a week in which the general level 
of industrial share prices fell from 125.0 
to 120.6, industrial, commodity, and gold 
mining shares were exceptionally depressed 
at the beginning of last week as a result of 
Sir Stafford Cripps’ warning. about the 
worsening of the country’s balance of 
payments. Though the number of dealings 
was higher than for some days, prices 
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throughout remained at_ lowest levels. 
Steadier conditions were reported on Tues- 
day, but the issue of the White Paper dis- 
closing the gravity of the economic position 
had a depressing effect in the middle of 
the week. Prices on Wednesday morning 
showed losses up to 2s.-3s. in leading 
industrial shares, but by the end of the day 
a remarkable rally narrowed the gap to 
between 3d. and 6d. British Funds re- 
mained steady throughout the week, with 
an average price well up to mid-January 
levels. 

Fewer transactions in gas stocks were 
recorded than in the two preceding weeks, 
but prices remained steady and the debate 
on the Second Reading of the Gas Bill 
had no appreciable effect on the market. 
Among the overseas undertakings, Imperial 
Continental and Montevideo both showed a 
fall of three points on the week. Rises and 
falls recorded in the week ended last 
Thursday were as follows: 


OFFICIAL LIST 


Bournemouth, 34 p.c. red. deb. 

(xd. Feb. 11)} 97 —102 
British Gas Light, ord. ... +/125 —130 
Cambridge U. & T., 10 p.c. cons. 

(xd. Feb. 11)/182 —192 
Chester United, ord. (xd. Feb. 11);/103 —108 
East Hull,ord. —... eve se] 89 — 94 
Gas Light & Coke, 4 p.c. cons. 

pref. (xd. Feb. 11)| 96 —101 

Great Yarmouth, p.c. max. 

(xd. Feb. 11)} 123 
Imperial Continental, cap. ove $12 
Montevideo, Ltd.,ord. ... «(122 
Northampton, cons. (xd. Feb. 11)/!01 
Oxford, cons. ord. (xd. Feb. 190 
Portsmouth & Gosport, 5 

max. (xd. Feb. 

Reading, 5 p.c. max. (xd. Fab. 
Romford, ord. (xd. Feb. 11)... 
Sheffield, cons. - «(142 —147 
South Eastern, ord. des wo] 21/6 — 22/6 
South Metropolitan, ord. 


a Feb. 11)| 92 — 97 
United Kingdom, ord... wo) 22/6 — 23,6) + 
Wandsworth, 4 p.c. pref, 

(xd. Feb. 11)| 95 —100 
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GAS PRODUCTS PRICES 


The London Market 


F.b. 14 
There are no changes to report in the 
prices of Coal Tar products. 


The Provinces 


Feb. 14 
Average prices for gas-works products 
this week are: Pitch, 100s. per ton; 
toluole, naked, North, 90’s, 2s. 4d. to 
2s. 63d. per gall; pure, 3s. 24d. Prices 
for carbolic acid 60’s anthracene, creosote 
oil (hydrogenation), coal tar oils (timber pre- 
servation, &c.) and strained anthracene oil 
are controlled by Government Orders. 
Prices for road tar are increased by one 

penny per gall. by S. R. & O. 1947, 177. 


Scotland 


Feb. 14 

Export enquiries continue numerous but 
supplies are short. 

Refined tar.* Yield to the distiller is 
6d. per gall. ex works, naked. Creosote 
oil. Timber preserving quality*, 54d. to 
63d. per gall.; hydrogenation oil,* 53d. 
per gall.; low gravity or virgin oil,t 74d. 
to 73d. per gall.; benzol absorbing oil, 
63d. to 8d. per gall. Refined cresylic 
acid is 3s. 6d. to 4s. 6d. per gall. ex works, 
naked, according to quality. | Crude 
naphtha,t 8d. to 10d. per gall. Solvent 
naphtha.* Basic maximum prices delivered 
in bulk, 90/160 grade 2s. 10d. per gall., 
and 90/190 heavy naphtha, unrectified, 
2s. O4d. per gall.; rectified, 2s. 4d. per gall. 
Pyridine,t 90/160 grade 15s. per gall., and 
90/140 grade 17s. per gall. 


* Price controlled. + Uncontrolled. 
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BOURNEMOUTH 
ESTABLISHED OVER HALF A CENTURY 





Designers and Suppliers of all 
types of Mechanical Handling 
Equipment & Drag Scrapers 
for Dump Spreading. 





Nordberg Screens supplied inconjunc- 
tion with a Handling & Screening 
Plant, dealing with 200 tons run-of- 
mine coal per hour. 
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“GUNFIRE” PRODUCTIONS WILL SOLVE YOUR LIGHTING PROBLEMS 





Supplement 1 


THE BRITISH, FOREIGN & COLONIAL AUTOMATIC LIGHT CONTROLLING CO. LTD. 









































Supplement 2 


PROTECTION 


against abrasion 


Gunite—con rete applied by air pressure— 
has numerous applications where its great 
density and extreme adhesion have parti- 
cular value. 
For lining coal bunkers and steel 
chimneys it is an ideal material, possess- 
ing great resistance to corrosion and pro- 
tecting steel-work from the abrasive action 
of the raw coal. 
For repairing reinforced concrete 
it has particular merit, as, due to the method 
of application, a uniform density and adher- 
ence is obtained in whatever place the 
Gunite is applied, thus overcoming the 


common fault with hand-placed methods. 


CONCRETE PROOFING 


CO. LTD. 
10O0- VICTORIA ST: S-W:! 


*Phone: Victoria 7877 & 6275 
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Best of Fittings 


Malleable Iron Fittings. Tested White Heart. 


BRITISH FITTINGS CO.(HENDON) LTD. 
ADRIAN AVENUE, NORTH CIRCULAR ROAD, N.W.2 
London Stock Telephone: GLA. 6363 


Manchester Stock 








Contractors for 


GAS DISTRIBUTION 


’Phone : TIPTON 216! ’Grams “ PIPELINES,” TIPTON 


THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF CHEMISTRY 


OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 
(Founded 1877) (Incorporated by Royal Charter 1885) 


APPOINTMENTS REGISTER. 


AY REGISTER OF CHEMISTS (etews, Associates and Senior 
pomeeres Students) WHO ARE AVAILABLE - FOR APP OINT- 
NTS, or who are seeking to i mages their positions, is kept 
ee the office vailabl (tee, a Seles oe by 
gister are av le (free), to mpanies an irms requi: 
the services of ts and to Universities, Colleges and eng 
Schools requiring Teachers of Chemistry and Technology. 


Particulars of the Regulations and Examinations of the Institute 
can be obtained (free), on application to :— 


The Registrar, The Royal Institute of Chemistry, 
30, Russell Square, London, W.C.1. 
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BNOWN 
| RESPECTED 


the 


WORLD OVER 


ALDER & MACKAY LTD. NEW GRA NORKS_EDINE 


: bel —— 
Also at: LONDON : BRADFORD and Branches 








ETHER 


THERMO-ELECTRIC 
PYROMETERS 


& 

This Portable Indicator gives accurate and 
reliable service, and is robust as a Portable 
instrument should be. 


ETHER EDGEWISE INDICATORS 


For use where an accurate continuous indication 
of temperature is required up to 1600°C. Opera- 
ting on the Thermo-Electric principle, they are 
accurate, reliable, and will stand up to the harden- 
ing shop conditions. 





Send for descriptive list No. | 36 


ETHER LTD. 


TYBURN ROAD - ERDINGTON 
. ETHER PORTABLE INDICATORS 
BIRMINGHAM 24 Portable High-resistance Indicator oe i 


testing work over a range of 0-1600° C 








TELEPHONE - EAST 0276-7 
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DOMESTIC UTILIZATION OF GAS (Combined Edition) 


Norman S. SMITH, B.Sc., Assoc.M.Inst.Gas E., and R. N. Le Fever, M.Inst.GasE., A.M.I.Mech.E. 


Deals simply and logically with the principles of gas utilization. Of 
immediate practical use and of lasting service to Students in the Gas 
Industry. 


Demy 8vo Price 1§s. 6d. post free 128 illustrations 


THEORY OF INDUSTRIAL GAS HEATING 


PeTeR Lioyp, B.Sc.(Cantab), A.I.C., M.Inst.GasE. 


The first attempt ever made to formulate a sound theoretical basis for the 
practical solution of various heating problems encountered tn the industrial 
field. 


Demy 8vo Price 7s. 6d. post free 172 pp: 49 diagrams 


MANUAL OF GAS FITTING 


R. N. Le Fevre, M.Inst.Gas E., A.M.I.Mech. E. 


Completely covers the theory and practice of Gas Installation Work 
and the Servicing of Appliances and Equipmeni—a possession essential 
for Students, Sales and Service, Distribution and Fittings Personnel. 


Crown 8vo Price 30s. post free 895 pp.: 666 illustrations 
Temporarily out of print. Orders will be placed on a waiting list. 


WALTER KING, LTD., 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. 


(1) 


PUBLISHERS’ NOTICE. GAS JOURNAL. (Weekly.) 


Subscription Rates: Home and Empire: 45/- per annum; Foreign: 52/- per annum. (Both payable in advance.) A copy of the 
**Gas Journal” Calendar & Directory is presented each year to continuous subscribers. 


Classified Advertiser ents: All Small Classified advertisements are charged at 1|/- per line (approx. 8 words)}—minimum charge 5/-. A Box 
Number address occupies 2 lines, and a further 6d. is charged towards cost of postage on replies. 


GAS SERVICE. (Monthly.) 
Annual Subscription rate : 6/- payable in advance. Classified Advertisement charges as for ‘* Gas Journal.” 
GAS. 
The Record of the British Junior Gas Associations (Monthly). 
Annual Subscription: 12/- payable in advance. Classified advertisements not accepted. 


WALTER KING, LTD., If, BOLT COURT, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.4. 
Telephone : CENtral 2236-7. Telegrams : Gasking, Fleet, London. 





PLANT, &c. THE DEVONARC WELDING 


Wiedman! 6 sa. RSE | WORK 
poseny_oenrsrex « sons | BROADBENT’S |)" ™Sionon Seer 
LTD., ELLAND, Builders of CARBONIZING TELEPHONE pn a sees 

tiers eT CONDENSERS PURE XE 7 

acturers oj} . 

HOLDERS, &c., also every description of COAL S LAG WO OL FOR GUARANTEED WELDING. 
and COKE HANDLING PLANT. _ Telegrams: Recently we completed 2 miles of 8" and 
“Dempster, Elland.” Telephone : Elland THE WORLD'S FINEST 15" H.P. Steel Gas Main Joints Without 


eae 0 FIRE-PROOF NON-CONDUCTING whisrepetiga 


FIRTH BLAKELEY, SONS Syphons, Bends, Flanged Specials, 


a ¢£o.,; LTO. material for etc. Fabricated on site. A record of 


Vulcan tronworks, Church Fenton, GAS PLANT which we are proud. 
Yorks. WE GUARANTEE OUR WORK 


MANUFACTURERS of Gas- of every description TIGHT BEFORE TEST! 
holders, Tanks, Condensers, Purifiers, PRESSURE WORK OUR 


carb Water newer sereee8 “| JG BROADBENT « Ge. SPECIALITY, 

Sole Makers of the “P.M” semi-water Gas Plant | | stage woo. works 64/5 id WAL ARE YOU HELD UP FOR FLANGED 
Telegrams; “‘ Blakeleys, Church Fenton.” REDCAR, YORKS Lembed, 6.0.8 “| |PIPES, SPECIALS, ETC? WHY NOT 

Telephone : Barkston Ash 234 and 235 (Private|| TN. Redear 18 TRY US? OUR MOTTO ‘ QUALITY 


Branch Exchange). Code: “Bentleys. cata : FIRST.’ 
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Supplement 5 





COMPANY NOTICE 





OXIDE 


BEST QUALITY DUTCH BOG ORE 
SPECIALLY a OXIDE OF 


which has stood the test of 70 years and 
rapidly absorbs 60% Sulphur (wet basis). 


Send your enquiries to 
CAS PURIFICATION & CHEMICAL 
COMPANY LIMITED 


ESTABLISHED 1873 


PALMERSTON HOUSE, 34, OLD BROAD STREET, 
LONDON, E.C. 2. 
Telegrams 


“Purifieation, Stock, London.” 


“KLEENOFF” 


THE COOKER CLEANER 


Tins for Sale to Consumers. in Bulk for Werks Use. 


MEWBURN, ELLIS & CO., 


CHARTERED PATENT AGENTS 


AND TRADE MARK AGENTS 
70 . 72, Chancery Lane, London, W.C.2. 


Voleqeams “ Patent, London,” Phone : Holborn 0437 
nd 3, ‘se. Nicholas Buildings, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 


INGS PATENT AGENCY, LTD. 

(Director, B. T. King, A.J.M.E., Patent Agent) 

Advice, Handbook, and Consultations free. 146a, Queen 
Victoria Street, London, E.C.4. Phone : City 6161. 


{nt ae ess sets etsssnssennssesnssenisssianssssliesiadbesrchiiedesennssnansnssaone? 


STEEL STRUCTURES 


Telephone: 


London Wall 5077 Get us to alter, adapt, repair, dismantle or 


move your steel buildings, framework, etc. 
to your requirements, or 


SELL YOUR SURPLUS 
BUILDING, STEELWORK ETC., 
TO US 


Enquiries invited; inspection anywhere. 


| 
BELLMAN HANGARS, LTD., 


OXIDE OF IRON. 


Terminal House, London, S.W.r1. 
Phone: SLOane 5259 


BALE & CHURCH, LTD. 


33, ST. MARY AT HILL, LONDON, E.C.3. 


PLANT FOR SALE & WANTED 


PHONE 98 STAINES. 
OPEN TOP TANK, 


R SALE. STEEL 

30 ft. by 9 ft. by 5 ft. 34 kW STEAM 
GENERATING SET, 220 volts D.C. LANCA- 
SHIRE BOILER, 14 ft. by 6 ft., 80 lb. w.p. STEEL 
CONDENSER, 16 ft. long by 2 ft. diameter 20 H.P 
BROTHERHOOD DIESEL LOCOMOTIVE 24 in. 
gauge. Bailey AIR COMPRESSOR, 100 cu.ft., 100 
Ke hs 7 hp. and 25 h.p. Crossley GAS 


HARRY i. GarpaM & Co., Ltp., Staines. 


Telephone : Telegrams : 
Mansion House 1156, “ Balefire, London.” 


MISCELLANEOUS 


CONTRACTS WANTED. Painting, Glazing, 

a! me wy ny ween 2 Full service. ADLON, 
- est Barn 

Wanbleitn sor. es ¢;% London, S.W.20. 





FoR _ SALE. SHUNTING LOCOMOTIVE. 

Diesel Engine Shunting Locomotive for im- 
mediate disposal. Dorman type Four J.U.R. Simplex 
Diesel unit of 30 B.H.P. rating. In working order for 
uge, utilized for internal siding coal traffic 

Available 
Write Box 


main line 
to handle three full railway wagons (60 tons). 
for working inspection by appointment. 
W956, Les & NIGHTINGALE, Liverpool. 


BOG ORES 


IRISH 
BELGIAN and DUTCH 


HARRISONS (LONDON) LTD. 
66, MARK LANE, LONDON, E.¢.3 


Telegrams : 
“BIRGHROCK, LONDON.” 


THE WATFORD AND ST. ALBANS GAS 
COMPANY 


FOR SALE. Two second-hand VERTICAL 
WATER TUBE CONDENSERS by Messrs. 
Humphreys & Glasgow, each of nominal capacity 500,000 
cu.ft. of water gas per day. Excellent condition, complete 
with inlet and outlet gas valves. Further particulars on 
application to the CnHreF Orrices, Radiant House, 

Clarendon Road, Watford. 





OWING to reconstruction work the following 
plant has become redundant : 

FOR SALE : 

Two BRYAN DONKIN ENGINES. Compound 
tandem jet condensing. Driving line shaft through 
12 in. belt on flywheel. Cylinders 94 in. and 17 in. 
diameter. Stroke 21. R.P.M. 75. Initial steam 
pressure 70 lb. per sq. in. gauge. Vacuum 25} in. 
B.H.P. 50. Installed 1880. Opposite hands. One 


Telephone 
ROYai 3120. 





—- engine can be seen at work. 
Three sets FAIREY TYPE COMPOUND TAN- 
DEM JET CONDENSING ENGINES. with flywheel, 
aes [each fitted with expansion gear capable of developing 
70 B.H.P. and each driving one gas exhauster to pass 
sp0n00 = ft. ous Dome at My r.p.m. —_ gas pressure 
t. ater column and one gas exhauster to pass 
— by the ne a 125,000 cu.ft. per hour at same revolutions and pressure. 
of oo — Lh cal cuvaioe The two exhausters in each case are coupled to the 
of Gasholders “The most ee at eg Mg 100" bag 3 — 
ms 8 vi ./sq. in. b> 
efficient anti-corrosion paint | exhauster fitted with screw down disc valves on inlet 
and outlet. Two sets can be seen at work. 

One AIR COMPRESSOR, Horizontal straight 
line, my acting, FRI Ingersoll Rand. Steam 
driven. Steam cylin 12 in. bore, air cylinder 10 in. 

bore, 10 in. stroke. pay about — ng cu.ft. per minute 
to 100 Ib. steam working pen 
Two BELLISS & MO COM ‘ENGINES, vertical 
steam driven compound, Nos, 7917 and 8077 non- 
, totally enclosed. 40 B.H.P. Steam 
pressure 100 Ib. sq. in. Require overhauling. Draw- 
Logs and test sheets available. 
‘wo WHESSOE ROTARY OIL WASHER psa mg 
BERS. Each handling 5 million cu.ft. gas RTs he 
~ Sesaen Se Sam $B Ghanaian, compte SS is hp. 


acl” to fe pen Gas Journat,” 11, Bolt "Coat, 


in existence. HUMIDINE 
never cracks, never dries and 
is a agg impervious to 
OX YGRAFITE 
GASWORKS PAINT is also 
manufactured by... 


ASPINALLS 


(PAINTS) LIMITED 
| CARLETON - SKIPTON : YORKS 
DTELEPHONES: SKIPTON 548/9 


BRIGHTON, HOVE AND WORTHING GAS 
COMPANY 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the seus. 
GENERAL MEETING of the Company 
be held on Friday, 12th March, 1948, at 1.45 ty tock 
p.m. precisely, at the COMPANY’S OFFICES, No. 5, 
Great Winchester Street, Old Broad Street, London, 
E.C.2, to receive the Report of the Directors and the 
Accounts of the Company for the Year ended 3ist 
December, 1947; to re Be Dividends ; to elect a 
y ne ml to elect an Auditor ; and to appoint a Special 
uditor. 
The Transfer Books of the Company will be closed 
ew = 6th on 1948, until the 19th March, 1948, 
inclusive. 

NOT CE IS ALSO GIVEN that at the conclusion 
beforementioned Ordinary Gene ae | 

on EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING o 
Com: will be held at the COMPANY’S 
OFFICE aforesaid to create and authorise the Direc- 
tors to raise additional capital to an amount not exceed- 
ing £200,000 (being the balance of the additional 
Capital authorised by the Brighton Gas Order, 1937), 
and to consider and if thought fit to approve an applica- 
tion by the Directors to the Minister of Fuel yo Power 
under Section 1 of the Gas Unde: 1929, 
em Ting the ee to borrow on mo al their 
undertaking or by the creation and issue of debenture 
prven any amount not exceeding the a ate amount 
of the paid-up share capital of the unde: for the 
time being and at ¥ ORBER, paid in respect thereof. 


3 MURRAY BURTON, 
SECRETARY. 
5, Great Winchester Street, 
Old Broad Street, 
LONDON, E.C.2. 
12th February, 1948. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


CITY OF BRADFORD 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 
TENDERS are invited for :— 
The supply and delivery of one MECHANICAL 
LOADING SHOVEL, capacity } cubic yard. 

Specification and form of tender may be had on 
written application to the Engineer and ger, 
City of Bradford Gas Department, Britannia House, 
Bradford. 

Tenders, accompanied by full details of the ma- 
chines offered, enclosed in plain sealed envelopes not 
bearing any name or mark indicating the sender, 
but marked “‘ Tender—Mechanical Loading Shovel,” 
should reach. the eo a not later than the first 
post on March 1, 1948. he Corporation do not 
bind themselves to accept z lowest or any tender. 
W. H. LEaTHEM, 

Town Clerk. 





Town Hall, 
Bradford. 


ILKESTON CORPORATION 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 
TENDERS are invited for the supply, delivery 
and erection of 24 two roller type GUIDE 
CARRIAGES for a three lift spiral gasholder in a 
masonry tank. 

Specifications and full particulars can be obtained 
from the Engineer and Manager, Gas-works, Rutland 
\ Street, Ilkeston. 

Tenders, in plain sealed envelope, endorsed “ Ten- 
der for Guide Carriages,” must be delivered to the 
undersigned not later than March 5, 1948. 

The Corporation do not bind themselves to accept 
the lowest, or any, tender. 


Town Hall, 
Ilkeston. 





E. I. E. WILttaMs, 
Town Clerk. 





BOROUGH OF OSSETT 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 

PURIFIERS. 
TENDERS are invited for the erection of two 
PURIFIER BOXES complete with valves and 
supporting structure and alterations to the valves: and 

connexions of two existing boxes. 
Full particulars may be obtained from the Engineer 

and Manager, Gas Offices, Station Road, Ossett. 

Tenders, endorsed “ Purifiers,” must be delivered 
> the undersigned no later than Monday, March 15, 


Town Hall, 
Ossett. 
February 10, 1948. 


COUNTY BOROUGH OF STOCKPORT 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 
DERS are invited for three 30 cwt. petrol 
driven PLATFORM LORRIES. 

Particulars may be obtained on application to T. 
Reynolds, M.Inst.GasE., Engineer and Manager, 
Portwood Gas-works, Stockport. 

Tenders to be enclosed in plain sealed envelopes, 
endorsed ‘“‘ Platform Lorries,’”’ addressed to the Chair- 
man of the Gas Committee, Town Hall, Stockport, 
and delivered not later than March 10, 1948. 

The Corporation do not bind themselves to accept 


the highest or any tender. 
ARTHUR BonD, 


Town Hall, Town Clerk. 
Stockport. 
February 3, 1948 


(Classified advertisements continued on Supplement 6). 


B. FREEMAN, 
Town Clerk. 
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REPAIRS — 


AYNE & FLOOD, LTD., 182, Oldham Road, 
Manchester, 4, Phone Col. 1393, are in a tion 

to undertake all t CARBONIZING PLANT 
REPAIRS, _ Retort (<a Reconstruction, Producer 
Relinings, Hot and Cold Patching, Structural Steel- 
work Erected and Dismantled. Expert advice available 





APPOINTMENTS VACANT 


None of the vacancies in these columns relates to 
a man between the ages of 18 and 50, inclusive, or a 
woman between the ages of 18 and 40, inclusive, unless 
he or she is excepted from the provisions of the Control 
of Engagement Order, 1947, or the vacancy is for 
——= excepted from the provisions of that 





COAL TAR PRODUCTS. Technical Sales- 

man required. State age, experience, salary 
required to No. 9706, “‘ Gas JouRNAL,” 11, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street, E.C.4. 





LANCASHIRE AND DISTRICT COKE 
ASSOCIATION 


APPLICATIONS for the position of TECHNICAL 

ASSISTANT to the Association are invited 
from applicants with suitable experience and qualifica- 
tions. The successful applicant will primarily be 
required to act in an advisory capacity to Member 
Undertakings in matters relating to the utilization of 
coke for all purposes, both industrial and domestic. 
Qualification and industrial experience in fuel tech- 
nology is necessary and some knowledge of mechanical 
engineering would be desirable. 

The salary will be £800 per annum, plus necessary 
travelling expenses. 

The official appointed will be required to reside in 
the Manchester District. 

Applications, stating age, qualifications, present and 
previous appointments, giving full details of experience, 
together with copies of two Testimonials, are to be 
forwarded to the undersigned, endorsed “ Technical 
Assistant,” to be received not later than first post on 
March 6, 1948. 


W. STEPHENSON, 
Secretary. 
Lancashire and District Coke Association, 
38, Kennedy Street, 
Manchester, 2. 


CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 


CHEMIST. 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the t of 

CHEMIST to supervise special carbonizing 

tests, coke quality control tests, and tests on gas and 
coke-burning appliances. : q 

Candidates must possess a University Degree or its 
equivalent, and must not be over 35 years of age. 

The salary attached to the post wil! be in Grade 6 
of the Administrative, Professional and Technical 
Division of the National Scale of Salaries, viz. : £535 
per annum, rising, subject to satisfactory service, by 
annual increments to £600 per annum, plus cost of 
living bonus, £59 19s. The commencing salary will 
be in accordance with the experience of the selected 
candidate. : z 7" 

The appointment will be subject to the provisions of 
the Local Government Superannuation Act, 1937, and 
the successful candidate will be required to pass a 
medical examination, 4. Was: 

Applications, stating age, training, qualifications 
and experience, together with the names of two persons 
from whom references can be obtained, should be 
addressed to the undersigned to arrive not later than 
March 1, 1948. 

Avex W. Les, 
General Manager and Secretary. 
City of Birmingham Gas Department, 
The Council House, 


Birmingham, 3. 
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COUNTY BOROUGH OF SMETHWICK 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 


APPLicaTions are invited from suitably 
qualified persons for the position of CHIEF 
CHEMIST. 

Candidates must be fully experienced in the chemical 
control of a modern gas-works with vertical retort and 
carburetted water gas plant installations, and should 
be the holder of a degree in chemistry or chemical 
engineering, &c. 

The salary will be in accordance with Grade IV of 
the A.P.T. Division of the National Scales (£420, 
rising to £465 per annum), plus cost of living bonus, 
at present £59 16s. per annum. j 

The appointment will be subject to the provisions of 
the Government Superannuation Act, 1937, 
and the successful candidate will be required to pass a 
medical examination. 

Applications, stating age, qualifications, present 
appointment, and experience, together with the names 
of two persons to whom reference can be made, should 
be addressed to the Engineer and Manager, Gas Offices, 
Rabone Lane, Smethwick, not later than Friday, 


March 5, 1948. 
E. L. Twycross, 
Council House, Town Clerk. 


Smethwick 


| Staffs. 
| February 13, 1948. 


COUNTY BOROUGH OF STOCKPORT 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 

SENIOR DRAUGHTSMAN at the Portwood 
Gas-works, Stockport. Candidates must have a 
thorough experience in the design and construction 
of gas-works plant, and have passed the Higher Grade 
Examination of the Institution of Gas Engineers in 
Gas Manufacture, or its equivalent. 

The salary to be paid is in accordance with scale 
A.P.T. 4 of the National Joint Scale. 

The appointment will be subject to the provisions 
of the Local Government Superannuation Act of 1937, 
and the successful candidate will be required to pass a 
medical examination. 

Applications, stating age, experience, qualifications 
and present position, and enclosing copies of three 
recent Testimonials, endorsed ‘‘ Senior Draughtsman ”’ 
should be received by the undersigned not later than 
March 12, 1948. grr: 

A candidate must disclose in his application whether 
to his knowledge he is related to any member of the 
Council or any senior official of the Corporation. 

Canvassing of members of the Council directly or 
indirectly will disqualify a candidate. 

ARTHUR BOND, 
Town Hall, Town Clerk. 
Stockport. 


February 4, 1948. 





COUNTY BOROUGH OF STOCKPORT 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 
CARBONIZING SUPERINTENDENT. 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 

CARBONIZING SUPERINTENDENT. Appli- 
cants to have the necessary qualifications for member- 
ship of the Institution of Gas Engineers, or the equiva- 
lent qualification. The appointment will be subject 
to the provisions of the Local Government Superannua- 
tion Act, 1937, and to the National Joint Council for 
Local Authorities’ Administrative, Professional, Tech- 
nical and Clerical Services Conditions of Service, and 
the person selected will be required to pass a medical 
examination. 

The salary will be in accordance with A.P.T. Division, 
Grade IV, of the National Joint Council. | 

Applications, stating age, ae “s resent 
appointment, &c., accompanied by copies of three 
recent Testimonials, must be delivered to the under- 
signed in a sealed envelope endorsed “ Carbonizing 
Superintendent ”’ not later than March 8, 1948. 

A candidate must disclose in his applicaticn whether 
to his knowledge he is related to any member of the 
Council or any senior official of the Corporation. 

Canvassing of members of the Council, directly 
or indirectly, will disqualify a candidate. 

ARTHUR BonD, 
Town Hall, Town Clerk. 
Stockport. 


February 3, 1948. 
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SPALDING URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 


DEPUTY GAS ENGINEER AND MANAGER. 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the above 

appoimtment at a salary on Scale A.P.T. IV of 
the National Scale of Salaries (£480 x 156525), 
The tenancy of a Council house will be offered to the 


successful applicant. 

Candidates should be qualified Gas Engineers with 
experience in vertical retort practice, chemical contro] 
and the distribution of gas in rural areas. A programme 
of works and district reconstruction is in progress, 
including the installation of carbonizing plant and high 
pressure mains. Experience in work of this nature 
would be an sovemans. 

The successful candidate will be required to contri- 
bute to the Council’s superannuation scheme and to 
pass a medical examination. 

Applications, stating age, experience and qualifications, 
accompanied by names and a es of two referees, 
should reach me not later than March 1, 1948. 

RAYMOND W. HASTINGs, 
11, Market Place, Clerk. 
Spalding. 
Lincs. 


THORNTON CLEVELEYS URBAN DISTRICT 
COUNCIL 

APPOINTMENT OF GAS ENGINEER AND 
MANAG 





APPLICATIONS fare invited for the above 
appointment. 

Applicants must be experienced and efficient in all 
branches and capable of undertaking full responsibility 
for the manufacture and distribution of gas, for the 
control of consumers’ appliances and sales representation, 


c 

Salary £625 per annum, rising by three annual incre- 
ments of £25 to a maximum of £700 (plus cost of living 
bonus of £59 16s.). 

The appointment is subject to the provisions of the 
Local Government Superannuation Act, 1937. 

Applications, stating age, qualifications, experience, 
&c., accompanied by three recent Testimonials, and 
endorsed “‘ Gas Manager,” must reach the undersigned 
not later than Saturday, March 6, 1948, 

Canvassing, directly or indirectly, will be a dis- 
qualification. 


Council Offices, 
Thornton, 
Blackpool. 
February, 1948. 


BOROUGH OF STOCKTON-ON-TEES 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 


ANTED. Two MAINS AND SERVICE 
,” . LAYERS. Standard wages and conditions. 
Single men preferred owing to housing shortage. 
Apply ENGINEER AND GENERAL MANAGER, Corporation 
Gas-works, Thompson Street, Stockton-on-Tees. 

This advertisement is priiched by permission of the 
nerd of Labour and National Service under the 
Control of Engagement Order, 1947. 


EXMOUTH GAS COMPANY 


TECHNICAL ASSISTANT. 
APPLICATIONS are invited for the above 
position at a commencing salary of £300 per 
annum. The post is superannuable. 

Applicants, who should not be above 25 years of age, 
should possess the Institution of Gas Engineers’ 
Ordinary Grade Certificate in Gas Engineering (Manu- 
facture) and be thoroughly conversant with the control 
and operation of Woodall-Duckham upward heated 
continuous vertical retorts and C.W.G. plant. 

In addition they should be capable forming 
routine duties connected with the works laboratory. 

Applications, stating age, qualifications and cx- 
perience, accompanied by the names of two referees 
and giving an approximate date when duties could be 
commenced, should reach the undersigned not later 
than February 28th, 1948. 

This advertisement is published by permission of the 
Ministry of Labour and National Service under the 
Control of Engagement Order, 1947, 

Gas Works, J. W. DEAN, 
Union Steet, Engineer and Manager. 
Exmouth. 


J. RONALD WYLDE, 
Clerk of the Council. 
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Advantages Include:— 
ae ie SMALL GROUND SPACE 
j QUICK CHANGE OF BOXES 
Manager. 5 NO ABNORMAL LABOUR DEMANDS 
ei fp? MAXIMUM FOULING 
One bex holding 300 tons of oxide can be 
emptied and refilled in one working day 


by 3 men. 


HEAD OFFICE TURNBRIDGE-HUDDERSFIELD 


N FIC I RIA Wie M ANDS Of BENNE i | BIRMINGHAM 
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for which fans can 
be employed profitably 
in or by the Gas Industry 


VENTILATION] WE make all types of Fans—“ High Efficiency” for HEATING 
boosting or exhausting gas up to 3 lbs. p.s.i. and 
for volumes from 5,000 to 1,500,000 cfph; Cast Iron 
GAS and Steel-plate “Pressure” fans for up to 2 Ibs. ‘p.s.i. . MECHANICAL 
air blast to furnaces, forges, water gas plants, burner DRAUGHT 
as equipment, etc ; “Turbo” fans for. applications re- 
an iT. o “cc H ” 
quiring up to 6 lbs. p.s.i.; ‘‘Centrifugal”’ fans for 
EXHAUSTING draught on boiler fires to ensure economical steam FURNACE 
production, or for cold air douche to workers in RE-CIRCULA- 
retort houses, etc.; ‘‘Centrifugal” or ‘‘ Axial-flow”’ TING 
FORGE and fans for supplying ventilating air through ductwork ; 
‘Propeller’ fans for moving air in volume for ventilat- 
FURNACE ing; ‘‘Propeller” fans on portable structures for cooling COLD AIR 
workers at furnace fronts; and ‘‘Tenaxe’’ fans for 
BLAST re-circulating high temperature gases and air in various DOUCHE 
types of heat treatment furnaces. 
WHEN you need fans for moving air or gases give 
MAN-COOLING us an opportunity of making practical suggestions. DRYING 


KEITH-BLACKMAN LTt° 


MILL MEAD ROAD, TOTTENHAM, LONDON, N.!7. 
TN: TOTtenham 4522. TA: ‘‘Keithblac Phone London.” 


MANCHESTER, 4: 26 Corporation Street. Tel. No. : Blackfriars 4228. BIRMINGHAM, 2: 75 New Street. Tel. No. : Midland 0317-8. 
LEEDS, |: 40/41 Royal Exchange Chambers. TN: Leeds 27286. NNEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE |: 21 Mosley St. TN: Newcastle 22284. 
SCOTLAND: 90 Mitchell Street, Glasgow, Cl. TN: Central 7973. IRELAND: 7 Brunswick Sc. Belfast. TN: Belfast 21114. 

SOUTH WALES: 127 Stanwell Road, Penarth, nr. Cardiff. TN: Penarth 249, 


36” Type 9 Double-width “ Keith- 
Blackman ” Gas Boosting Fan with 
“Vv” rope pulley. 

Capacity : 750,000 cu, ft, per hour 
towns gas; 8g. .43, giving 14” 
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differential w.g. at 2980 r.p.m., M 

taking 38,5 h.p, > : 
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WEST’S GAS 
IMPROVEMENT CoO., LTD. 
Miles Platting, MANCHESTER 10 


TeLterHone: COLtynurst 2961-2-3-4-5 
TELEGRAMS: STOKER, MANCHESTER 
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Wellington’s words, in 1813 during 
the Peninsular War, after the 
successful conclusion of an oner- 


ation hitherto declared impo:.. .e. 


FOR STEEL TUBES AND 
STEEL TUBE’ FABRICATION 


HEAD OFFICE & WORKS - GREAT BRIDGE - TIPTON -; STAFFS 





